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Mark 1:35-42

Compassion – splagchnizomai – to be moved as to one’s bowels, hence to be moved with compassion. 

Splagchnon – bowels, intestines (heart, lungs, liver, etc…) Guts.

The bowels were regarded as the seat of the more violent passions – anger, love.  But to the Hebrews as the seat of the tenderer affections – kindness, benevolence, compassion – our heart.  

Inward affection.  A heart in which mercy resides.  

We get the word spleen from this word.

Have you ever seen an accident or blood and your stomach quivers?  That’s splagchnizomai.

Jesus saw suffering and His guts shook.

Interior ache touched His will and moved Him into action.

It was a moral decision.

Interior, emotional reaction to an external phenomena.

Jesus was inwardly touched by the leper and moved into action.

Matt 9:36 – saw them as sheep without a shepherd and was moved.

Matt 14:14 – saw the crowd and their sick and was moved.

Matt 15:32 – was moved to feed the large crowd.

Matt 20:34 – was moved to heal the blind men’s eyes.

Jesus was not operating out of duty but out of love.

Love does not demand.  Love moves into action.

PMC – in laws – sometimes grown children feel they owe their parents something in exchange for what their parents have done for them in the past.  Love never makes demands.

Out of that compassion power flows.

Tim Storey – healing of drowning boy.

Bob Pierce

Let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God

What should move God’s people is not duty, responsibility, or ritual.  It should be compassion.  An inward ache that touches our will and moves us into action.
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