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Luke 23:46

And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit.”  Having said this, He breathed His last.

This was the ultimate prayer of faith.  

Let’s talk about faith a little…

Hebrew 11:1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

The Message

The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living. 

2 sides of faith:

1. Intellect – intellectual conviction

2. Will – volitional surrender

Faith causes you:
· To sing in prison

· To exult in tribulation

· To choose to endure ill treatment

· To accept all things as a part of God’s will

John 6:28-29 
They said therefore to Him, “What shall we do that we may work the works of God?" Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”
Inherent in Jesus’ answer was that true believing – faith would bring about work

James 2:26 
…faith without works is dead.
James 11:6 
And without faith it is impossible to please Him…
Authentic Faith

Daniel 3:12-18  - v.17-18 Key

In June 1940: Hitler’s army is poised to destroy the cornered British army, stranded at the beaches at Dunkirk.  As the British people anxiously await word of their fate, a three-word message is transmitted from the besieged army: “Even if not.” 

The British public instantly recognizes the message – a reference to Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego standing before King Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnace. 
“Our God is able to save us, and if not, we will remain faithful to him anyway.” 

The message galvanizes the British people. Thousands cross the English Channel in boats to rescue their army.  

Courage, desperation > Faith

“Even if not”

We are in a defining moment.  An even if not moment.

My own story of being depressed after the Call and Vanguard University.

Only in difficult, trying times is there an opportunity/moment of faith.

When everything is going well we should worship God – that’s praise.

But faith arises when we worship God when nothing is going well.
Dushanbe, Tajikistan

· singing about the bombing about trusting Him with coverings over their heads

Job 13:15 
Though He slay me, I will hope (trust) in Him 

Esther 
If I perish, I perish

She understood her divine moment when Mordecai proclaimed you have attained royalty for such a time as this.

Many of us are in this place as Queen Esther for such a time as this.

C. S. Lewis
Hell is never more afraid than when a believer looks out to a world and sees no sign of God, no sign of love & still says I trust you anyway.
This is Jesus.  God the Father and God the Spirit abandon God the Son.  Darkness covers the earth and He cries out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  But then prays, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.”  That’s faith.

What we call adversity, God calls opportunity.
Revelations 12:11 
They overcame him with the blood of the lamb, the word of their testimony, and they despised their lives even unto death. 

2 Chron 20:12 Jehoshaphat’s prayer 
We don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on You

History is full of men & women who looked at darkness and said I trust you anyway.
Horatio Spafford wrote It is Well
· Lawyer, friend of Moody 
· Chicago fire wiped out real estate 
· Nov 1873 SS Ville du Harve sank and he lost 4 daughters > wife was saved
· Was at place where ship sank and wrote:

When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll,

Whatever my lot Thou hast taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul

Anointing

· Gethsemane – oil press, Mount of Olives – place of crushing

Habakkuk 2:4 
The righteous will live by faith 
Modern anthem of faith.

Matt Redman


When I’m found in the desert place


Though I walk through the wilderness


On the road marked with suffering


Though there’s pain in the offering


Every blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise


When the darkness closes in, Lord still I will say


Blessed be the name of the Lord
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