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If then tells us that Paul is about to draw conclusions from what he has been saying.

Christ is supreme.  He has freed us from the dominion of darkness.  We have died with Christ and been raised with Christ.  What then?  Are we free to do whatever we want?

The Colossians know where they stand with Christ.  Now how to live in that reality.

v. 1-4 Raised with Christ

continuation of thought from 3:20-23 – died with Christ

1-4 is raised with Christ.

Seated at right hand of Christ.

· Position of honor beside king.  Psalm 45:9 portrays a king with his royal bride at his right hand.  Psalm 110:1 describes God making a footstool out of the enemies of the person at His right hand.

· Seated because the work is finished.  Contrast Acts 7:55.

How do you set your mind on things above?  Philippians 4:8-9.

v. 5-11 Taking off clothes

Now that we are new in Christ – act like it.

Sexual immorality – big problem in early church.  Prostitution, adultery, unchastitiy, fornication.  Because of the widespread traffic with prostitiutes some of Paul’s churches had difficulty abandoning their former pagan tolerance of it.

v. 6 wrath of God.  God hates sin.  Judgement and wrath will come.  Holiness.

v. 9-10 the imagery is of taking off filthy clothes and putting on new, clean ones.

· Is taking the clothes off inward or outward?  Romans 12:2, Matthew 15:18-20.

· Is taking off the clothes a one-time action or a process?  Colossians 3:10, 2 Corinthians 3:18, 4:16, 5:17.

v. 11 Greeks and Jews – this was a major division within the church.  Jews were raised to abhor many Gentile foods, customs, and beliefs.  Many Jewish Christians had a hard time accepting the idea that Gentiles did not have to be circumcised or keep Jewish ceremonial laws in order to be Christians.  

Greeks thought their culture was superior to Jewish culture, objecting to Jewish laws, and found circumcision disgusting.

Barbarians – originally someone who could not speak Greek.  Their speech sounded like bar-bar.  The Greeks thought anyone who could not speak Greek were uncivilized.

Scythians – had a reputation for brutality.  They were considered by others as little better than wild beasts.  They came from what is today South Russia.

Both Jews and Greeks were raised to be racists.  Jews were taught to think all non-Jews morally bankrupt and Greeks were trained to consider all non-Greeks uncivilized barbarians.

Slave or free – the class system in the Roman empire was as rigid a social barrier as race.  In several legal areas, Roman law treated slaves as subhuman.

***SPECK

Is there a sin for me to avoid?

Is there a promise for me to trust?

Is there an example for me to follow?

Is there a command for me to obey?

How can this passage increase my knowledge of the Lord?

v. 12-17 Putting on new clothes

gentleness/meekness/humility – the meek in OT were poor people who did not own land.  They were the defenseless, those without rights, who were oppressed, cheated, and exploited.

The meek person does not have a low opinion in himself – he is not occupied by self at all.  Because he trusts God’s goodness and His control over situations, the meek person does not have to worry about self-interest, looking out for number 1, or enhancing his status.  To be meek or humble is to accept what God commands and ordains, and to seek help from God rather than trusting one’s own abilitites.  It is not a passive tolerance of injustice (especially toward others), but a reliance on God for vindication and a refusal to retaliate when insulted.  The meek person is convinced that God’s ways are good, so he neither disputes nor resists what God sends.

Jesus’ meekness did not conflict with His courage, concern for justice, nor confidence that through the Father He was competent to do His job.

One another/each other – does this give us any clues about the Body?

v. 14 Last bit of clothing is love.  How does love bind all the other Christian graces together?

v. 15 rule – brabeuo – to be an umpire, to decide, determine.  Think of the problems an umpire prevents and the contributions they make.  How does the peace of Christ function as an umpire?

Psalms – from OT book of Psalms.  Most likely set to music by the early church.  Or anything that is a scriptural song.

Hymns – a song with praise to God.  Songs that have a lyric with doctrinal content.  3 elements

1. Declaration and exaltation of God’s deeds and attributes.

2. To be sung not just poetry.

3. To be sung together.

Spiritual songs – songs born by the Holy Spirit in the spiritual realm and are able to penetrate into it.

v. 18-4:1 How to live at home

Now Paul provides guidelines for the most familiar relationships—those between members of a household.  As a traveling evangelist Paul must have had more experiences to experience family dynamics in the church.

Divides into 3 pairs:

· Wives and husbands

· Children and parents

· Slaves and masters

Paul creates a framework of principles for how a Christian home should be built.

v. 18 – wives submit and husbands love.  Why?  Genesis 3:16

as is fitting to the Lord – hos anayko en kureos what could be not so fitting?

v. 20 – not submit which is voluntary submission but obey which is absolute obedience.  In other words not a choice.

In all things – meaning in all things Christian.

v. 21 special emphasis on fathers.

v. 22 Paul focuses not on the legal rights endowed by Rome but on the law of Christ.
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