120513 A Mother's Love

Isaiah 66:13 – As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.
Begin by honoring mothers

· invite them to stand & give them a gift

Mother's Day Sunday

· I will be sharing about mothers

· Interesting that my mom made a surprise visit to HK on Wednesday

· It is amazing what a difference my mom makes

· past laundry has been folded

· new laundry is being washed (I had rushed home to take it to the cleaners)
·  cockroach traps (maybe share my cockroach story)

· things that I would never do on my own gets done when mom is here

A teacher gave her class of second graders a lesson on the magnet and what it does. The next day in a written test, she included this question: " My full name has six letters. The first one is M. I pick up things. What am I?" When the test papers were turned in, the teacher was astonished to find that almost 50 percent of the students answered the question with the word Mother.

First, I want to encourage our moms at church. 

* DISCLAIMER – fathers are very important too. God reveals Himself to us as a Father. So I do not mean to diminish the role of fathers. I just want to highlight the role of mothers today. 

Turn to 2 Timothy 1:3-5

I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.

Acts 16:1 seems to imply that while his mother was a believer, his father was not.

The mother's role is significant. Your role is significant. You can instill faith in your child, which will shape the course of your child's life.

And with this great responsibility, comes the promise of God"

· Joshua 1:9 - Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

· Deuteronomy 31:6 & Heb 13:5 - “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."
Title of the sermon – A Mother's Love

All of us need to be loved. Moulin Rouge, the movie, begins with this line: "The greatest thing you'll ever learn is just to love and be loved in return"
· we turn to many things

· the greatest display of love here on earth is the love of a mother

Four reflections on a mother's love:
1) A mother's love is patient

a. Another word for patience is longsuffering

i. basically means, suffering long

b. A good illustration – pregnancy and giving of birth

i. We have a lot of pregnant moms in our church so I've witnessed it

ii. Moms endure so much in the pregnancy process

iii. people always way, once you have a child, your whole life changes

1. the change begins right at conception

iv. at first it is exciting, then comes the morning sickness, the nausea, the discomfort, back pain, you have to give up certain foods, give up certain activities, 

v. And of course there is the pain of child birth – I cannot imagine what that would feel like

vi. All for love, all for that child

vii. If that's not a picture of long suffering, I don't know what is

2) A mother's love is sacrificial

a. always wants to give the best for the child

b. there's a song in Korea by a group called G.O.D. from the 90's, called To My Mother

i. Koreans are so good at this – tugging at your heartstrings

ii. the song is about a widow and her son

1. the family is poor

2. she's working to provide for the family

3. often the son comes home to find no one else at home, so he makes instant noodles by himself

4. he gets so sick of instant noodles, that he loses it and complains to the mom

5. finally, she decides to take money out of her emergency funds to buy some jjajangmyun (very popular Korean dish – a western equivalent would be like pizza)

6. and he happily eats, but the mom doesn't eat. He asks her how come, and she says, "I don't like jjajangmyun"

c. Story of my own mother

i. family retreat  at a prayer mountain

ii. mom's washing some clothes by the stream, I'm there with a few other younger children playing

iii. she goes up to hang the laundry

iv. was going to go back inside, but felt like she needed to go back down to the river

v. when she came, me and the other young children were crying and we were surrounded by wasps, getting stung (some older children had been playing near a hive, and knocked it over or gotten them angry somehow)

vi. my mom ran down and started waving her towel to attract the bees to herself, so that we could run away to safety

vii. In the mean time, because she attracted the bees to herself, she had gotten stung all over her body

viii. that's sacrifice and that's what a mother does

3) A mother's love is unconditional

a. Lots of babies at church

i. lovely, beautiful, cute, and whenever we get a chance, all of us singles, we want to hold them and play with them

ii. But our love is temporary. We love being with the children and spending time with them as long as the kids are loveable

iii. But as soon as they get ugly – crying, tantrums, pooping, puking, etc, we give them back to Mom

b. Figure in the Bible – Rizpah in 2 Samuel 21

i. one of Sauls' concubines

ii. Saul had broken Israel's covenant with Gibeon (not to kill and destroy them)

iii. When David is king, famine for three years

iv. David enquires of the Lord, learns of this broken covenant, asks the Gibeonites what he must do to make amends

v. We do not understand the cruelty of these times, but the Gibeonites ask for the death of seven of Saul's descendants. 

vi. David chooses seven (two of them happen to be Rizpah's sons) and hands them over to the Gibeonites, who kill them and expose their bodies on a hill (adding insult to injury, the do not want these bodies to have a proper burial)

vii. Read from 2 Samuel 21:10-14 – Rizpah daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it out for herself on a rock. From the beginning of the harvest till the rain poured down from the heavens on the bodies, she did not let the birds touch them by day or the wild animals by night. When David was told what Aiah’s daughter Rizpah, Saul’s concubine, had done, he went and took the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from the citizens of Jabesh Gilead. (They had stolen their bodies from the public square at Beth Shan, where the Philistines had hung them after they struck Saul down on Gilboa.) David brought the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from there, and the bones of those who had been killed and exposed were gathered up. They buried the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan in the tomb of Saul’s father Kish, at Zela in Benjamin, and did everything the king commanded. After that, God answered prayer in behalf of the land.
viii. Rizpah was honored for what she did. She camped out there, (some disagreements about the length of her stay, but most say for about five months) to ward off the birds and the animals, so that her sons could have a proper burial. Even while her sons were dead, decaying, and ugly, her love for them remained. 

ix. a mother loves the unlovely

Three reflections on a mother's love: patient (longsuffering), sacrificial, and unconditional
If I end the sermon here, most would be happy 

1) because the sermon had ended

2) because it's a nice sermon about moms, and it's uplifting and heartwarming

But it would also be LACKING and It would be DISHONEST. It leaves us with a problem because it is not an accurate picture of reality. This would just be a nice humanistic message about the greatness of mothers. 

4) A mother's love is incomplete

The truth is that as good as our moms have been, they also have fallen short in many areas. 

· I just told you how great my mom was, but the truth is that my mom has also brought much pain and sorrow into my life

· She has not been perfect

Cambodia or Thailand, where moms are selling their little girls into prostitution for money. What happened to mother's love there?

And maybe some of us here, listening to this message is thinking, "That's not my mom." And for all of us, Mom has not displayed this kind of love all the time. 

We have all experienced hurt and disappointment through our mothers.

· sometimes our moms have been manipulative

· or angry or abusive or depressed

· for some of us, we didn't have a mom, whether it's through a divorce or an untimely death
And for our moms sitting here today, you know firsthand, that this kind of love is impossible to give all the time. 

Romans 3:23 tells us that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Although a mother's love is a great representation of the love of God, in this life, a mother's love will never be perfect, and it will never be enough.

The effects of The Fall is that we live in an imperfect world, where pain, brokenness, and sorrow exist. And no matter how nice a family is, no matter how good a mother is, it cannot make up for sin and its ugly effects on our lives. 

And we live in the reality of sin and its ugliness. 

If the greatest display of love is a mother's love, and that mother's love is incomplete, what can we do? Where must we turn to? It's God. In our hurting, and in our disappointments, we must turn to God. In our fear and worry about our own ability to be a good mother, we must turn to God. Because His love is perfect.

Isaiah 49:15-16 – Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are ever before me.
We must not live in denial and pretend that our experiences with our mothers have been perfect. We must not live in bitterness and anger that our experiences with our mothers have been painful. We must bring our experiences to God and let His love bring healing to our hearts. 

Honoring our father and mother

· we must be receive healing in our hearts before we can truly do this well 

