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Matthew 6:9
Pray then in this way… 

The Lord gave this prayer as a model prayer. 

The Lord's Prayer is actually a group of six topics. 
First century rabbis usually taught by giving topics of truth. They listed certain topics and then under each topic the rabbis provided a complete outline. 
In His model prayer, Jesus did the same thing.  He gave us six topics to be followed in prayer under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

· There are certain ancient writings that contain the prayers of early Christians that are based upon the Lord's Prayer and take one hour to pray. 

Acts 1:14 
These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
The Greek is actually not to prayer but THE prayer.  They were praying the Lord's Prayer.
The Six Topics:
1. Praise - Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your Name

2. Petition - Your kingdom come, Your will be done

3. Provision materially - Give us this day our daily bread

4. Provision spiritually - Forgive us our sin

5. Protection – Lead us not into temptation

6. Praise – For Yours is the Kingdom
Our Father, who is in heaven 
He is our Father. 
In the Scriptures He has revealed Himself to us as a Father.  We are His children. 
God is neither male nor female but the respective perfections of man and woman reflect something of the infinite perfection of God.

Genesis 1:27

And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

The primary revelation could have been as a mother.

Isaiah 49:14-15

But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me, and the Lord has forgotten me.”  Can a woman forget her nursing child, and have no compassion on the son of her womb?  Even these may forget, but I will not forget you.

Isaiah 66:13; Psalm 131:2-3

Revelation of God to us is as a Father.  

Psalm 89:26


“He will cry to Me, ‘Thou art my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation.’

So there is a demonic assignment on the way we view Fathers

Enemy tries to twist this image for us because he knows we will relate to the Heavenly Father through the lens of our earthly father.

Robert McGee, Father Hunger
Your relationship with your father not only affects your emotional style, your relationships with your children and your spouse, and your ability to handle life in general, but it deeply affects the way you think about God.

There is a father hunger in so many of us.  The emptiness that many of us experience because we still crave the comfort and security that our fathers did not provide.

There's a Spanish story of a father and son who had become estranged. The son ran away, and the father set off to find him. He searched for months to no avail. Finally, in a last desperate effort to find him, the father put an ad in a Madrid newspaper. The ad read: 
Dear Paco, meet me in front of this newspaper office at noon on Saturday. All is forgiven. I love you. 
Your Father. 
On Saturday 800 Pacos showed up, looking for forgiveness and love from their fathers.
As a father to 3 girls I understand my special God-given role to model as best as I can what a father is and to be a guide for them to understand their heavenly father.

Lisa understands this even more so she after Emma was born she gave me a few gifts:

What a Difference a Daddy Makes

What all Little Girls need and What Most Women never had

Father Connection

1. Our

Love says our.  He really is our Father.

What makes a Father? 
Blood or care/provision – adoption

Family story of aunt. 

God is both.  Father by blood and Father by care/provision.

2. Father

Faith says Father. 
So many of us are so broken in our relationships with our fathers.

Many of us never knew our fathers or they were taken away from us at an early age or our fathers were so distant that we don’t get what we need from them emotionally, or in approval.

Faith says Father.

Psalm 68:5

A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows, is God in His holy habitation.

Psalm 27:10


For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will take me up.

For the fatherless or victims of absentee fathers or those who were emotionally stunted by our fathers we have special access to God where He promises to take us up.

If your fathers were wonderful and great role models for you, calling God Father does not nullify or belittle your earthly fathers.  Actually it accentuates their goodness in that our fathers represented God.  

He really is our loving Father and when we utter those words, Our Father, we are setting the foundation of our prayers on love and trust and placing our security in Him. 
Our Father…
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