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Luke 12:48b

…And from anyone who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom they entrusted much of him they will ask all the more.

Stewardship

Historically, stewardship was the responsibility given to household servants to bring food and drinks to a castle dining hall. The term was then expanded to indicate a household employee's responsibility for managing household or domestic affairs. Stewardship later became the responsibility for taking care of passengers' domestic needs on a ship, train and airplane, or managing the service provided to diners in a restaurant. The term continues to be used in these specific ways, but it is also used in a more general way to refer to a responsibility to take care of something owned by someone else.

Stewardship in a Christian context refers to the responsibility that Christians have in maintaining and using wisely the gifts that God has bestowed. God wishes human beings to be his collaborators in the work of creation, redemption and sanctification.

The beauty of stewardship flows when the person who has been entrusted doesn’t see it as a responsibility but as an honor.  Grateful for what God has given and simply wants to be responsible.  An act of thanksgiving.

David Livingstone
I place no value on anything I have or may possess, except in relation to the kingdom of God. If anything will advance the interests of the kingdom, it shall be given away or kept, only as by giving or keeping it I shall most promote the glory of Him to whom I owe all my hopes in time or eternity. 

Tom Phillips – Crusade Director for Billy Graham.  So focused.  

Luke 14:16-24

Once, a man said, "If I had some extra money, I'd give it to God, but I have just enough to support myself and my family." And the same man said, "If I had some extra time, I'd give it to God, but every minute is taken up with my job, my family, my clubs, and what have you--every single minute." And the same man said, "If I had a talent I'd give it to God, but I have no lovely voice; I have no special skill; I've never been able to lead a group; I can't think cleverly or quickly, the way I would like to."

And God was touched, and although it was unlike him, God gave that man money, time, and a glorious talent. And then He waited, and waited, and waited...And then after a while, He shrugged His shoulders, and He took all those things right back from the man, the money, the time and the glorious talent. After a while, the man sighed and said, "If I only had some of that money back, I'd give it to God. If I only had some of that time, I'd give it to God. If I could only rediscover that glorious talent, I'd give it to God." 

And God said, "Oh, shut up."

3 Main areas of stewardship

I. Time

How well are we stewarding our time to God?  Are we spending our most valuable resource in service to God and others?

I would give anything to spend more time with my mom…

II. Talent

How well are we stewarding our talent?  Are we serving others with our talents?  Steering committee – using their skills/gifts to help SP find a new home.  Real estate, law, consulting.

III. Treasure

How well are we stewarding our treasure?  Do we tithe?  Do we give offering?  Are we sharing with those in need?

Using the Luke 14 passage what main things get in the way of our discipleship and stewardship?

Double invitation.  Key to this passage is all the excuses are really bad excuses.

1. Livelihood or Work

Let me get promoted first.  Let me get successful at my job first.  Let me finish this important deal, project first.

2. Possessions

Let me make a $ first.  Let me just enjoy this and get it out of my system then…

3. Relationships

Let me get married first.  Let me just spend some quality time with my spouse first.  Let me have our baby first.

Matthew 6:33

But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.

Are you grateful to the Lord what you do, have, relationships?  Best way to honor is by being thankful for what you have by using those things in service to God, His church, and others.

Let’s steward well!
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