Now is the Time

Haggai 1:2 – 2:9

 2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the LORD’s house.’”

   3 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”

   5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

   7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the LORD. 9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house. 

13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the people: “I am with you,” declares the LORD. 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the people. They came and began to work on the house of the LORD Almighty, their God, , 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month.

 1 on the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 2 “Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to Joshua son of Jozadak,[a] the high priest, and to the remnant of the people. Ask them, 3 ‘Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing? 4 But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares the LORD Almighty. 5 ‘This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.’ 

 6 “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 7 I will shake all nations, and what is desired by all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the LORD Almighty. 8 ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the LORD Almighty. 9 ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the LORD Almighty.” 

Intro

1. love
2. This is a message for myself at first, and I’m not here to condemn or rebuke, but I also do believe HS will minister to you like He did to me through this message which has been stirring in my spirit for a while

3.  still I’m not afraid to say anything that I feel led to share since I know who I am in Him ; 

   I am here to please God first and not man (I will do my part, He will do His part) 

Acts 5 29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings
Time 

In Hag 1:2 and 1:4, God contrasts the time that the people are saying has not yet arrived with the time that their actions are confessing has. 

There were certain justifications that would have arrived the nation at the conclusion that the time had not yet come when they should rise up and rebuild the Temple that they had begun some sixteen years previously. 

Firstly there was their fear - probably the most important of their considerations - which had prevented them from continuing in the work so many years previous (Ezra 3:3, 4:4-5). Things had changed since then, too. Instead of a direct decree from King Cyrus being effective and Sheshbazzar governing the area with the words of the king still ringing in his ears, the king had been replaced by Darius who would not have known anything about such a decree (he had to have the royal archives searched when news reached him - Ezra 6:1) and the governors over them were now Tattenai and Shetharbozenai, probably Sheshbazar’s replacements who, again, had no record of such a decree being made. 

What did the Jews expect their reaction to be? Certainly not favourable. Indeed, though they had been fearful of the nations round about 16 years previous, they now were in fear of a much greater threat - the Persian kingdom - who had large armies under their command which could (and possibly would) force them to stop. 

Though fear was probably the most important compulsion that dissuaded them from doing God’s will, the temptation to devote their time and resources to their own personal luxury was also appealing. They weren’t content simply to build residences that would house them until the Temple was completed, they wanted to decorate them lavishly with panelling and adornment to make their lives more comfortable (see below). 

Such resources employed in these tasks ultimately took provision away from the Temple’s reconstruction whether it be in building supplies or in manpower. As God said through the prophet (Hag 1:4) 

‘Is it a time for you yourselves [you, you I say] to dwell in your panelled houses, while this house lies in ruins?’ 

The inference of proclaiming that the time was not yet to rebuild the Temple implied that the time had come to pamper themselves with the trappings of security that only the Lord can supply. And so they justified their great building projects on their own kingdoms by thinking, perhaps, that God wouldn’t mind if they made a name for themselves by building fancier and more glorious accommodation. 

Wouldn’t that be a witness to foreigners that their God was the supreme God when they came and saw how well he had provided for them? Wasn’t it important that, having brought them back to the land, they should secure themselves in the land with residences that befitted God’s special people? The temptation was there and they rose to the occasion! 

Finally, there was the dire problem of failing harvests and insufficient rainfall (Hag 1:10-11) which had produced a lack of real provision for them (Hag 1:6). How could they now commit manpower to the rebuilding work when they needed all the hands they had to till the soil and to look after the crops? And how could they give what dwindling resources they had in building supplies when most of it they could obtain was going to restructure and beautify their own houses? 

So, they reasoned, the time had not yet come to rebuild the House of the Lord (Hag 1:2). 

The Church needs to be wary here, too. It is not enough that we point the finger at the Jews of Haggai’s day and bemoan the fact that they laboured unprofitably for 16 years when we often do the very same things. 

We fear what the people round about us might think of our involvement in building the Body of Christ. We use our resources on our own little kingdoms, buying replacement cars when they do not need replacing, redecorating our houses when the state of decoration is sufficient for many years to come and generally devoting resources that could otherwise be used in advancing the Kingdom of God and the Church of Christ for items that do not profit us eternally. And we find that our resources dwindle so we need to spend more time trying to possess the more we need to prop up our desires and tastes, not realising that it is only when we seek after God that we will find an abundance of provision (Mtw 6:33). 
Now is the time

-encouragement and appreciation first?

Solomons Porch, We are a blessed body of Christ. Especially in terms of finance, by His grace, we have never needed to suffer or be in need and if anything we’ve had more than enough to bless other people or other ministries outside SP as well. Indeed, God has blessed us to be a blessing to others. And SP members, individually too, have been always gracious and generous to give, helping and supporting others in secret along with prayers not expecting to be praised. which I think is so amazing. Through fellow SPers, I also have been learning little by little how to give away, and bless others in which I think I have grown

-self reflection follows?

But, as SP has come to a pivotal time as this, I couldn’t help questioning my way of dealing with my finances again. I couldn’t help asking God whether I have been a really good steward in giving all that’s from Him back to Him. And my conclusion was, sadly, and to be honest, unexpectedly, not enough!! Even considering I know it’s never gonna be enough.

And I found one of the reasons why. It was comfortableness

As P Sam has declared, comfortableness can kill us.

It dawned on me that in some ways it has killed me that I cannot be 100% fully faithful in terms of finance. And I want to talk about how God led me to this conclusion.

We are in a pivotal time in history, His story!

For those of you who don’t know, last year in SP’s seventh year of existence (7 is the number of perfection), we became our own legal independent Church. And now here in year 8 (8 is the number of prosperity), we have the opportunity to move into the promised land, something that will set the bedrock for SP for years, decades and generations to come.

We need to be like Joshua and Caleb in Numbers 13:30 in that “we should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” 

A good and wise SP brother of mine, I will say his name, Chris Lee one of my accountability brothers, mentioned as we were discussing and sharing at the end of 2009 when the first pledge Sunday was brought up that, all of us, have reaped the fruits of other people’s labours and prayers in that every Church we had been too was birthed and financed by the offerings and sacrifices of other people.

And now here was an opportunity for us to be the group birthing a Church ; for the many, many brothers and sisters in Christ who come after us to reap the fruits of our offerings and sacrifices.

But as we hear numbers and stuff, for some reasons, we also hear different opinions and views.
I hope those of you who know me , know that I love SP, I love the people here and all that SP is about. I don’t want to be rude or arrogant, but I have been in the world of finance since 1998 and in banking since 2002. I have a fairly good idea what finance flow into the hands of those who work in this area and to be honest, our Church, in liquid assets, has more than HKD 50mil available. Much, much more.

But as I thought about this stuff, God led Jisun and myself to repentance

The theme for last year was the year of reaping (our verse Luke 12:32). And I know, that praise God many of us reaped some amazing things last year.

As in many cycles, we are called to sow and we will reap what we sow ; this year I feel is one where we need to truly sow, not just with our hearts, minds and souls, but with our strength too.

As Jisun and myself were praying about the faith pledge this year, we asked God, what have You given us that we can bless You with. We have tried, to the best of our abilities, to give You our hearts and the outward expression of this for us is servitude, the using of our gifting and talents for His kingdom, and our finances.

But looking back on our previous year, we came to the conclusion that we didn’t give out of our full strength. 

I am going to embarrass my brother (I don’t think he is listening on line!). Many of you know and met Ed who was here from around Oct 2009 to Sept last year. For his pledge, he gave HKD 100,000. Mind you, this was his life savings for further study, future family and stuff. (he worked for 3 years in Korea as an English teacher). God stirred something in him to give it all. Myself and Jisun on the other hand, pledged a larger amount, but this amount was well within our means. 

Mark 12    

 41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.

   43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.”

My brother Ed could have saved some but he didn’t ; We could have given all to Him but we didn’t. I know the amount itself doesn’t matter to him. He knows every detail about our situation and He sees our hearts. Again, it was about the heart and not about the amount.

And at this point I was reminded of my old Church in Tokyo. I love SP, but I know there are seasons for everything, and I also have such a deep heart and respect for that church.

Speak about the Yohan Church history (I will elaborate).

Also hearing Pastor Dominic Yeo speak about Trinity, breaks my heart too ; oh Lord please just burn a passion for You and the vision You have given us into the whole congregation here and not just a select few.

Haggai 1: 4-14

4"Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?" 

But praise the Lord who is God of second (and third and fourth…) chances.

This year as we prayed, we really felt God challenging us to give my entire bonus to the fund for 2011. We obeyed (mention how last year the amount was higher, this year’s was lower so again some “regret” at not being able to do more ; still we believe God is good to give us this opportunity and pleased with our act of faith; amount itself doesn’t matter.).

But now this is the time ; we did an asset check to see what we could give and we both came to the conclusion that God wasn’t giving us a number but just two words, “all in”. To give until it hurts, to do this just once in our lives. To say God, all we have is truly yours, to be able to confess like David :

14 “But who am I, (and who are my people), that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.

And we also believe in His promises in Luke 12:31-32

Luke 12

31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

I truly believe that HKD 50mil is not it ; I believe that we can raise enough this year to wipe out the debt (I actually got a number of around HKD 100mil in mind).
(Challenge of one year’s banking bonus ; elaborate on where I have come from…, also about the fact that we will make money for the rest of our lives)
Mark 14 :

 3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.

   4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages[a] and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.

   6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7
1 Chronicles 28

  9 “And you, my (son Solomon) Solomon’s Porch, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every desire and every thought. If you seek him, he will be found by you; but if you forsake him, he will reject you forever. 10 Consider now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a house as the sanctuary. Be strong and do the work.” 

1 Chronicles 29

1 Then King David said to the whole assembly: “My (son Solomon) Solomon’s Porch, the one whom God has chosen, is young and inexperienced. The task is great, because this palatial structure is not for man but for the LORD God.

  6 Then the leaders of families, the officers of the tribes of Israel, the commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, and the officials in charge of the king’s work gave willingly. 7 They gave toward the work on the temple of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talent of bronze and a hundred thousand talents of iron. 8 Anyone who had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the temple of the LORD in the custody of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9 The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly. 

David’s Prayer

    10 David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, 

   “Praise be to you, LORD, 
   the God of our father Israel, 
   from everlasting to everlasting. 
11 Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power 
   and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, 
   for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
Yours, LORD, is the kingdom; 
   you are exalted as head over all. 
12 Wealth and honor come from you; 
   you are the ruler of all things. 
In your hands are strength and power 
   to exalt and give strength to all. 
13 Now, our God, we give you thanks, 
   and praise your glorious name. 

   14 “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 15 We are foreigners and strangers in your sight, as were all our ancestors. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. 16 LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. 17 I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things I have given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you.

Esther 4:14

“And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”

Life is short ; our experiences, NZ recently.

James 4

 13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes

This is a Kairos moment for the Church and I don’t want us to miss out on what is going to be an amazing journey in Him not just in our generation, but in the generations to come because of, I will say it, “ a love of money”.

SP, fellow brothers and sisters, do we not proclaim during our worship times that we surrender all to Him, we live our lives for Him, He is our everything. Can we not dip into, for some of us at least, but a fraction of what He has given us to make this vision, SP’s history bear fruit?

Revelation 3

14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 

   These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 

   19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. 

   21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

Talk is cheap, and for those of you who know me, I talk a lot!

I know this is a loaded question, but who here has ever prayed, dialogued, sang “God you are my everything” or “Lord, I live for you”, or “I surrender all to you”. I know I have and I know that there are many times when my actions haven’t lived up to these heart felt confessions (and I believe in that moment of prayer/worship that is truly where my heart is). Brothers and sisters, now is a time where we can bring action to these words

To the leaders and core members, let me encourage you with Hebrews :

Hebrews 13

 5Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said,

   “Never will I leave you; 
   never will I forsake you.”[a]

   6 So we say with confidence,

   “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
   What can mere mortals do to me?”[b]

   7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

I strive to lead by example (I strive, but this doesn’t mean I always achieve…) ; those of you here who are leaders and core members of SP, let’s lead by example (I know I am preaching to the choir in some aspect), let’s live lives where we can tell others, 100% honestly and not arrogantly, “imitate my faith”.

Yet, I know this, in that I and we cannot do this by our own strength. How we need Him to break our hearts to live like this.

Now is the time.
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