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Pauline quiz

1. Who was the pastor of the church in Colosse?

2. What books are known as the pastoral epistles?

3. What city did Paul go to after seeing a vision of a man calling him to this city?

4. Why does Paul do what he does?

Paul

One of the oldest prayers of the nation of Israel, the Alenu prayer begins…


It is meet that we should praise the Lord of all;

That we should ascribe greatness to Him who formed (the world) from the beginning.

They worship vain things and emptiness; they pray unto that which profitheth not.

We worship before the King of the kings of kings; that stretcheth out the heavens and layeth the foundation of the earth…

He is our God, and there is none other beside; truly our King, and there is none but He.

Compare this to Col 1:15-20.  Paul reminded them from their old traditions that Christ, the Son of the King of kings reigns supreme.

The false teachers in Colosse were in part trying to draw the Christians into Jewish practices that negated the gospel.  Yet Paul used the familiar Jewish-Christian form of hymn to affirm the gospel.  He was able to distinguish which parts of the Jewish tradition were to be laid aside, and which parts could be adapted to enrich Christian life.

1:24-2:5

how does someone explain how much he cares for you, even though we’ve never met?

They are there because of his hard work in the past but Paul wants them to know that he is still contending for them.

Minister – diakonos – servant in Greek a menial worker but in OT times a servant was a trusted minister or envoy of the king.

Perfect – teleios – false teachers called perfect those who had received special secrets or knowledge.  In Christ, every believer is as perfect as a newborn baby without blemishes.  Yet, the newborn must still mature to their full potential and work out the overcoming of their sinful nature. (Phil 2:12-13)

v. 2 mystery (1:26, 27) – mysterion – pagans spoke of mysteries as exclusive information they alone possessed, but Paul says that the true mystery of Christ is now disclosed to the saints and among Gentiles.

2:6-15

rooted and built up in Him.

Ephesians 4:11-16

v. 9 all the fullness

hoti en autos pas pleroma theotas ka-toi-ke-o somatikos

Revelation 1:17-18

John 20:28

O kurios mou kai o theos mou
v. 11, 13 circumcision – covenant relationship with God.  A man’s life would be cut off and heirs if he broke covenant with God.

Moses circumcision of one’s heart (Deut. 10:16)

Jeremiah 4:4

Baptism v circumcision – outward and public sign of old covenant/new covenant.

Romans 6:1-10

v. 15 triumphed over them – triumphal procession.  Roman generals after a victory would bring captives back to Rome in a long procession with general followed by soldiers then captives.

2:16-23

v. 18 false humility – Gnostic teaching that God was so far above man tat he could only be worshipped in the form of angels He had created.  Was supposed to be a humble attitude but was false humility.

v. 23 outward appearance is of no value against fleshly indulgence.
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