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Matthew 6:9


Pray, then in this way:


Our Father who art in heaven,

Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy Kingdom come.

Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

We start the Lord’s Prayer in worship and now we pray for His kingdom to come.

In the Greek, the verbs are placed in the beginning (Imperative command).  

A more accurate translation is:


Come, Thy kingdom.


Be done, Your will.

On earth as it is in heaven is also written in past tense.  

Should read,


On earth as it has already been done in heaven.

This part of The Prayer deals with our aligning our will to God’s will.  Submission.  God has a will for us every day.  We submit to His will and align ourselves to Him.  We all want God’s priorities to become established in our lives, but so many times we get sidetracked by our schedules or “the tyranny of the urgent.”

· Ever buttoned your shirt or jacket and missed the top button?  Everything was out of line.  You had to re-do it all again and get it right.  That is what happens to our lives if we don’t align ourselves with God everyday.

Some of us need to re-align with God today so that our lives can get on track again.

There is a divine order.

· Submission – come under the mission of God.

· Commission – with the mission - get to do it with Him.

· Permission – for the mission – ask whatever you want to get the job done.

The Gospel of the Kingdom

Matthew 4:23


…and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom…

The kingdom of God is the rule and the reign of God.

The kingdom of God is already here and yet to come (George Eldon Ladd).

Inaugurated Eschatology – end times were inaugurated in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, and thus there are both already and not yet aspects to the Kingdom of God.  Ladd suggests that the Kingdom of God is not only an eschatological gift belonging to the age to come; it is also a gift received in the old aeon (present age).

John 5:24

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

Luke 17:20-21

Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look here it is!’ or, ‘There it is!’  For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst.”

D.A. Carson

It is not necessary for the believer to wait until the last day to experience something of resurrection life.

Why is this important?  The theology of power and of pain.

· Since the kingdom is already here, there is the possibility for the in-break of the miraculous in the present.  

· Since the kingdom is yet to come there is still pain and suffering in this world.  This is why we should pray His kingdom to come.

What does His kingdom look like?

Romans 14:17

For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Pray God’s kingdom – righteousness, peace, and joy in your life, your family, your church, and your nation – it is the rule and reign of God in heaven that must be enacted on earth.

Pray what is already done in heaven.  We must hear God’s voice and find out God’s will which has already been done in heaven and bring it down to earth in prayer.

Mark 11:22-24

Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall be granted you.

E.g. – Lisa and my journey in coming to HK.  I knew it was God’s will so I just had to simply wait for her to see as well.

If it’s God’s will, its God’s bill – so no need to manipulate.  God will do it.

When we command God’s will to be done and for His kingdom to come, we are submitting ourselves before Him and trusting His wisdom, goodness, and character to bring about the best in our lives.

We can command because we know God’s will on a matter and it’s for the Kingdom not for ourselves.

Let’s practice commanding.
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