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1 Samuel 17

Background:

Spirit of God departed Saul and was now in David. Goliath, a 9-foot tall man

(2.7m) with armor that weighed 125 lbs. and a spearhead that weighed 15 lbs was challenging Israel.

1. Fear brings irrational forces to work

v.11

FEAR - false evidence appearing real

Scholars point out that Israel actually outnumbered the Philistines and that sending Goliath was a ploy to even out the number disparity.

No reason for Israel to be afraid. They have numbers in their favor as well as the Lord of hosts with them.

Romans 8:31

if God is for us, who is against us? 

What are you afraid of?

2 Timothy 1:7

For God has not given us a spirit of timidity but of power and love and discipline.

I had an irrational fear of not getting older. I was so worried about the future that I could not enjoy the present.

-Yosemite
Fear cripples us from enjoying the present and also from seeing the opportunity.

***Saul is afraid***

When leadership breaks down, the followers follow.

If the leader is a coward, how can the followers be bold?

Word for leaders.

***where is Jonathan?

1 Samuel 14 - he single-handedly defeated the Philistines with his armor bearer. Where was he now?

The bravest men are no more than what God makes them.

Jonathan must now sit still because the honor of engaging Goliath is David's.

2. The quiet place is the prerequisite for victory

v. 11-12

For 40 days Goliath challenged.

40 days for the armies to exercise and practice warfare.

40 days for David to meditate, pray, and attend the sheep.

Prayer, meditation and devotion can do more than all other exercises of warfare.

It's pretty simple.

Reading the Word and praying equals victory.

World's easiest quiz:

1. How long did the 100 years war last?  116
2. Which country makes panama hats?  Ecuador
3. Which month do Russians celebrate the October Revolution?  Nov
4. What color is the purple finch? Crimson
5. Where are Chinese gooseberries from?  New Zealand
Read the Word and pray and you will be victorious. These are the weapons of our warfare, divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

Peace Corp Manual for volunteers in the Amazon.

What to do when attacked by an anaconda - largest snake in the world. 30 feet long and over 400 lbs.

1. Do not run, the snake is faster than you.

2. Lay flat on the ground, arms tight against side, legs tight against one another.

3. Tuck in your chin.

4. The snake will come and begin to nudge and climb over your body.

5. Do not panic

6. After the snake has examined you It will begin to swallow you from the feet-always from the feet. Permit the snake to swallow your feet and ankles. Do not panic.

7. The snake will now begin to suck your legs into the body. You must lie perfectly still. This will take a long time.

8. When the snake has reached your knees slowly and with as little movement as possible reach down and take your knife and very gently slide it into the side of the snake's mouth between the edge of its mouth and your leg and then suddenly rip upward and sever through the top of the snake's head.

9. Be sure you have your knife.

10. Make sure your knife is sharp.

Spiritual analysis - pastors spiritualize everything.

It's a jungle out there and there is an anaconda, a telephone pole with an attitude, and you can't outrun him. All you can do when he attacks is be still and know He is God. Tuck your chin down in total humility and wait until the attack meets you at your knees. Then take out your knife and make sure its sharp!

Spurgeon 
A Bible that is falling apart usually belongs to someone who is not.

3. Don't despise simple commands, just obey

v. 17

Notice David did not ask to go.

The Father sent him.

Wait for the Father to send you.

The job was a simple errand but God was working behind the scenes.

When God asks us to go, it may seem inconsequential but if you obey the rewards and fruit come bountifully.

This is why we must just obey.

Aaron - helping me out with translation.

Free office space at Times Square.

Just obey. You never know when God has set you up for greatness.

4. Discouragement will come, so overcome your heart
v.28-30

David is discouraged and brow beaten by his brother Eliab.

Enemy will use those closest to us to discourage us.

Why?

Only they can impact.

Response? David turned away.

David could have argued and responded angrily but he didn't.

He that rules over his own spirit is better than the mighty.
Proverbs 25:28

Like a city that is broken into and without walls is a man who has no control over his spirit.
It was no time for David to quarrel with his brother when the Philistines were attacking.

5. When discouragement comes, turn away to the encouragement

David is not deterred by his brother's anger and comments and continues on in his quest.

v. 30 - he turned away from him to another and said the same thing.

David turned away from the source of discouragement and turned to the encouragement of the rewards of the battle.

When I was discouraged, I turned to God in prayer, to the Scriptures, to prophecies, to friends who were encouragers - not yes people-but people who had the spirit of Barnabas (son of encouragement).

E.g. leading tour of high school students across the US. Van given through prayers.

Sometimes we just need to hear that someone is with us.

Discouragement comes from Saul now. You are but a youth and he has been a warrior from his youth.

David turned to the encouragement of past victories granted him by God.

1 Corinthians 1:27-28

But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised

God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no man should boast before God.

6. Know who you are and build your own history
When confronted by Saul, David identifies himself as a mere shepherd, not some great warrior.

He didn't try to be anyone that he was not. He was truthful.

Most of us are liars. We want to project an image of who we are that is not really who we are.

Just be real. Be yourself. Be authentic. God made you. He likes who you are.

God is glorified when we know who we are.

David said the Lord delivered him from lions and bears. Emphasis on God's power and His ability.

God's power and ability is what will take down Goliath.

How much glory will God receive if a warrior bested Goliath compared to a young shepherd boy?

Even though David was merely a shepherd boy he had a history with God that brought him great courage.

v. 37

And David said, ''The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine. "

Build a history with God - testimonies.
Revelation 12:11

And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death.

David grabbed a lion by its beard. Why should David be fearful of Goliath?

God had already rescued him from a lion and a bear.

7. The greatest enemy of God's best may be what is good

v.38-40

Saul put on David his best armor but it didn't fit him. David was a shepherd not a soldier.

David knew who he was.

What may look good and appropriate may not be what you need-especially if it has not been tested.

2 Corinthians 10:4

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.

A friend always looked for attraction. Had to have the best looking babe.

After wife left him, now looking for character.

Proverbs 31:30

Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord she shall be praised.

Pastor Sam, you married a beautiful woman? Her character and her faith far outshine her beauty.

8. Run to the battle and finish

Goliath was furnished with the finest weapons, sword, helmet, breastplate, spear but David was armored with the confidence in the power of God-that's all we need.

Goliath's speech was full of disdain and arrogance.

David's speech was full of God.

He derives his authority from God. V. 45 "I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts... 

He depends on God for success. V. 46 "This day the Lord will deliver you up into my hands... 

He devotes the praise and glory to God alone. V. 46-47

Goliath for his own honor but David fights so all the world may know that there is only one true God - the God of Israel.

So that world may know and that Israel may know.

v. 47 David uses the term assembly (qahal - kahail) - ecclesia, not army but church.

David addresses himself to this combat as a priest that was going to offer a sacrifice to the justice of God not as a soldier that was going to engage an enemy of his country.

Israel needed to know that God was going to restore them. Qahal also means company of returning exiles. Specific word.

David picked up five stones even though he only needed one. Why?

Goliath had four brothers.

David's intention was to finish the battle.

Goliath arose and came near but David ran to the battle line.

Passion to do God's work. Run to the battle. Run to serve.

How many of you who were involved in today's bible study woke up with anticipation and excitement to serve the Lord?

How many of you woke up this morning excited to worship the Lord?

You can't get hurt running to the battle.

You can get hurt running away from the battle.

Ephesians 6 armor of God. Nothing protects the backside.

Finish. Historically believers don't finish well. Biblically, church history, modern church history.

My goal is to finish the race.

2 Timothy 4:7

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith:

9. What enemy destined for evil, God will redeem

Of all the armor that Goliath had on, David hits the ones spot that was exposed.

David uses Goliath's own sword to cut his head off.

God is greatly glorified when His proud enemies are cut off with their own sword.

David's victory over Goliath was typical of the triumphs of the son of David over satan and the powers of darkness.

Colossians 2:14-15

having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.

Genesis 50:20

As for you, you meant evil against me, {but} God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.

What the enemy had designed for evil, God will turn and redeem.

Raymond Lull, Spanish missionary who died in Algeria.

Persecution, the Cross.

A giant is standing in the way of your destiny.

What is your giant?

What is standing in the way of your destiny-what God has intended for your life?

Solomon's Porch | 2

