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Psalm 8:4-6
Let's review…

· Adam was comparable to or similar to God – so much like God that it was illusionary. 

· God was recognized in Adam, which meant that Adam "carried the weight" here on earth. 
· Adam represented God, presenting again His will on the earth.  Re-present

· Adam was God's governor or manager here.                                
· The earth was Adam's assignment-it was under Adam's charge or care.  
· Adam was the watchman or guardian.                                            
· How things went on planet earth, for better or worse, depended on Adam and his offspring. 
· So complete and final was Adam's authority on earth that he, not just God, had the ability to give it away to another. Luke 4:6 
· So complete and final was God's decision to do things on earth through human beings that it cost God the Incarnation to regain what Adam gave away.
· God chose from the time of creation to work on the earth through humans, not independent of them. 
· Though God is sovereign and all-powerful Scripture tells us that He limited Himself concerning the affairs of the earth to working through human beings.  Philippians 2:3-8 Kenosis passage
This is the reason the earth is such a mess-not because God wills it so, but because of His choice to work and carry out His will through people. 

Scripture is full of:                                                                                          
· God and humans, for better or worse, doing it together.  
· God needing faithful men and women.                                                       
· God needing a race through whom to work.                                                
· God needing prophets, judges, and kings.                                                   

· God needing a human Messiah.                                                                 

· God needing human hands to heal human voices to speak and human feet to go. 

How do we reconcile the divide of God’s sovereignty and human responsibility?

R.B. Kuiper, Calvin Seminary

I liken them to two ropes going through two holes in the ceiling and over a pulley above. If I wish to support myself by them, I must cling to them both. If I cling only to one and not the other, I go down.

God asks us to ask for His kingdom to come and His will to be done (Matt. 6: 10). Why? Would God want us to waste time asking for something that was going to happen anyway? 
He asks us to ask for daily bread (Matt. 6:11), yet He knows our needs before we even ask. 
He asks us to ask that laborers be sent into the harvest (Matt. 9:38). But doesn't the Lord of the harvest want that more than we do?

Are not these things God's will. Why then, am I supposed to ask Him for something He already wants to do if it's not that my asking somehow releases Him to do it?                               
Andrew Murray 
God's giving is inseparably connected with our asking.
Why the risk? Why would God do it this way? RELATIONSHIP!!! 

Either God wants this earth in this condition or He doesn't.  If not, 
1. He is powerless to do anything about it. 

2. He is waiting on something from us to bring about change. 

The implications are huge.  We for the most part do not want this responsibility.

Let’s look at some scriptures…

ELIJAH 
1 Kings 18:1 
...I will send rain on the face of the earth…
Whose idea was it to send rain?  God.
Whose initiation?  God. 

Whose will?  God. 

If it was God's timing, initiation, and will, why did it take a human's prayers to birth the rain? 
Why 7 times? 7 is Biblical number of completion. 

God was teaching us that we must pray until the task is accomplished. 

James 5:17-18

Elijah needed to pray to bring about the rain because God has chosen to work through people. 

DANIEL 
Daniel 9 - promise of revival and deliverance. We tend to wait passively for it until it comes. 
What does Daniel do? 9:3 – He prays.

Paul Billheimer
Daniel evidently realized that intercession had a part to play in bringing the prophecy to pass. God had made the prophecy. When it was time for its fulfillment He did not fulfill in arbitrarily outside of His program of prayer. He sought for a man upon whose heart He could lay a burden of intercession. As always God made the decision in heaven.  A man was called upon to enforce that decision on earth through intercession and faith. 

EZEKIEL 
Ezekiel 22:30-31                                                                                                                Bible tells us that God's character and existence are completely independent of any created thing (Acts 17:24-25) and God already has all resources in His hands (Job 41:11, Psalm 50:10-12), but God needs our prayers. 

God's holiness, integrity, and truth prevent Him from simply excusing sin, there must be judgment. But God is love and His desire is to redeem and show mercy. 
Ezekiel 33:11
He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked.
James 2:13


…mercy triumphs over judgment.
Paraphrase 
"While My justice demanded judgment, My love wanted forgiveness. Had I been able to find a human to ask Me to spare this people, I could have. It would have allowed Me to show mercy. Because I found no one, however, I had to destroy them." 
C. Peter Wagner           

We must understand that our sovereign God has for His own reasons so designed this world that much of what is truly His will He makes contingent on the attitudes and actions of human beings. He allows humans to make decisions that can influence history. Human inaction does not nullify the atonement, but human inaction can make the atonement ineffective for lost people. 

Jack Hayford 

Prayer is essentially a partnership of the redeemed child of God working hand in hand with God toward the realization of His redemptive purposes on earth. 

We pray because we as the redeemed are partnering with a loving God who wants to redeem all mankind to Himself.

The agent of change is the church.
There is a responsibility that we have.

When Queen Victoria was a child, she didn't know she was in line for the throne of England. Her instructors, trying to prepare her for the future, were frustrated because they couldn't motivate her. She just didn't take her studies seriously. Finally, her teachers decided to tell her that one day she would become the queen of England. Upon hearing this, Victoria quietly said, "Then I will be good." The realization that she had inherited this high calling gave her a sense of responsibility that profoundly affected her conduct from then on.

Queen Elizabeth’s realization of her higher calling changed her conduct.

I pray the sons and daughters of the one and only King as we realize our higher calling would change our prayers.

But we are not doing it on our own.  He is with us!

Without God, we can’t.  Without us, He won’t

A young man was complaining to God about the condition of the world.  Lord, why are so many people hungry and poor?  Why are there so many people who are suffering?  Why are there so many people lost?  Why are there so many people dying? 

The Lord replied, “I gave you a job so you can help those who are hungry and poor.”

“I gave you two hands and two ears so you can help the suffering.”

“I gave you two feet and a mouth so you can share My love with the lost.”

 “I gave you My Son so everyone can live forever.”

The man replied, “Oh.” 
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