LUKE 10:27; 38-42 – “THE ONE THING – Stay connected”
      27      …“YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” ….

Martha and Mary
38
Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed Him into her home. 

39
She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His word. 

40
But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help me.” 

41
But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things; 

42
but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” 

A few weeks ago, I share with you a message from Luke 10:27. You will no doubt recall the greatest commandment that Jesus has given us.  Can someone recite that?      

27      …“YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” ….

mmm…I guess we have to include this verse to our GIC “Grow in Christ” discipleship course so that it will stick in our heart, our mind and our soul.  Perhaps, I should keep reciting this commandment throughout my sermon so that we could all learn this off by heart.  
Ok – turn to our bible.

No bible ( usher!

Can I now invite you to read out this commandment out with me.   123
27      …“YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” ….

My message this morning is a sequel to my last message. As you might recall, last time, we studied the parable of the Great Samaritan to demonstrate the second part of the commandment – love your neighbor as yourself. Today I would like to focus on the first part of the commandment. 
Last time I showed you two paintings that I liked. This morning, I would like to share with you a clip which explain to you why we shall love the Lord our God with our heart, and with all our soul and with all our strength and with all our mind; And your neighbor as yourself. 

Video

There are two reasons I shared this video with you.  The primary reason is that I hope to remind ourselves of the great love of God, the sacrifices he made for.  It is for that reason that we should live out the greatest Commandment.  God loves us so much that He sent His only begotten son so that that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  It is not just eternal life but a life of abundance.   This week, I showed this clip with someone who is a seeker faith.   I told her from the bottom of my heart that many people place hurdles before they finally say yes to Jesus.   Accepting JC in our life is only just the beginning of a journey.  Speaking from my experience with God, there are so much more that are await of us at the other side of the bridge, as shown in the clip.  It only takes a simple step of faith to cross over and the grass over here is definitely greener and flesher and more than you could fathom.  Yes, God may not remove every challenge coming our ways but one thing we can be sure is that when we invite God into our life,  He is right by our side in good times and in bade times.   It is my sincere wish for those who have not yet come to say yes to JC and invite JC into your life, that you will cross over that bridge because I do not wish to see you left out from all the great things what God has installed for you.   You know, when someone come to Christ, the heaven rejoices.  So, for any one of you who watched the clip and follow that prayer at the end of the clip, please do let me know so that I could rejoice also.  
The second reason that I would show you this clip is let you know that there are online resources which you can use to share the gospel with other people.  It can be creative.  You can actually download this clip onto your smart phone.  So when someone asks about your faith, you can show them the video on top of your own testimony.  
1 John 4:19 :  We love because God first loved us. 
This morning, I would like to focus on the first part of the great commandment with the insight that we can get from the Story of Martha and Mary:         
27      …“YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND;
Ok…now let’s get onto the Martha and Mary story.  

38 Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed Him into her home.

 39 She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord's feet, listening to His word.

 40 But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him and said, "Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help me."

 41 But the Lord answered and said to her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things;

 42 but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her." (Luk 10:38-42 NAU)

TENSION BETWEEN LOVING GOD AND LOVING OTHERS/SERVING
If you look at overall text structure of the book of Luke, we would realize that together with the greatest commandment,  the parable  of good Samaritan and the story of Martha and Mary are to be read together.   Often times, when we tried to live out the greatest commandment to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength and with all our mind, our neighbor as ourselves, we might come to situations where loving God and loving other seems to be in conflict.   There seem to be a tension between the two.  Here,  Luke uses the parable of good Samaritan and the story of Martha and Mary to highlight to us some of our blind spots in living this commandment.  If you were here a few week ago when I share with your about the parable of good Samaritan, you might recall me telling you that it is quite possible that the priest and the Levite did not stop to help the man who was beaten to half dead because the priest and Levite do not wish to become unclean in the eyes of God.   So, they could have good intention in their mind.  They wish to stay holy and pure for God.  They stuck to the formality without seeking the heart of God for that situation.  Obviously, when it comes to a person’s life, the Lord wish us to have compassion for His people and to do our best to help the needy.  
Now, on the flip side of the coin, when we come to the story of Martha and Mary, it is very clear from the start of the story that Martha is the first person who welcomed JC to the house 
Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed Him into her home.

Here Martha, from very start we know that she only have one focus and that is JC and she was trying her very best to serve the Lord the way she knows best.  

But the Lord seemed to be rebuking Martha’s effort while Mary just sat there and did nothing.. just listen.  Hang on there…didn’t JC just taught us through the parable of good Samaritan that we must do our best to serve and to love other?  Didn’t JC just rebuke the priest and Levite for their inaction? How come He is now rebuking Martha for her effort while praising Mary for her inaction?   So, how do we reconcile the two?   
Brothers and sisters, quite often we would this tendency to turn spiritual principle turn into formula.   Yes, Standardization definitely will provide us with a lot of convenience but we have to be mindful our God is a personal God. He wants to have a relationship with us, meaning that he wish to dialogue with us; he wish to have interaction with us.  With these two stories, Luke wants to tell us that there is no fixed formula.  We need to have discernment from God every time and every situation.  The test here is not as simple as  “to do or not to do”; “to care or not to care”, “to love and not to love”, mind you both Martha and Mary loves JC.   There is no hard and fast rule. Here, God is asking us to seek after His heart in every decision we made.  The is no easy way out.  
WWJD “What would JC do?”  is definitely a good water-mark for us to follow.    When we start actively seeking what God wants, then the tension / the struggle between Loving God and Serving other will soon become a non-issue.  Simply because we hear from God.
THE ONE THING
When I told people that I am going to talk about the story of Martha and Mary, people told me that it is so unfair to Martha. If Martha also sat down at Jesus' feet, who's gonna prepare the dishes?  Don’t we need to take care of our basic needs?  Without people like Martha, our Sunday service will not run as smoothly as now. If everyone is going for the pre-service prayer, who will take care of the welcoming?  There will be no more nice hot coffee served by our very loving barista before the service.   We cannot simply all day long just do “soaking” and read God’s words and neglect all the practicality of life.    Life is more than just ministry, isn’t it?
For those who know me well, they would probably say that I am very much a Martha.  There are many times happening at the same time all the time.  Just to give you an example.  on 30 Nov, I send off a prayer to cover me for the next eleven days because my schedule.  There are at least 16 things on my list which I need to attend before flying back to Australia tonight.  – yes, mostly for ministry purposes, meeting friends and family.  
In the past, many time ppl used Martha to tell me to slow down.  Sometimes, I felt indignant with that comments.   At times, I could not help but ask, did you not see the need of ppl? If there is no Martha, who is going to do all the work?  God, did u not tell us to follow the good example of the good Samaritan?  In my frustration, I would be like Martha “God, please send someone to help”.  In fact, many times, I keep telling myself not to be Martha, not to be Martha, spend more quiet time with God…you need rest…honestly, a lot of time, not very successful. I am still finding the balance…
I am really thankful that God inspire me to prepare this sermon based on the Martha and Mary story.  Thanks to the prayer support,  I have so much peace in preparing this sermon.  In preparation of this sermon, I was able to spend more than to study, to mediate on this story.     When the bible said that we need to mediate on God words day and night, it is definitely is a word of wisdom.  Sometimes, we read bible too quickly and we draw too many assumptions and jump to the conclusion without fully digesting the text.  As I started reading up other commentaries and meditating on the text, I found myself could not quite agree with some commentators. They said that JC was rebuking Martha for being too busy with worldly things and not spending time with God.  
If you look at JC reply:

“Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things; 

42
but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” 

You may call this a reader response – that is I am reading myself in the text.  But I really did not feel that JC was harsh on Martha.  JC here was very gentle with Martha and his comments was full of love.  He is simply explained to Martha why He would not command Mary to help Martha as Martha has requested.  
JC simply told Martha that he will not interrupt Mary’s choice because she has chosen the good part. I know some translation the word “better”.     And, if you look at the Greek word for “good”, it is a neutral term which is not intended to indicate any kind of comparison.  JC never said that work is bad.   All we see here is that JC said that he would not take away from  Mary what she chose to do.  But ALSO at the same, JC did not stop Martha from doing what she was doing as well.  

If we read carefully, what JC care most is not the work itself; what JC concern most is Martha’s heart condition.  The scripture here said: She was distracted. She was worried and bothered about many things.

The next question we need to ask here is that what that one thing Jesus was talking about.   Let’s do that by elimination and deduction…

As I mentioned early, JC knew that Martha loved Him because Martha is the first person who welcome him to the house and make all these preparations so that Jesus can enjoy His stay with them.  Therefore, this one thing is not referring to the love of God because both of them love God. 
Ok, let’s look at what Mary did –what does the text say here?  O Mary was “Mary, who was seated at the Lord's feet, (a very submissive position!!)  listening to His word.”.  That is!  It means that instead of busy doing worldly thing, we must spend time with God, be submissive and attentive and  WE MUST dig deeper into God’s words.  Well…YEAH…BUT THAT IS not ALL.   Jesus said “Mary has chosen the good part / good portion. “  That mean that  “spending time with God and digging deeper into God’s words” is only part of the one THING that is necessary.  
btw, if we look at different translation, the word “preparation” means serving  or doing ministry.  So, we cannot accuse Martha for being busy for worldly things because her heart and effort was all geared toward serving God.  
So, what does this one thing mean? 
If I can, I would like to bring you back in your mind to the clip that I showed you earlier.  The drawing of bridge, the blood of Jesus… what is all this for?  What did God want?  He wants to have relationship with us – with you and I.  He wants us to stay connected with Him.  He wants us to love Him with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength and with all our mind.  So today, I want to put forward you that the one thing that is needed is to stay connected with God no matter what you are doing.  

A lot of time, when we look at the verse “but the one thing that is needed / the one thing that is necessary”, we often thought that it was what Martha needed; what Mary needed.  Could it also be that it is what God needed?  
I don’t know if you remember.  After the Tsunami in Japan in March this year, we prayed for Japan during our Sunday service.  I was leading that prayer.  The Sat night before, I found a prayer song for Japan Tsunami on the youtube and I thought it would be good to show the congregation a clip with all the prayer updates from Japanese missionaries about the conditions over there and I could use that sound clip as background music.  
I can assure that I am by no means a techie person.  My worse track record is to wipe out the entire os system two days after I bought my macbook.    You may not be aware.  Sunday is the busiest time for us.    So that Sunday, I came in the office early to try to put the clip and work it out on my own.  But for some reason I could not fix certain bug.  So the clip could not make it to the first service.  I quickly text Paul Mariott and asked him to help me after first service.  He looked at the program I used and said this free program is no good.  He helped me to download another program and offered to take the clip materials home and work with his own professional software and he will email the final product to me.  So just to play safe, I would work on the clip in between service.  I could not get the clip fixed and finally Paul emailed me the clip just after the service has started.  So I rushed upstairs and give it Kenny.   But it was too late.  So I said to myself, “Well, at least I try the best!”  I was not discouraged.
So, honest to heart, I started off with good intention to serve God and trying my best to raise His people’s compassion.  I know how powerful the media could be and it could speak more in terms of content and impact than me relating these stories.  But I must confess to you that when I was frantically working on the clip after the first service,  there is this particular moment - this small voice of HS did tell me to stop working on the clip and ask me to pray for my heart and the heart of the congregation instead.  Instead of obeying to God immediately, I told God “Just let me work on this clip a bit more and I will be pray afterwards.”  

The next day I met up with my mentor for b’fast at MacDonald and I relate this incident with her.  As I was sharing this story to her, God just cut into my mind with the verse from 1 Cor 1:27 – 29

27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God.   

God was telling me that “Sophia, I don’t need you to use the clip to talk to my people.  All I need from you that time is to prepare your heart for me to use you by praying, by talking to me.”    In the zest of serving God with all my heart and strength, and under the name of giving God the best, I chose to follow the way that what my heart has decided to be the best way.  I chose to ignore that small still voice because it is not in line with what I have planned.  Thus, I already spent so much time on it.  I don’t want to see things get wasted.  In other words, I was distracted from the call that God has given me in the first place.   I started with God’s agenda and little by little I turn that into my own agenda.  It was good that we did not get around to show that clip.   Otherwise, I would lose this teaching moment by God and I would be prideful.  There is nothing that I could boast before God.    So there I was, on a Monday morning, crying my heart out in MacDonald.  Honestly, I hate crying in the public but honestly, I am kind of get used it now.   If he wants to move my heart,  any where any where is fine.  I still remember that time,  I was convicted and felt so sorry to God for ignoring him.  I am doing God’s work, if he is not with me and if it is done in His way, what is the point of doing it.  
Many months later, a girl from the congregation told me that she was very touched by the prayer I made for Japan that time.  So, I have my redemption.  Once again I was reminded that His way is higher than my way. 
Loving God our Lord WITH ALL OUR HEARTS, OUR SOULS, OUR STRENGTH AND OUR MIND

This week, in preparation of the sermon, I did a quick survey, mainly with my HC ppl.  I ask them to name one worldly thing that has taken up a lot of their time and their mind and heart these days.   The sample size is about 10% of our congregation and mostly single…,so I guess that it would give us a good reference point for …

Here is the top 10 of the list of things that consumed our ppl in SP:

1. Internet  

2. Gadgets  such as camera and Ipad – searching and downloading apps
3. Work & Career  

4. Money

5. future marriage  

6. Studies & Striving for Knowledge Enrichment 

7. Their love ones

8. Self-image / identity

9. Korean drama 
10. Striving to see ppl to live out their potentials (most positive one!!)

11.  An odd / interesting one – democracy (I think this person just have a fight with her boyfriend)

Can you identity yourself in the list?  Well, I can definitely hit a number of these things on the list.  

(just to let you know a little secret of mine –  …ever since my brother has given me his old iphone early on this year,  within a time span less than one year, I hv downloaded 229 apps and at the moment there are 127 apps on my iphone.  At one stage, the iphone won’t let me add one particular app because I have more that 9 screens… GOD SUPERNATURAL INTERVENTION.  In the course of preparing this sermon, I downloaded yet another 3 apps…all very functioning) – yes I m anapp fanatic.  So help me God.
Recently, I have conversation with people who have heart and drive for Christ and they shared with me the frustration they meet when they see other Christians in their workplace are not living a life that is reflective of Christ.   Because these colleagues are Christians, they gave them extra grace and tolerance but was disappointed that they never quite improved.  Some of these people are even leaders in the church.   When I was in the Japan for mission trip, one of the jokes on Japanese Christians is that you can never tell  these people are Christian until they died because you are invited to their Christian funeral.   To be honest, I shared their frustration especially when I come across with people with so much talent but chose not to  live fully for Christ.   I think one of the problems is that we are making a dichotomy of things. We are living a parallel life or double life.  We divided things into secular and sacred.  We called work, money, career secular thing / worldly thing while calling serving at church as sacred thing.  

Again and Again, Jesus emphasis to us is that it is not the form but the essence.  Mind you! JC did not rebuke the work that Martha did.  If we look at our top 10 list again, all these things standing alone is neutral.   They will only become secular or become sacred depending how we make them to be.   It would only become an obstacle to our relationship with God if we turn them into our idol! I think what God is challenging us today is to examine our heart condition.  The essence of this greatest commandment is that we need to ask ourselves “ in all the things that we do, are we doing for the love of God?  Is every single thought that come through our heart and mind is being screened by the HS and is taken captive to Christ Jesus.   Are you putting God in priority in every decision we made?  When he intervene / interrupt our life, are we ready to listen and obey?

Well, given that I have 229 apps on my itune library,  I must say that we should have more grace to our fellow brothers and sisters because each one of us is still very much a work in progress.   Like P. Nate said last week, even Paul, the shining example for Christ at their peak of his ministry is still not reach there yet.    On the other hand, we should not take this grace from God for granted.   I want to emphasis today that I believe that this commandment to love God with all our hearts, with all our souls and with all strength and all our minds is not just an ideal. It is not something that is unattainable.   Brothers and Sisters, God is not a kill joy! It is totally workable.   Jesus, taking the human form tripping himself with all the deity, came to this world to demonstrate to us that it is possible to follow this commandment.  
P. Sam mentioned a few times about this book called “Practice the presence of God” by brother Lawyers.  In this book, brother Lawrence shared with us how he stayed connected with God even when he was doing the most mandate kind of work such as washing dishes.  In his book, Brother Lawrence said that in the beginning, he has to constantly reminded himself that he was “doing this for the love of God.”  i.e. he cook for other for the love of God. He washed the dish for the love of God. He mediate on God’s word for the love of God….As he kept practicing the presence of God every day for every little thing,  he was able to re-condition his heart and eventually having that presence of God in him has become one of the most natural thing for him.    If you look at the life of Brother Lawrence, he was doing things that Martha was doing but the difference is that Martha got distracted with the preparation while Brother Lawrence stayed connected with God.

The key is whether we are willing to make the effort to stay connected with God.   I again emphasis the key operative words “Willing” and “making effort”.  That is why the commandment said we need to love God with all our strength.  It might sound a bit daunting.  A lot of times, God is only requiring us to take little step – one step at the time.  

Perhaps, each time when you are about to make decision, be it business decision or personal decision, you can ask HS whether it is good decision or  you can even ask HS if there are better way to go about it. Perhaps, before you are about to take up a new role in your company or you want to change your job, you would ask HS also whether such move is in accordance with His will and plan for you.  Perhaps, it is to give thanks to God whenever we are blessed.  Perhaps, when you see an ads about new gadget coming out and your heart was singing with joy – you felt it was saying to you 'buy me, your life will be that much better for it', you would take the step to ask HS, does it really help to improve my life or should I spend the money on other thing?  God might say yes to you… Sometimes, we don’t dare to ask those questions because we don’t want to know that answer.  But then, you will never know if you never ask.  

 P. Selamet – no party, no music, no turkey, no roast – but there cannot be no “Christ” during Christmas. My challenge to you : There must not be “no Christ” in our Christian walk.

To close this point, I would like to draw your attention to Matt 21:28 “A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go work today in the vineyard.'  29 "And he answered, 'I will not'; but afterward he regretted it and went.   30 "The man came to the second and said the same thing; and he answered, 'I will, sir'; but he did not go.

 31 "Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first."  (Mat 21:28-31 NAU)

Church, we are call to live out the greatest commandment “      27      …“YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; your neigbour as yourself”

My question to you today:  Which of the two sons are you?

One pure and holy passion

Lead Worshipper: Candi Pearson

Give me one pure and holy passion

Give me one magnificent obsession

Give me one glorious ambition for my life

To know and follow hard after You

Give me one pure and holy passion

Give me one magnificent obsession

Give me one glorious ambition for my life

To know and follow hard after You

To know and follow hard after you

To grow as your disciple in your truth

This world is empty, pale, and poor

Compared to knowing you, my Lord

Lead me on and I will run after you

Lead me on and I will run after you

Give me one pure and holy passion

Give me one magnificent obsession

Give me one glorious ambition for my life

To know and follow hard after you

To know and follow hard after you

To grow as your disciple in the truth

This world is empty, pale, and poor

Compared to knowing you my Lord

Lead me on and I will run after you

Lord to know and follow hard after you

And to grow as your disciple in your truth

This world is empty, pale, and poor

Compared to knowing you my Lord

Lead me on and I will run after you

Lead me on and I will run after you

Lead me on and I will run after you 
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