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This last section illustrates the two faces of a biblical epistle: timeless instructions from the Spirit of God to all Christians and personal comments from a very human writer to certain people on a specific occasion.  But even the personal parts are God’s Word and give us insight into living the Christian life.

Chapter 4:2

Devote – proskartereo – idea is of a boat that always stands ready for someone to use or of an activity that one is devoted to or busily engaged in.

Alert – gregoreo – give strict attention to unless something destructive happens.  With mind awake.

We must stay alert because:

· Luke 12:35-48

· 1 Peter 5:8-9

6th time Paul has used thankfulness in this letter (1:3, 12; 2:7; 3:15, 17).  Why is thankfulness so important to Christians?

v. 3-4 God open the door.  Importance of God’s people to pray for those on the front lines.

v. 5-6 Witnessing:

1.  Conduct with wisdom – Reputation

2.  Make most of opportunity - 

3.  Speech with grace - Repoire

4.  Know how to respond - Response

1 Peter 3:15-16

Luke 10:2-9

Seasoned with salt – symbol of lasting concord.  In the solemn ratification of compacts the Orientals would partake of salt together.  

In conversation wit is the opposite of insipidity (lacking taste or savor; lacking in qualities that interest, stimulate, or challenge, lacking flavor).  Idea is be witty but not obscene.

Salt – preserver, enhances flavor, dissolves

4:7-18

Aristarchus – Macedonian Jew

Onesimus – slave

Epaphras – Colossian pastor

Nympha – Laodicean woman

What does this say about the gospel?

Colosse, Laodicea, Hierapolis.

What does this say about the relationships of the churches?

PAGE  
1

