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Matthew 


Give us this day our daily bread.

Let’s review

How you handle money reveals volumes about your priorities, loyalties and affections.

1. Give when you receive.

If you are paid weekly, give weekly.  Monthly, yearly, etc…

Giving is an act of worship.

Please jot it down on the envelope.

“Don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.”

Key is Jesus is dealing with our motives.  Just like in prayer and fasting.  We should always give to glorify God and not to be seen by others.  Inner moral righteousness vs. outer formal righteousness.

“Won’t I lose my reward?”  Luke 21:1-4 – widow’s mite.  Jesus was close enough to the offering box to not only see the widow but also what she gave.  He made her donation public.  Did she lose her reward?  No, the issue was the motive of our heart.

Do you only pray in your closet?  Only fast in secret?
2. Give what you receive.

Salary, bonus, investment income, etc…

If you did it all by yourself then no worries.  But if God helped give as an act of worship.

3. Give where you are fed.

Whatever church you go to this is the place where you tithe.  Can give offerings to parachurch ministries, other churches – key is generosity.

Exodus 23:19


You shall bring the choice first fruits of your soil in the house of the Lord your God.

OT – temple was taken care of.

The topic of giving and especially the Vision Fund is a hard pill for many to swallow.

This time is either a Blessing or a Burden.

For some of us this season is a blessing.  For others it is a burden.

Let me show you a couple who saw this as an opportunity and God overwhelmingly blessed.

Show video.  

Firstly, they said our church – ownership.  Would be difficult to give to the Vision Fund if SP was not your church.  

Amazingly though, we have been getting so many letters and emails from people who are part of a different church that are led to give to SP’s vision fund.

Listen, if you are struggling with this fundraising drive and have all kinds of reasons why you shouldn’t give/can’t give at this time – maybe it’s a good time to analyze where you are at with the church.  

Do not deflect outwardly what is an internal issue.
Matthew 6:21


For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Don’t let the fear of commitment – to fill out the pledge card, take you away from an incredible opportunity of faith.

Some have said, “I don’t want to fill out the card because if I don’t fulfill it I may be sinning against God.”

Answer – that’s why there are two lines on the pledge.

We believe if the number is what was given to you in prayer and that you earnestly seek to fulfill it – it will be done.  If we have been lazy or have forgotten then that is a whole different matter.

I remember talking to people about their pledges in the past knowing their situations and have really earnestly said, “don’t worry about your pledge.”  But the response has always been, “Man, I wonder how God is going to do this” with such a sense of excitement.

This is a divine opportunity as a church.

Like experience creates common ground.

God's will for our lives is that we prosper. 

3 John 2 

Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health 

just as your soul prospers. 

Prosperity not poverty is God's intention for our lives. 

It is He that gives us the power to get wealth. 

Deuteronomy 8:18 

But you should remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is in this day. 

Proverbs 10:22 

It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, and He adds no sorrow to it. 

Must also realize that we are in a spiritual battle in regard to money.

Matthew 6:24

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other or he will hold to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon.

Milton’s poem, Paradise Lost, is his picture of hell.  Milton showed Satan as a fallen commander in chief surrounded by his demon generals.  Among them were Molech, Dagon, Astarte, Osiris, and Belial.  Each of these was the god of an idol-worshipping culture in ancient times.  Milton depicts another demon standing by Satan’s side.  That demon’s name was Mammon.  

After reading Matthew 6:24, you understand why Milton placed Mammon there.

Jesus clearly suggests that it is possible to serve mammon instead of serving God.

But Jesus goes further and states that it is impossible to serve both at the same time.  There is no middle ground.  Mammon is a jealous god.

The spirit of mammon.

Mammon was an Aramaic word which means riches.  The Assyrians got the concept of a god of riches from the Babylonians.  Babylon was a city founded on pride and arrogance.  At its heart is an attitude that says: 

· man doesn’t need God.  

· We’re self-sufficient

The spirit of mammon tries to tell us that we don’t need God – trust in riches!

Pastor Jimmy Evans

Mammon promises things that only God can give—security, significance, identity, independence, power, and freedom.  Mammon tells us that it can insulate us from life’s problems and that money is the answer to every situation.

Mammon is nothing more than the system of this fallen world that stands in sharp opposition to God and His ways.

Mammon says:

God says:

Buy and sell


Sow and reap

Cheat and steal

Give and receive

Take 



Give

Be selfish


Be generous

Mammon says, if you the right clothes, the right car, the right credit cards, and live in the right neighborhood and you know the right people, you’ll be happy and fulfilled.

Mammon says, if you had more money people would listen to you, your relationship problems will go away, and life would be sweet.

Mammon is God-like

· Omnipresent – can go anywhere I want

· Omnipotent – can do whatever I want and get away with anything.

· Omniscient – can know anything

Mammon ensnares Christians too.  Mammon says, “if you had more money, then you can really start helping people.”

Remember, Jesus never told anyone the answer was more money.  

Money is not the answer to problems.  God is. 
Many times when we are under pressure this thought will come to us:

1. we either need God to miraculously change our circumstances

2. we need to win the lottery or have someone unload a truckload of cash on us

Notice how the spirit of mammon tries to position itself as a substitute for God.  You either need God to work a miracle or you need more money.  That is a lie.  We need God, period.

Luke 16:10-12

Key to understanding this is:

1. God wants to entrust true riches to you.

2. Its not how much we have that matters but whose it is.

Jesus tells me that I need to be faithful with what is someone else’s.  Its not mine – its His.  Each new day brings a test of my stewardship.

3. If I am faithful in the little things – there is a greater stewardship.

You now have an opportunity as a member of Solomon's Porch to break the spirit of mammon and move in generosity.

To come together as one body to see God’s purposes come through.

God is in this.

Cindy Jacob’s prophecy.
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