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Infant Baptism/Dedication is a communal activity. 

It takes a village to raise a child. We believe it takes a church to raise a child well.  The responsibility for the welfare of our kids is not just the sole responsibility of the parents but is the whole community of faith.

As a church we are receiving this child into our community of faith and promise to raise them up in a manner worthy of Christ so that when their time comes for them need to trust Christ it will be an easy decision because they will have experienced the love and care of God and not based on brokenness and wrong assumptions of God.  

----------

Romans 8:15

For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, Abba Father!

Significant that it talks about adoption vs. birth.  Even though we are born of God, He also adopts us.

US law – birth parents can give up their kids for adoption.

Adopted kids cannot be given up.  That is why adoption process in the US is so time consuming.  The idea of adoption as a parent is you know what you are getting yourself into.  There is a background check, history given – mental, physical, parental.  And with all this information the parent chooses.

God knew everything about us—and chose us anyway!  Let the Holy Spirit speak to you now.

Abba – Aramaic.  Used in conjunction with the Greek for father – pataeurr.

Abba denotes affection and closeness.  

Used just 3 times in Bible – Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane pleading with God to take this cup from Him in Mark 14:36, the above passage in Romans and in Galatians 4:6 which has basically the same message:

And because you are son, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying Abba!  Father!

Interesting that Paul associates fear with the spirit of slavery and the antidote being received as a son.

Fear is an extremely debilitating thing.  I love pushing people to their fears – insects, hiding.

In our cutting edge, modern society we see new fears popping up every day.

Here are some medically documented fears people face today:

Porphyrophobia: fear of the color purple. Aerophobia: fear of drafts. Chaetophobia: fear of hairy people. Levophobia: fear of objects on the left side of the body. Dextrophobia: fear of objects on the right side of the body. Peladophobia: fear of baldness and bald people. Auroraphobia: fear of the northern lights. Calyprophobia: fear of obscure meanings. Thalassophobia: fear of being seated. Stabisbasiphobia: fear of standing and walking. Odontophobia: fear of teeth. Graphophobia: fear of writing in public. Phobophobia: fear of being afraid. 

These fears not only debilitate and terrify people but also in some cases can actually kill people.

Two doctors in Ohio recently identified 15 cases in which people died after a physical assault, although the injuries alone would not have been enough to kill them. Eleven of the 15 cases showed a type of heart-cell death called myofibrillar degeneration.  Acute stress that causes the heart cells to become damaged which leads to death.  

God did not create us to live in fear.  He gave to us the Spirit of adoption so we are sons and daughters.

Dr. E. Stanley Jones

I am inwardly fashioned for faith, not for fear. Fear is not my native land; faith is. I am so made that worry and anxiety are sand in the machinery of life; faith is the oil. I live better by faith and confidence than by fear, doubt and anxiety. In anxiety and worry, my being is gasping for breath--these are not my native air. But in faith and confidence, I breathe freely--these are my native air. A John Hopkins University doctor says, "We do not know why it is that worriers die sooner than the non-worriers, but that is a fact." But I, who am simple of mind, think I know; We are inwardly constructed in nerve and tissue, brain cell and soul, for faith and not for fear. God made us that way. To live by worry is to live against reality.

As a child of God you were not created to live in fear, worry, or anxiety.

You were created to live in faith, freedom, and confidence.

I used to worry a lot.  My brain is always on.  I am not a particularly smart guy and my thoughts may not be the best but they are many.  I had an experience with God that turned my life upside down.

Communion story.

What can I expect to receive in the spirit of adoption?

1. Father’s love and care

Jeremiah 31:3

The Lord appeared to him from afar, saying, “I have loved you with an everlasting love, therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.

The whole of the Bible is about the love that God has for the creation that He skillfully and lovingly created.

1 Peter 5:7


casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.

2. Father’s voice

John 10:27


My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.

Hearing God’s voice is a sign of ownership.

John 8:47

He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.

Henry Blackaby

If I have trouble hearing God speak, I am in trouble at the very heart of my Christian experience.

His voice not just for direction but also for relationship.

Any meaningful relationship is marked by good communication.

3. Father’s direction and guidance

Psalm 32:8


I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon you.

Isaiah 58:11

And the Lord will continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in scorched places, and give strength to your bones…

4. Father’s destiny

John 14:12

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.

Jeremiah 29:11

For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.

A true father’s heart is that their children go farther and do better than themselves could ever dream of.

God’s heart is for you to succeed and be whole.  He wants to launch you into your destiny.

God is for you.  

All these points are part of my story.  I received the Father’s love and care, I heard His voice, and He gave me direction and guidance, and launched me into my destiny.
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