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Jabez – Enlarge My Borders

1 Chronicles 4:9-10

And Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother named Jabez saying, “Because I bore him with pain.”  Now Jabez called on the God is Israel, saying, “Oh that Thou wouldst bless me indeed, and enlarge my border, and that Thy hand might be with me, and that Thou wouldst keep me from harm, that it may not pain me!”  And God granted him what he requested.

The Message

Jabez was a better man than his brothers, a man of honor. His mother had named him Jabez (Oh, the pain!), saying, "A painful birth! I bore him in great pain!" Jabez prayed to the God of Israel: "Bless me, O bless me! Give me land, large tracts of land. And provide your personal protection—don't let evil hurt me." God gave him what he asked.

Jabez - Ya bates – sorrow.

The prayer is composed of four parts. 
1. Jabez asks God to bless him. 
2. He asks God to enlarge his territory or increase his responsibility. 
3. He prays that God will be with him and stay close. 
4. He asks that God keep him from harm so that he will be free from pain. 
In Hebrew the prayer takes the form of a vow/request, which was very common during that time.  “If you would bless me…” Unfortunately the rest of the prayer is not recorded.

The place of the prayer is quite quirky.  Its written in the midst of the genealogies.  

Author seemed to have been surprisingly inspired.

Bruce Wilkinson wrote a best selling book, The Prayer of Jabez.  I never picked it up because I heard a pastor say that this book typifies what is wrong with American spirituality.  

Truth is, God answered his prayer so it must not be too bad.

Prayer of Jabez: Why is it important?
1. Jabez understood that God was the source

Jabez understands there is only one God and He is the One who lifts us up. 
The Prayer of Jabez reminds us that everybody struggles with choosing to rely on himself or God.
God-centered or self-centered.

Jabez’s prayer was a confession that God was the center of his life and he could be blessed by God’s edict.

2. God’s heart is to bless those who seek Him

Luke 11:9-13

God wants to bless every life but we must first make the choice to invite God into our life and ask for His blessings. 
James 4:2


You do not have because you do not ask.

Jabez wants to succeed and increase his sphere of influence for God. The specific sphere of influence is not important.  What is important is that when we do it for Him.

Proverbs 16:3 
Commit your works to the Lord, and your plans will be established.
3. God’s heart is to protect His children

Jabez clearly knows and prays specifically to the One who can protect him from evil and pain – God.
Psalm 91

Summer in China.

As a father my heart is to protect.  I can’t imagine how much more God does.
Why would God answer his prayer?

4. Jabez was an honorable man

The word "honor" used in this passage implies a person who was treated with respect by the community. Thus, even before his prayer Jabez experienced the blessing of being a respected member of his society.

Some scholars claim he may have been physically handicapped.  

At best he carried a name that had very negative connotations and he overcame.

Jabez lived life in such a way that whatever obstacles or handicaps that he had he overcame and gained the respect of his community.

Why was Jabez able to ask such a lofty request?  He was faithful.

Luke 16:10

He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much.

Luke 19:17

And he said to him, “Well done, good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to be in authority over ten cities.”

Bottom line is God trusted Jabez.
To pray the prayer of Jabez without a track record of faithfulness is to pray in vain.

Can you be trusted with the riches of God?
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