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Mark 9:17-29

Key is verse 24 – I do believe; help my unbelief.

Most honest prayer in the Bible.

dimonezomai, ecko both mean have a demon.

Only power the enemy has is the power you give it.

Prayer meeting – “My life sucks.”

Have you noticed how religious we have become?

My story with my mom…so religious I couldn’t get angry with God.

1. He already knows

Hebrews 4:13

And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

2. Enemy wants to operate in hiddenness

Pastor Michael Guglilmucci from Melbourne comes to the stage with an oxygen tube in his nose and leads the congregation in a song of praise that he wrote inspired by his ordeal fighting an aggressive cancer.  Money was raised to help pay his medical bills but it was all a hoax.  It was to cover up a serious pornography addiction.

“The greatest trick the devil ever pulled was convincing the world he didn’t exist.” 

His plan is to divide and conquer and then use shame to keep us hidden.

That is why the Bible talks extensively about community and confession.

James 5:14-16

Sick – not just physical sickness but the word is translated weak, feeble, and powerless.

3. Opens the door to redemption

Being honest with God simply means repentance.  

Being honest about what you did and how you feel.

It is the door to redemption.

Luke 7:36-39

Tools of the trade – long, flowing hair; kisses, perfume, and tears.

Once used to entice and seduce men.  

Now used to minister to Jesus.

Hair – 1st Century only prostitutes had long, flowing hair.

What was his response?

v. 48 – “Your sins have been forgiven.”

v. 50 – “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

It’s about time we get honest with God so the grip of the enemy on our lives is loosed and His work of redemption may take a hold of our lives.

Close with another honest prayer:

2 Chronicles 20:12

…For we are powerless before this great multitude who are coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are on Thee.
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