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House Church Ice Breaker – What word comes to mind when you think about prayer?

Intimacy, contending, relationship, transforming, communication, hope, change, presence, passion, blessing, relationship, discipline, quiet time, communion, praying in spirit and truth, listening, consistency, disciplined, power, desperation, conversation, God's will/plan, talking to myself.
Laborious, difficult work, time, guilt, battle, boredom, brute force/sheer will power, distractions, inadequate, something I don't do enough of/ or should do more of, "Oh yeah" (as in I forgot about it but I should do more).

We all know prayer is important.  

CS Lewis

The moment you wake up each morning, all your wishes and hopes for the day rush at you like wild animals. And the first job each morning consists in shoving it all back; in listening to that other voice, taking that other point of view, letting that other, larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing in.

What is prayer?
I learned more about prayer in one day with a true prayer warrior, Dick Simmons than in dozens of books that I have read the ten years previous. 
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If you go to pray--that's not true prayer. True praying is waiting on God and joining the Holy Spirit's intercession. True praying is birthed out of the Holy Spirit.

It is not a program or a list-it's depending, trusting, and obeying. 

True prayer is responding to God, the Holy Spirit. 

In the Hebrides Islands off the coast of Scotland, 7 men prayed for three years, three nights a week in a barn to pray for revival. They entered into a covenant with God in accordance with Isaiah 62:6-7: 

On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; 

All day and all night they will never keep silent. 

You who remind the Lord, take no rest for yourselves; 

And give no rest until He establishes 

And makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.                                                                       They would give God no rest until He sent revival.  
One night while reading Psalm 24:3-5: 

Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? 

And who may stand in His holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood, 

And has not sworn deceitfully.

He shall receive a blessing from the Lord 

And righteousness from the God of his salvation.   

One of the men spoke out, "Brethren, is it not so much humbug to be waiting thus night after night if we ourselves are not right with God?" He then lifted his hands and cried out, "Oh God, are my hands clean? Is my heart pure?" Immediately he fell prostrate on the floor. An awesome awareness of God filled the barn. God released a stream of supernatural power in their lives. That night they found themselves searched by the holiness of God and saw things in their lives they had never suspected. As they were walking back into town, something had happened in their town. Drunks were making their way to church on their hands and knees crying out for mercy. The church was being filled with saints and sinners crying out to God. Later they called upon a well-known evangelist, Duncan Campbell to come and speak and lead the revival. There was so much power in those meetings. One unsaved man said, "I haven't been to church, but this revival is in the air. I can't get away from the Spirit." 

A bus driver became so burdened that he stopped the bus and made a plea to his passengers to repent feeling sure that someone was hearing God's last call to salvation and wouldn't not be returning home with them. The warning went unheeded and before the return journey a young man who had been on the bus was killed in a tragic circumstance. 

All because a young man "really prayed." 

Prayer can change nations, bring revival, tear down strongholds. 
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God shapes the world by prayer. The more praying there is in the world the better the world will be, the mightier the forces against evil. The prayers of God's saints are the capital stock of heaven by which God carries on His great work upon the earth. God conditions the very life and prosperity of His cause on prayer.

What does the Bible say?                                                                                                     Luke 18:1-8 
Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart.

Key is if the unrighteous judge will answer how much more a righteous God who really cares for us. 

While Jesus was on earth, He prayed so much. If the Son of God needed to pray, then we should pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5:17). 
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Change our attitudes

We were designed to fellowship with God & without that fellowship we ache in emptiness. He Himself planted the longing there, a longing all of us share.
Augustine, Confessions

For thou hast made us for Thyself and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in Thee.
A tale is told about a small town that had historically been "dry," but then a local businessman decided to build a tavern. A group of Christians from a local church were concerned and planned an all-night prayer meeting to ask God to intervene. It just so happened that shortly thereafter lightning struck the bar and it burned to the ground. The owner of the bar sued the church, claiming that the prayers of the congregation were responsible, but the church hired a lawyer to argue in court that they were not responsible. The presiding judge, after his initial review of the case stated, "no matter how this case comes out, one thing is clear. The tavern owner believes in prayer and the Christians do not."


We who believe in prayer must change our attitudes.

William Barclay

When we pray, remember:

1. The love of God that wants the best for us.
2. The wisdom of God that knows what is best for us.
3. The power of God that can accomplish it.

Prayer is transcendent, it is beyond us.
Peter Jennings with Mother Teresa


What do you say to God when you pray?


“Nothing, I listen.”


What does God say to you?


“Nothing, He listens”

And if you can’t understand that, I can’t help you.

Prayer is spiritual.

It is a loving Father earnestly seeking the fellowship and intimacy with His children.

Not that He needs us, but we need Him like a mother that comes to a weary infant.

James 4:8 
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
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