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Matthew 14:22-33

Jamie Donaldson - testimony
So much blessings we have received as a church.

· Member who gave their whole bonus as God was speaking to them about breaking the spirit of poverty.  $4m

· Church gave even as the pastors were out working because church can’t pay their salaries anymore.

· College student who gave out of need and God gave him a scholarship.
116 pledged

157 gave

$26,381,800 pledged

$16,320,971.60 given from pledge

$20,093,690.33 total given from fundraisers, pledges and non-pledges

Peter may be criticized by the other disciples but only he got to walk on water and experience God’s miraculous power and grace to save him just in the nick of time.

I believe Peter came out because he remembered Jesus rebuking to the wind and the sea became perfectly still (Mark 4:39).  As a fisherman that was impressive.

Peter trusted in Jesus due to past experience and stepped out.

Remember what God has already done in your lives and get out of the boat.

God is leading us as a church to get out of the boat. 

This is our faith journey.

Hear Jesus’ words


Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.
History of Solomon’s Porch

1969 Hong Kong Korean Church began.

2000 English Service.  Weekly prayer meeting to bring pastor to HK

2002 November Pastor Sam came to HK

2003 February Solomon’s Porch began

2004 October 1st Retreat Connect

2007 February started 2 services

2007 Hired PSam Kim and started Noah’s Ark with one kid; PNate part time

2009 Hired Ken; Nov - started SP Move fundraising

2010 Hired Sophia

2011 Hired Monica

Web hits
Yoido Full Gospel Church

10,000 members at the time and God spoke to Cho about building a 10,000 seat sanctuary that would send out 500 missionaries.

Picked Yoido.

$2 million project with $1,000 in bank.

Elders, deacons, and congregation were mostly against it.

“Pastor, I know you are a pastor and not a businessman, because that’s impossible to do.”

April 1969 started construction.  Put church on hold and built an apartment complex instead to raise money.  Failure.

God asked Cho to sell his house and give in faith.

Had a prayer and giving meeting.  

· A woman sold her long hair to a wig shop and gave money as offering.

· An 80-year-old woman approached Cho in tears.  “Pastor I have no money.  All I have is this bowl and a spoon.  I want to offer these to God.”  Cho responded that he could not accept because she would have nothing to use to eat.  She replied, “I can place the rice and other food on a strawboard and use my fingers to eat.”  A businessman rose up and offered to buy her rice bowl and spoon for $12,000.

· Found a crushed rice bowl in the offering.  Almost threw it away.  Given by a homeless person seeking shelter and gave.  A missionary was going on leave to the US and saw the bowl and asked if he could take it.  Letter

· 10,000 new accounts for $20,000

· Now 780,000 members

Personal and Faith Pledge

A Faith Pledge is a promise made to God by faith to give over and above regular tithes and offerings for a particular need. It is by faith because it requires sacrifice and trust in God.

A First fruit’s Offering is the initial offering made along with the pledge to trigger our faith. It is through the first fruit’s offering that we “step out of the boat” and bring the first part of our offering to God as an act of worship and faith.

WHEN MAKING A FAITH PLEDGE…

How does one determine a faith pledge amount?

1. Build A Budget – the first step in financial health as a person is to write out a Monthly Budget. Think through all of your bills and spending habits. Make value based decisions on how you want to spend. 
2. Decide To Tithe – before you can get to ‘over and above’ giving, you want to work toward the step of obedience called the TITHE. Tithing is giving 10% to God. It is an obedience thing. We don’t designate it. We don’t divide it. We give the tithe to declare that God is the Master of our finances and Lord of our lives.

3. Remember God’s Faithfulness – think back to ways that God has provided for you in the past. Consider specific financial blessings.

4. Consider The Need 

5. Determine What You Can Afford To Give – as you evaluate your budget and consider your spending, what can you afford to give every month to these needs?  This is our personal pledge – what we can do.
6. Ask God For A Faith Goal - don’t stop with what you can afford. This is where the miracle takes. When we ask the Holy Spirit to tell us what He wants to do through us. God can take what you can afford and add to it. He can provide unexpected raises, gifts, inheritances, etc.  This is the faith pledge – what we believe God will do.
7. Trigger Your Faith By Giving - we will pledge this weekend.  Feb 13, which is our 8th Anniversary weekend, we will GIVE THE FIRST PART of that faith pledge. We call this a first fruits offering. God’s provision is not triggered by our pledging but rather by our actual giving. When we give, we create an opportunity for God to fill.

Ken Chien - testimony

Lisa and I, are also making our personal and faith commitments to SP Move. We want to fully devote not only our time and talent to Christ but also our resources. We feel privileged to be a part of what God is doing and we look forward to all that He will do through our faith commitments.

The words of King David inspire me in 2 Samuel 24:24 when he said, “I will not offer to God that which costs me nothing.”

Our story…

· 100k in prayer

· 50k first fruits

· sold mom’s watch

· house in KL

Let’s get out of the boat together.
PAGE  
1

