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John 11:21-44

Background:

Lazarus, Mary, and Martha are loved by Jesus (v.5).  They are His friends.  This is who He hangs out with when He is tired and needs rest.  Lazarus dies yet He waits 2 days longer.  

*We have a tendency to think that God doesn’t love us when His answers to our prayers are delayed.  This passage tells us that is not true.

Perspective – ours, Lazarus is dead; God’s, he’s asleep.

Many times what we see and what God sees is so different.

Ezekiel sees dry bones.  God sees an army.

Faith is seeing what God is seeing.  It is His sight.

Hebrews 11:1

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

True faith is not about us.  It’s not about us willing ourselves to believe.  It’s all about Him. It’s about trusting Him regardless of what happens.  It’s about taking God’s perspective on the matter.

John Wesley wrote in his journal on Friday, January 23, 1736:

A terrible screaming began among the English.  The Germans calmly sang on.  I asked one of them afterward, ‘Were you not afraid?’  He answered, ‘I thank God, no.’ I asked, ‘But were not your women and children afraid?’ He replied mildly, ‘No; our women and children are not afraid to die.’  

In that moment, Wesley realized that up until then, his had been a dry-land, fair-weather faith.  In his panic, Wesley only focused on his current danger and the imminence of death.  He lost sight of God’s promises and the centrality of Christ in the life of faith.


At this hour, we need to walk by faith and not by sight.  There is no time for a “dry-land, fair weather faith.”  For many of us, we are in a storm and those circumstances require a different kind of faith.

We want to focus on one narrative in the passage – Martha and her faith journey.

Jesus led Martha in this passage to confront her faithlessness and to recognize the limitations of her faith.

Let’s look at Martha.

I. Martha’s faith was limited to circumstances

Her faith was limited.  It was based on circumstances.  The death of Lazarus meant the end of Martha’s faith.

v. 21


…Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.

She believed that Jesus had the power to raise her brother up from the sick bed but not from the grave.  Her limited faith restricted the power of Christ.

Matthew 13:58


And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.

Limited faith is controlled by circumstances, and motivated by fear of failure.

II.  Martha’s faith was limited to creeds

Her faith was fundamental.  Jesus tries to kindle hope and faith in Martha by stating that her brother shall rise again but all Martha does is state a great truth.  That is not enough.  

Jesus states, “I am the resurrection and the life…” Jesus is saying He has all the power over life and death and then asked, “Do you believe this?”

Martha evaded the question by stating her fundamental faith in her creed.

It is not enough to believe in a creed only.  Faith must go beyond our creeds to the living all-powerful Christ.

Jesus wanted faith and all He got were creeds.

II. Martha’s faith was unlimited

At first her limited faith got in the way but she finally moved into action.

v. 39-40

Jesus said, “Remove the stone.”  Martha, the sister of the deceased, said to Him “Lord, by this time there will be a stench, for he has been dead four days.”

Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you, if you believe you will see the glory of God?”

So they removed the stone.

There will be moments in our lives where Jesus will ask us to remove the stone – move into action.

Though she objected in unbelief at first after Jesus’ challenge for her to believe she moved into action.

Martha believed and waited to see the glory of God and she was not disappointed.  

Romans 10:11


For the Scripture says, “whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.”

People often say, “seeing is believing” but that’s not true.  You believe and then see.  Faith comes before sight.

Youth pastor job – going full-time. (budget, salary, etc…)

Jump and He will catch you.

One night a house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the roof. The father stood on the ground below with outstretched arms, calling to his son, "Jump! I'll catch you." He knew the boy had to jump to save his life. All the boy could see, however, was flame, smoke, and blackness. As can be imagined, he was afraid to leave the roof. His father kept yelling: "Jump! I will catch you." But the boy protested, "Daddy, I can't see you." The father replied, "But I can see you and that's all that matters."

When God asks you to remove the stone, do it.

How important is faith?

Martin Luther

God our Father has made all things depend on faith so that whoever has faith will have everything, and whoever does not have faith will have nothing.

Luke 18:8


…However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?
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