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2 Peter 1:10

Therefore brethren be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble…

Stumble – ptaio – to fall, to make a mistake, to sin, to fall into misery, become wretched.

Peter tells us that God has put together a strategy to help us to live a fulfilling life.

John 10:10

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that you may have life, and have it abundantly.

Life – zoay – the state of one who is possessed of vitality, life real and genuine, a life active and vigorous, blessed.

One of the strategies that God has given the people of God to really live life is the understanding of submission.

The word submit or subject is the Greek word, hupotasso – to arrange under, to subject one self, to subordinate.  

Hupo – under

Tasso - order

· Greek military term meaning to arrange troop divisions in a military fashion under the command of a leader.  

· In non-military use, it was a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden.

Most people do not like the word submission.  In our culture there are certain very good words that carry negative connotations – obedience, sacrifice, suffering, submission, authority and discipline.

In our culture so enthralled with feeling good and our culture of convenience we often look at these words and concept with contentment.

So many of us have issues with authority.

The Lord dealt with me and I recognized that if I am not a good follower I will not be a good leader.  

Hayford meeting – took so long for a simple instruction because we were all leaders and not good followers.

I spent years submitted to my senior pastor as a youth pastor.

Spent 2 years without a salary serving a church doing announcements.

I. Submitted to God

James 4:7


Submit therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

When we gave our life to God we gave our life to God.  It no longer belongs to us.  We are supposed to be dead but the Bible calls us living sacrifices.  Living martyrs.

Chuck Swindoll


Problem with living sacrifices is we often take ourselves off the altar.

Luke 6:46


Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ and do not do what I say?

In 2006, a judge in New York allowed Jose Luis Espinal to legally change his name to Jesus Christ. Following the decision, Espinal said he was happy and grateful that the judge approved the change. He also said that he was moved to seek the name change about a year prior to the decision when he realized, “I am the person that is that name.”

We’re all a little like Jose — we’re just more subtle. We grab at the title of “Lord” every time we reclaim the management of our life.
We are to arrange our lives under His command.

Submission is about trust and humility.  Trusting that God will take care of us and being humble enough to put ourselves under His authority.

William Hendrickson

When grace changes the heart, submission out of fear changes to submission out of love, and true humility is born.
II. Submitted to Your Own Husband

Ephesians 5:22


Wives be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

Jack Hayford tells a story of a married couple that attended a seminar taught by one of those male demagogues determined to show that the man is in charge at home.  It was the kind of teaching on submission that turns women into doormats.  The husband just loved it.  He had never heard anything like that in his life and drank it all in.  His wife however sat fuming as she listened.

As they left the meeting the husband felt drunk with fresh power.  While driving home he said, “What did you think about that?”  His wife didn’t say anything so he concluded, “I thought it was great.”

When they arrived home he slammed the door and said, “Wait right there—just stand right there.  I’ve been thinking about what the fellow said tonight and I want you to know that from now on that’s the way its gonna be around here.  You got that?  That’s the way things are going to run in this house!”

And having said that he didn’t see her for 2 weeks.  After 2 weeks he could start to see her just a little bit out of one eye.

All joking aside let’s not confuse the text but also let’s not stray too far from it either.

Wives, not women are to submit to their husbands…important point.

The onus for that to happen is not on the woman though.  It is on the man to create an atmosphere of love in the home that makes submission is easy.

Ephesians 5:25

Husbands love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.

Bible is talking about mutual submission, mutual love.  It is both sides.

Most women are very willing to submit if they are loved.

With that said, ultimately the responsibility of the household comes upon the man.  If husband and wife are honoring each other and a decision is to be made and both after prayer cannot come to an agreement then the husband leads.

III. Submitted to a Vision

Submission – coming under a mission.  Coming under a vision.  

For example, the Great Commission is a vision that we should submit to.

We should give our lives to share the gospel with everyone we come in contact with.  God has given to us a platform of influence to help people, love people, and help them to know this great God who loves them.

Esther 4:14

…and who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?

Maybe you are at the place that you are at for such a time as this.

How many of you feel fortunate to be doing what you are doing despite your intelligence, experience, or personal circumstances?  Maybe God has something in mind for you?

Do you know the vision and mission of SP?

A Christ-like family that seeks after God’s heart and transforms lives, communities and nations through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

The Mission of SP:

To know Him, to be like Him, and to make Him known

As an SPer, get submitted to the vision and mission.

IV. Submitted to Your Leaders

Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders, and submit to them for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

This may sound very self-seeking but its not.  It is in your best interest.

Be a blessing to your leaders.  We are under a heavy burden.  A grave responsibility.

James 3:1

Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.

Dedaskalos – one who teaches concerning the things of God and the duties of man.

Do we still submit if the leader is bad or wrong?  Submission is an issue with God first and foremost then man.

Genesis 9:20-27

Cover nakedness.

Blessing flowed to Shem and Japheth but Ham’s descendants, Canaan, were cursed.

God is out to do a work in you.

Let them do it with joy and not grief.  Submit in such a way that brings joy to your leaders.

Honestly – pray, come to spiritually benefitting services and events, give, serve, be friendly, love.

My love language is not words of affirmation.  

I enjoy physical touch but only from my wife and kids.

I enjoy gifts but by far is acts of service—not necessarily to me but when I see servanthood at work I love it.  

European men v. American men – we Americans have a lot to learn.

Submit to your leaders.
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