The Theology of Knowing God’s Will

I. THREE VIEWS OF GOD’S WILL 

A. Traditional View – This is the majority view, which holds that God has individual plans outlined in detailed for us to know. 
1. Description:

2. Negative consequences of this view:

B. Traditional Charismatic View –It holds that God has a specific individual plan for people, and we are to obtain this knowledge from direct communication with God. 

1. Description: 

2. Negative consequences of this view:

C. Wisdom View – This view teaches that there is an individual specific plan of God, but this plan is secret. God does not normally reveal it to us. However, as we become wiser, our hearts become more like His and our minds internalize more of the Scriptures. Then we can have better discernment and wise decisions. 

The first two views are about making right decisions. The third is about becoming the right person. 

II. TWO WILLS OF GOD IN THE BIBLE

Deuteronomy 29:29, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.”

Charles Hodge’s View:

A. Decretive will - The secret plan of God. 

B. Preceptive will – The revealed commands of God. 

Deuteronomy 29:29, “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children for ever, that we may follow all the words of this law.” 

III. ONE INDIVIDUAL WILL 

A.   Romans 12:1-2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

B. Romans 8:28-29 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” – When God is looking at our lives, His concern is that we become more like Christ, not so much what we do in detail. His predestination is not about detailed things in our lives, but about moral things in our hearts. As we decide and discern in our lives, we become more and more like Christ. 

IV. SEVEN PROCESSES OF BIBLICAL DECISION-MAKING

A. Dedicate

B. Research

1. Biblical Data

2. Situational Data

C. Pray

D. Discuss

E. Meditate

F. Decide

G. Anticipate

