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John 11:1-45

What do you do when God is slow with His promises?

When all you get is silence?

First time I experienced God’s silence: TKC job decision.

What you do when God is silent is very important because most people do not get to enjoy the fullness of God because they quit here.

Vince Lombardi


When the going gets tough, the tough get going.

Psalm 4:1 NASB

Thou hast relieved me in my distress


You have enlarged me in my distress

Rachab – to grow large

Distress is sometimes part of the Christian life.  It has its effect.

2 Tim 3:2


Indeed all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted

John Wesley – why am I not being persecuted?

Distress has its purpose.

Paul calls it momentary light affliction.

2 Corinthians 4:17

For momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison.
I shared my story last week.  If I hadn’t have gone through those 2 years I would never be in HK.

Philippians 3:10

…that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings being conformed to His death.

AW Tozer

It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly until He has hurt him deeply.

Silence of God teaches us

1. Patience

Fruit of the spirit.  Longsuffering.  

How do you get it?  Suffer for a long time.

True patience is waiting without worrying.

Patience is not something that is automatically deposited into you.  It is learned.

“Lord, I want patience right now.”

God is not in a hurry and neither is He slow.  He is always right on time.

According to a traditional Hebrew story, Abraham was sitting outside his tent one evening when he saw an old man, weary from age and journey, coming toward him. Abraham rushed out, greeted him, and then invited him into his tent. There he washed the old man's feet and gave him food and drink.  The old man immediately began eating without saying any prayer or blessing. So Abraham asked him, "Don't you worship God?" The old traveler replied, "I worship fire only and reverence no other god." When he heard this, Abraham became incensed, grabbed the old man by the shoulders, and threw him out his tent into the cold night air.  When the old man had departed, God called to his friend Abraham and asked where the stranger was. Abraham replied, "I forced him out because he did not worship you." 

God answered, "I have suffered him these eighty years although he dishonors me. Could you not endure him one night?" 

2.  Shows us who we truly are

2 Chronicles 32:31

…God left him alone only to test him that He might know all that was in his heart.


Did God know what was in Hezekiah’s heart?  Of course but Hezekiah didn’t know but now he does.

We tend to have very highly inflated thoughts of ourselves.
Older manager interviewed about young employees.  He used a word starting with the letter E.  Employees picked words like excellent, energetic, and extraordinary.  The manager’s E was entitled.

You will never really know what’s deep inside you until you face distress.
When the heat is on all the junk rises to the top.  Gold being refined.

3. Silence is sometimes rest disguised

God does His best work when there is silence.

God made the best of creation - Eve.  What did He do?  Put Adam to sleep.

Jesus about to do an incredible miracle.  What did He do?  Told people to sit down.

Sometimes He just wants us to be quiet and let Him work.

Psalm 46:10


Be still and know that I am God
He is working in the silence.
4.  Releases a greater revelation of Himself

Jesus loved M and M (v.5) but M&M ask for Jesus to come but He stays longer (v.6).

All the way through the sickness and final stages but no response – silence.

No response from the One who said He loved Lazarus.

Lazarus dies, funeral, ceremonial burial, stone is rolled and yet still no Jesus.

Jesus arrives and Martha says, “Lord if you had been here my brother would not have died” (v.32).  Correct

“You are exactly right.  If I had come your brother would not have died.  You know that I could have healed him because you have seen Me heal many times.  If I had come when you asked me to I would have healed him.  But you would have never known anymore about Me than you already know.

I knew you were ready for a greater revelation of Me than you have ever known in your life.  I wanted you to know that I am the resurrection and the life.

My refusal to come and silence were not a rejection.  It was an opportunity to disclose to you more of Me than you have ever known.

· It was not rejection.

· It was love

· It was for revelation and intimacy

God has already given us so much.  Can we trust Him still?

AW Tozer

Sometimes I go to God and say, "God, if Thou dost never answer another prayer while I live on this earth, I will still worship Thee as long as I live and in the ages to come for what Thou hast done already. God’s already put me so far in debt that if I were to live one million millenniums I couldn’t pay Him for what He’s done for me.

Renoir late in his life was suffering with increasing pain in his hands.  When asked by his protégé why he keeps painting despite the pain responded, “The pain passes but the beauty remains.”

The pain (silence) will pass but the beauty will remain.

2 Corinthians 4:16

Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  For momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
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