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John 6:16-21

Some of the most comforting words in the entire Bible.

It is I, do not be afraid.

No matter how difficult life gets, trust the Lord.

When times get tough we have a tendency to revert to our old nature.

· Africa – Christians after they get sick go to see their witch doctors.

· Getting older and unmarried – lower our standards of faith and character.

· Financial difficulties and we are tempted not to tithe and give.

Hebrews 13:5-6

Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never leave desert you, not will I ever forsake you,” so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What shall man do to me?”

It’s I, do not be afraid.

Jesus is saying He has not abandoned you especially in the tough times.

Immanuel – God with us.

In this world, there will be difficulties, hardships, disease, and pain.  It is the nature of the fallen world we live in.

John 16:33

These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

Our hope comes from the Lord who has overcome the world.

I. Jesus is in the Storm

Storms happen.  This is life.

Jesus is in the storm.  He is not on holiday somewhere looking from a distance.  He is right in the thick of it.  When you suffer, He suffers.  When you hurt, He hurts.

Have you ever prayed for someone and felt God’s immense heart?  Every once in a while in our prayer lives God will give us a glimpse of His compassion and love.

Youth retreat.

God does amazing things to us in the storm.

David says in the Psalm “You have enlarged me in my distress.”  

God does something very deep and profound in the storm.

Jesus is in the storm.  

It doesn’t matter where you are going.  What matters is with whom you are going with.

Western Christianity seems so fixated on eliminating suffering.  Idea of a blessed life is a life devoid of suffering.  Not true.

William Batten, Fortune Magazine

When I hear my friends say they hope their children don't have to experience the hardships they went through--I don't agree. Those hardships made us what we are. You can be disadvantaged in many ways, and one way may be not having had to struggle.

II. Invite Jesus into your Boat

Volitional act.  Whatever your situation, invite Jesus in. 
Disciples received Him into the boat – volitional act to invite Him into their situation.

God is a gentleman.  He will come where He is invited.

Luke 24:28

And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He would go farther.

He acted.  Why?  Because He needs to be invited.  He has given us a will and the ability to choose.  We can invite Him in or leave Him outside.

Revelation 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.

Whatever you situation is, invite the Lord into it.  Intercede, seek His face and counsel.  

Don’t just rock back and forth and be tossed by the waves but ask Him to come.

Amazing things happen when we ask Him to come.

III. Let Jesus take you to your Destination

In this passage there is no mention that Jesus quieted the storm like in Mark 4 but Jesus this time does His work in a different way.

After He got in the boat, the boat reached its destination.  Whatever the purpose of the storm, the destination was reached.

Wherever it was that the disciples wanted to go – they got there immediately.

Have you ever heard people give testimonies of struggling when they were doing it their way and then when we finally decided to do it His way, everything just flowed?

Relationship with Lisa – banging my head until I gave up and then everything happened.

If we would trust in Him – we will get to our destination.

When we yield and allow Him to be God, we get to where He wants us to go.

God is God and you are not.

It’s Me, Don’t be afraid!

PAGE  
1

