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Genesis 3: 1-13

Genesis 2:16-17

God showed no reason for the command. His purpose in giving a command without an explanation was to set the table for obedience. Would Adam and Eve simply trust God with all that He has already lavished upon them or would they disobey?

It is not necessary that the tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil be a magic tree. On the contrary, it appears more likely that this was merely God's first teaching tool. Created in God's image, humanity was given free will. Adam and Eve would become able to recognize the difference between what was like God and what opposed God. They had been given the ability to choose between following their true spiritual nature, which was God's, or their physical (or fleshly) nature. In short, they could choose between good and evil, and every human being after them would have that choice.
Love is a verb. Love is a choice. Love cannot stand on it’s own. Love is more than words and a feeling.

The real issue at stake was trust. Eve felt she had a right to decide for herself whether the command was reasonable, but God wanted her to trust His judgment.

Could you trust God with your life? When He tells you to do something or refrain from doing something, could you trust Him with that decision?

Most of my problems stem from a lack of trust in God.

Worry about money – isn’t the God who owns a thousand cattle on a hill?

Dallas Seminary - president worrying about money. God spoke to him a verse

Psalm 50:10

A cattle rancher came into his office and gave him his thousand cattle on a hill.

It's not about the tree.

People ask what power do you suppose the tree of the knowledge of good and evil have? To speculate on the exact knowledge the tree conveyed and how it imparted knowledge is to repeat Eve’s mistake.

3:1-5

Serpent 
1. It was an animal. 
2. As an animal it was crafty. This was not a supernatural ability. 
3. When the animal speaks, it does so with a natural voice. 
4. After the deception, the animal itself is punished, along with a sentence on a string of its descendants (lit, "seed").
The thing which is perhaps surprising is that the presence of "Satan" is mentioned nowhere. The serpent's abilities are described and reacted to as natural abilities. 
The animal is punished, which implies that it knew what it was doing. This is not the case of the spirit being Satan possessing a dumb animal. The animal, by means of its own crafty nature, causes Eve to question what she was taught about the tree. It isn't even called "evil." What it does is to question the substance and meaning of what God said.
The serpent, a natural animal, does not tell Eve that she should eat the fruit. 
In fact, it does not actually suggest that Adam and Eve eat the fruit.  The entire conversation between Eve and the serpent may have merely revolved around what exactly God taught.
The serpent twists God's words.
God                                              

serpent or woman
2:16 any tree of the garden eat freely 

3:2 we may eat fruit of the trees

2:9 in the middle are two trees                 
3:3 "the tree"

2:17 you must not eat                      

3:3 you must not touch it

Eve adds restrictions.

What kills the spiritual life? Legalism. Focus ourselves on the minute details instead of the life God has for us.

Eve's focus on the tree weakened God's lavish provision of so many trees from which she was free to eat to keep her from being hungry and bored.

She amplified God's prohibition by adding not to touch it.

The command was a warning, not necessarily punishment.

“if you eat of the tree you shall surely die” is very different from “if you eat of the tree I will kill you.”

Like God saying, “Adam if you throw yourself off a cliff you shall surely die.”

They became like God in the sense that they now knew what evil was.  Before this, they had no idea.

Lucifer's sin - you will be like God.

Isaiah 14: 12-15; Ezekiel 28

Matthew 4:1-11 – temptation of Jesus.


Bow down and worship me.
3:6

Eve lists 3 things that attracted her to the fruit:

1. Nourishment

2. Beauty

3. Wisdom

Would not God already provide these things to His children that ask?

Matthew 7:11

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to our children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him?

Enemy will trick us into not trusting Him for what already belongs to us by inheritance.

Matthew 4 temptation is a good example.  Devil tempts Jesus with something that is His by inheritance.

3:7-13

The result of sin was drastic.
Friendship was now replaced by fear.

Adam does not say that he fears God’s punishment – he fears being naked – feeling guilty.
Shame was introduced. They saw but what they saw was not what they hoped for.

1. Wanted to cover themselves. Inward

2. Hid from God. Upward

3. Shifted blame to others. Outward

Sin will inevitably ruin these three things.

Our view of ourselves, our relationship with God and our relationships with others.

Amazing that when I don't pray like I should I get so antsy and argumentative with Lisa. I get short with Elyse. My relationship with God affects everything.

To cover their shame Adam and Eve made fig leaves.

To cover their shame God made animal skin. A blood sacrifice.

A foreshadowing of the sacrificial system to atone for sin.

Prodigal son – fattened calf – blood sacrifice.

Passover – sacrifice of blood on the doorposts.
1 Corinthians 15:22

For as in Adam, all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.

Adam blames the woman.  Adam wasn’t tricked.  He knew what he was doing.  He never ate of the fruit before Eve came.  Thus it is Adam whom God addresses when He arrives.

Adam was there v. 6 with her.  

Woman blames the serpent.  

They both fail to take responsibility.

Sin and death enters the world.  First casualty is Abel.  Generational.

The onus falls on Adam.  He did not properly teach his wife – command was given before Eve was created.
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