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Pauline quiz

1. Which four epistles are considered Paul’s prison epistles?

2. Colossians is named after which city?

3. What was the name of the road that Saul met Jesus?

4. What city is Saul from?

5. Who was Saul’s rabbi?

Paul

From Tarsus, a prosperous city on the trade route from Syria to Asia Minor.  Known for its schools of philosophy and liberal arts.  

His parents raised him in a strict Jewish home.  Named him Saul after king, most glorious member of the tribe of Benjamin.  It was rare that a Jew outside Palestine could trace their lineage back to the ancient days of Israel.

Must have owned property and had some importance in Gentile community to be a citizen of Tarsus.

Parents had aspirations for their son as they sent him to Jerusalem to study law under Gamaliel.  Became a Pharisee.

Pharisees expected a Messiah (Hebrew for anointed one, Greek, Christ) who would deliver them from oppression and rule with justice.  Jesus infuriated many Pharisees by interpreting the Torah differently and claiming a special relationship with God.  Thus when some Jews began to proclaim Jesus as Messiah and Lord, strict Pharisees opposed them vehemently.  Saul helped lead the fight against the followers of Jesus in Jerusalem.  When some were driven out, Saul obtained permission to pursue them to Damascus.  But on the way there Jesus confronted Saul.  From that time Saul’s understanding of God and the Torah began to change dramatically.

He joined the Jews following Jesus and Jesus changed his name to Paul as he took the gospel to the Gentiles.
Colosse

A city in the Roman province of Asia (western Turkey), situated in the Lycus River Valley about 160 km east of Ephesus.

Colosse formed a triangle with two other cities of the Lycus Valley, Hierapolis and Laodicea.  As early as the 5th Century Colosse was known as a prosperous city but by the beginning of the Christian era it was eclipsed by its two neighbors.  Thereafter its reputation declined to that of a small town.

Started as an outgrowth of Paul’s 3-year Ephesian ministry.  The church in Colosse apparently grew up under the leadership of Epaphras and Archippus.  Philemon and Onesimus also lived in Colosse.

Occasion for writing

Epaphras who most likely planted this church informs Paul of the progress of the believers there and erroneous teaching that was subverting them.  The main heresy combined Jewish and Hellenistic elements.  Dietary and Sabbath observances, circumcision rites, and probably the mediatorial function of angels are reminiscent of Jewish practice and belief.  The emphasis on wisdom and knowledge the pleroma of cosmic powers and the abasement of the body reflect Greek thought.  Some Jewish converts probably brought this mixture from a heterodox Judaism and developed it further after they became Christians.

Paul takes the terminology of the errorists to attack their teaching and develops the doctrine of the cosmic Christ.  In Christ, the one mediator dwells all wisdom and knowledge, in His death and Resurrection all powers of the cosmos are defeated and subjected to Himself.  

Any teaching which detracts from the centrality of Christ under the pretense of leading men to maturity and perfection is a perversion of the faith.

1. Ceremonialism – strict rules about the kinds of permissible food and drink, religious festivals and circumcision. (2:16-17)

2. Asceticism – rules that Paul summarizes as “do not touch, do not handle” and harsh treatment of the body that were supposed to achieve purity.  (2:21, 23)

3. Angel worship  (2:18)

4. Deprecation of Christ – Christ was on the level of a created angel.  (2:2-3, 9)

5. Secret knowledge – salvation required not just faith in Christ but knowledge of certain mysteries. (2:3, 18)

6. Reliance on human wisdom and tradition – seemed to be drawn from an extreme form of Judaism and from pagan ideas that later became a system called Gnosticism (Gr. Knowledge)

Gnosticism

Mixing of Greek and oriental ideas and practices – syncretism.  Judaism had already absorbed many Greek ideas and when Gentiles embraced Christianity they naturally wanted to mix their former beliefs and customs with their new faith.

The Gnostics borrowed from the:

1. Philosophy of Plato

2. Oriental religion

3. Judaism

4. Christianity

Teachings of Gnosticism:

1. Material world is essentially evil or at best indifferent.  

If material world is evil then body is evil.  Body must be kept in check.

2. Between God and matter lie a host of fallen (evil) spiritual powers, who now rule the world

Jesus was the first of these rulers and rules alongside other spiritual powers such as constellations, etc…  Therefore Jesus is only one of many bridges to God.

3. Some human beings possess a divine spark, an inner self that is different from the soul.

This inner self is the true home of such people, which they may reach through a mystical knowledge, a true seeing and hearing.

4. Redemption is ultimately dependent on the individual’s self-understanding

The resulting freedom it provides other than God.  Thus the emphasis on knowledge of secrets rather than on faith.

Themes and Development of thought

The structure follows the familiar Pauline pattern, in which a doctrinal section is followed by an exhortation on how to act. 

Although Paul wrote to the church at Colosse from house arrest in Rome, the power of Christ was not chained.  Throughout his refutation of heresy, Paul points out that Christ is the image of God, the sustainer, the source.  Even if some new, attractive teaching seems substantial, it is hollow and deceptive next to the fullness of Christ.  By demonstrating the supremacy of Christ, Paul hopes to refocus the attention of the Colossians “on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God” (3:1).

Chapter 1

Apostle – one who is sent.  An authoritative messenger of God.  Since Paul’s readers do not know him personally he wants them to know that he speaks by the command of Christ.

Saints – holy ones.  They are not yet made perfect but they are living holy lives having been made whole by Christ.

Grace – normal Greek greeting is charein, meaning favor from me to you.  Paul uses charis – God’s favor bestowed on sinful individuals with no strings attached.  This greeting is a prayer that they may enjoy the blessing of God Himself.

Peace – common Jewish greeting.  Meant wholeness and well being in all aspects of life.  To wish someone peace was to wish him or her a foretaste of the Messianic age foretold by the prophets, a taste of God’s presence and the fulfillment that flows from that presence.

Faith, hope, love

v. 10 – worthy – written inscriptions on pagan gods.

v. 11 – repetition of words show the difficulty to express in words the fullness of God’s power.

15-20 – written like a hymn.

Image – deliberate paradox that stretches our mind.  Jesus is the visible image of an invisible God.

Firstborn – just like the firstborn in a Hebrew family, Jesus is the sole heir of His father’s household with special privileges and authority.

Thrones, powers, rulers, authorities – various grades of angels and spiritual beings.  Very popular thought to Gnostics.
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