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Matthew 6:12


And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

Alexander Pope

To err is human; to forgive, divine.

From the poem An Essay in Criticism was one of three well-known quotes.  One being “fools rush in where angels fear to tread.”   

The basic meaning of Pope’s line is that any human can make a mistake, so we should try to forgive them, just as God showed divine mercy and forgave sinners.

Brian Banks was a star middle linebacker at Long Beach Poly High School and was attracting interest from USC, Ohio State, Michigan and verbally agreed to a full scholarship to USC.  

On a summer day he and a girl named Wanetta Gibson decided to go and make out in a stairwell at school.  When they came out, she accused him of kidnapping and rape.

No semen traces in the rape kit. No witnesses. And yet Banks' attorney insisted he cop a plea, saying his size, age and race would mean a sure conviction of 40-plus years. He said no, no, a hundred times no and finally, reluctantly, yes.

Banks got six years. He served 62 months. When he got out, he had to wear a GPS ankle bracelet at all times. He had to register as a convicted sex felon. Couldn't go near schools, parks or zoos. Couldn't get a job. He was lucky to get a few hours a week unloading docks.

Wanetta Gibson received a $750k settlement from the school and a total of 1.5m.

Out of nowhere Gibson sent a friend request to Banks on facebook.  He met her and got everything on tape.  She confessed that he never raped her.  Banks was finally exonerated. 
Rick Reilly
I don't know about you, but I can't remember another story that made me want to alternately punch something and hug something like this one. The way Banks has handled himself, without bitterness or bile, with grace and guts, makes you wish he were running the U.S. Senate. If it were me, I'd be stomping around, waving lawsuits and screaming, "I TOLD you I didn't do it!!!"

"I know my story makes people angry at first," Banks says. "That's where I was, too, at first. But where would it have gotten me to stay mad for 10 years? It's like when you're a little kid and you cry about having to clean your room. You can cry and cry, but it doesn't get your room cleaned."

To err is human; to forgive, divine.

For me personally, I have a barometer to know when I am walking in intimacy with Christ.  It’s not how much I pray, or how powerful the sermons are, or how good my quiet times are – its how quickly I am able to forgive someone who has wronged me.

Story of pastor friend with woman…came in for counseling

Bad relationship w/ father – stalked her.  Realized she had to forgive.  Tried to pray but couldn’t.  Tried again and she started to choke herself.  Pastor asked her to repeat after him.  She could not and gave demon began to manifest and threw her off the chair.

Somehow, the devil had a legal right.

Unforgiveness and hatred in her heart had given a door of the devil to torment her.

First ever deliverance – during Mother’s Day Service

Student had incredible hatred for his father – incompetent business man who was unable to take care of his family.

Is that in the Bible?  

Ephesians 4:26-27

Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity.

When you are married, you should live by this.

What is Paul saying?  Anger held in our hearts gives the devil a foothold.

CS Lewis says we make two mistakes concerning the devil…

1.  Afraid of the devil.


No apostle gives any indication they are afraid of the devil.


1 John 4:4 Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.

Jude tells us that we shouldn’t disrespect him, but we should not be afraid of him.

2.  Preoccupied with the devil

Devil has definite schemes.  Anger held in our hearts gives the devil an opportunity.  Other translations use foothold or place.

2 Corinthians 2:9-11 – Forgiveness is incredibly interwoven with the enemy’s schemes.

But whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ, in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

Story of 27-year-old woman with arthritis...Pastor asked the Lord why?  Two words…fired and failed romance.  Worked at a church and pastor fired her for incompetence—greatest betrayal in her life.  He asked her to forgive them and within a minute her hands stretched out and pain was gone.

Medical doctors have told us that our mental state of being affect our health.

Matthew 18:21-35

v. 30 but he refused…

v. 32, the response…

“You wicked slave”…this is what we normally call a person who robs or someone who is really bad.

This is what Jesus calls a person who cannot forgive.

God wants us to forgive those people who hurt us because He has forgiven us.  When we refuse to do this, then we get handed over to the jailers to torture us.  We are thrown into prison.  What is that prison?

· Frustration

· Anxiety

· Doubt

· Boredom

Other things could be demonic and the Lord says that if you don’t forgive others in your heart, then this is where you are headed.

The Kingdom of heaven is founded on forgiveness.  If you get to heaven, it won’t be because you deserve it, or that you lived a good life.  It won’t be because God owed you or me anything.  It will be because we were forgiven.  Because we trusted Him to forgive us.

The realm of hell is founded on hatred, unforgiveness, revenge and murder.  

When we refuse to forgive, we are saying, “Lord, well I like the church, I like the Bible, etc… and I just agree with you on everything, but in this one point I agree with the kingdom of darkness.”  You may say, “Lord, you just don’t know how bad she is.  I just can’t come to terms with this.”  Just that one disagreement opened a door for the kingdom of darkness to come in and rule.

We don’t recognize anger and unforgiveness in the church

Having anger, unforgiveness and hatred are acceptable in the church.  We just cloak it with other words.  

Story of pastor friend when he preached that he hated someone was approached by an elder and said, don’t ever do that.  You weren’t angry, you were irritated.  No, if he dropped dead, I would glorify God for His righteous judgment.

We say in the church:

· “I’m not angry…I’m just hurt.  What is hurt?  It’s just anger held inside.  Anger just hides under that label.

· “I’m not angry; I just want things to be done right.”  What they really are saying is, “I want control and I am angry because I am not in control.”

Psychologists tell us to be honest and vent so we do.  Be honest.

People ask, “Mind if I smoke?”  Mind if I knock you upside your head?

How can you tell when you have anger and unforgiveness in your heart?  

· When you begin to notice that you are having a lengthy conversation in your heart with your opponent and you begin to dialogue about how terrible they are and every argument your opponent brings up, you have a counter argument and in the end you win and they realize how bad they are. 

· When we think that someone is 100% bad, no redeeming quality in them.  A clear sign that there is unforgiveness and anger at work.  Self-righteous people do this all the time.  Pharisees in the church today say, “Donald Tsang is so bad, etc”…and go on a campaign to hate and not forgive.  What does the Bible tell us to do in regard to our leaders?  Pray for them.  When we think that someone is so bad, no redeeming qualities, then we think we are freed from the obligation of the Scriptures in regard to forgiveness. 

· When there is some kind of physiological condition when we see that person or even something related to that person.  Not always, but could be a sign.

· When our anger over the event is greater than the event.  E.g., a millionaire who rages over the fact that the kids left the hall light on.  It’s only a few cents but the kids receive the brunt of his unresolved anger.

· When we want bad things to happen to people.  Or we are glad when something bad happens to them.

Many of us have been hurt badly.  The only way to get free is to forgive.  

Go to the Lord and tell Him you forgive that person and then ask the Lord to forgive you for all the anger, bitterness, resentment that you carried in your heart.  Sometimes it’s like an onion, and it takes a while to peel away.  That’s okay.

How do you know if you have forgiven them?

When it’s not important to you that they come and confess things to you.  When you know that it is no longer essential.

2 Things Forgiveness does not mean

1. Forgiveness does not mean you have to go to the person and tell them you have forgiven you.

E.g. Going to your parents and telling them that you forgive them for how lousy of a parent they are to you.  This will not help.  Don’t go unless the Lord leads you.

2. Forgiveness does not mean that you have to go back into the same relationship that you had before.

E.g. someone steals from you…you don’t have to entrust your possessions to them again.  

How do you really forgive from your heart?

When you get closer to Jesus and allow His grace and His freedom to penetrate us and allow Him to work in our lives.

Matthew 26:50

When Judas comes to betray Jesus with the Roman guards and Sanhedrin, Jesus’ first words to Judas as he sees him coming from afar is “friend.”

We say buddy and friend many times and not mean it, but Jesus never said a word that he did not mean.

Jesus looked at the man who would betray Him and hand Him over to be crucified, and He said, “Friend.”  For three and a half years Judas was his friend, and this will go down as the worst sin in the world and the greatest betrayal in the history of mankind, but Jesus still calls him His friend.

I want to be like that!

It’s not if you are going to be hurt.  The question is what are you going to do about it?  Invariably, we are going to be hurt by the people closest to us.  Because those are the people we give the most power to.  The people we make ourselves the most vulnerable with.

The reason Jesus never needed counseling or medication or any of that stuff is because Jesus had a lifestyle of forgiveness.  And we can choose this lifestyle as well.

When the first missionaries came to Alberta, Canada, a young chief of the Cree Indians named Maskepetoon savagely opposed them. But he responded to the gospel and accepted Christ. Shortly afterward, a member of the Blackfoot tribe killed his father. Maskepetoon rode into the village where the murderer lived and demanded that he be brought before him. Confronting the guilty man, he said, "You have killed my father, so now you must be my father. You shall ride my best horse and wear my best clothes." In utter amazement and remorse his enemy exclaimed, "My son, now you have killed me!" He meant, of course, that the hate in his own heart had been completely erased by the forgiveness and kindness of the Indian chief.

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
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