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In his collected writings, Shakespeare used 31,534 different words. 14,376 words appeared only once and 846 were used more than 100 times.  According to one estimate, the average speaker of English knows between 10,000-20,000 words.  There is no language sufficient to converse with a God who is so big, deep, and mysterious.
Something very profound happens when we pray in our spiritual language.

Story of my uncle.  People can be very mean to pastors sometimes.

One of our SP guys told me he has been doing a little experiment to pray in tongues every day on the way to work.  His takeaway was with tongues, you only need to decide IF to pray or not, not how to pray or what you should say - no requests or trying to be eloquent.

Let’s settle some basics first.

Every person who receives Jesus Christ as Savior has received the Holy Spirit as the indwelling Spirit.  
1 Corinthians 12:3

Therefore I make known to you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no none can say “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

In fact, we wouldn't have come to the Lord without the Holy Spirit drawing us.  He brings us to Christ, He glorifies Christ, and He magnifies Christ. 

Jesus makes clear, however, that there is a difference between the indwelling Holy Spirit and the overflowing Spirit. 
John 4:13-14

Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”

He tells the woman at the well, who needed saving grace, that the water He had to give would become in her a well of water springing up to eternal life. 
Then speaking about the Holy Spirit who would later be given, He says… 
John 7:38

He who believes in Me, as the Scriptures said, ‘From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’ 
Jesus distinguishes between coming to receive eternal life at the well of salvation, and rivers of living water that not only refresh us, but also flow out of us in ministry to other people by the power of the Holy Spirit.
1. Speaking in tongues is God’s idea.

Who was the first person to mention speaking in tongues?  Paul, Timothy, Peter?  It was Jesus.

Mark 16:17

And these signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues;
If you have a problem with speaking in tongues, you have a problem with Jesus.  Jesus prophesied it.

As with the reminder that Jesus is the first to mention speaking with tongues, there is a second remarkably important fact related to their first occurrence but is often too easily overlooked.  

Yet the profound simplicity and crystal clarity of this fact says something about the Father’s view of the spiritual language: The church began speaking with tongues the same day it came into being!  That’s a fact worthy of a special place in our heart’s understanding, seeing our heavenly Father, the Living God Himself, was the sole designer and sovereign instigator of Pentecost’s events.
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The Father certainly wouldn’t have allowed anything unworthy, unlovely, or unloving to accidentally happen.  Speaking with tongues didn’t just crowd in on its own, as though man forced an arbitrary Johnny-come-lately sign upon the church’s birth and into the church’s origins.  Neither was this spiritual language an embarrassing surprise to the Almighty!  Rather, the supernatural gift of language was given for holy and wholesome purposes, and He allowed it because He created it and He completely endorses it. 
Tongues – spiritual language – is God’s idea!
Question – was speaking in tongues a one-time event at Pentecost?

Answer – No.  They spoke in tongues in Caesarea in Acts 10:45-46 and Ephesus in Acts 19:1-6.  Paul himself says in 1 Corinthians 14:18


I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all.

Speak, not spoke.  It is a present reality for him. 
2. Speaking in tongues is not an inferior gift.

There seems to be an idea in the church that speaking in tongues is inferior to other gifts.  It is not.

Paul writes about the supremacy of prophecy in 1 Corinthians 14:5

…And greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may receive edifying.

Notice the context.  The key issue is not the power of the individual gifts but the context of where it is happening.  In the church it is better to prophesy so all may be edified instead of the singular person being edified.

The church is edified if the person speaking in tongues is accompanied with interpretation.  Again the context is the edification of the body.

Prophecy in itself is not greater than speaking in tongues but in the context of the edification of the church it is.  Note Paul uses prophecy because ultimately this is what he wants from tongues with interpretation – prophecy.

Question – Is speaking in tongues in church not allowed unless there is interpretation?

Answer – No.  You have to understand what it meant by in the church.  It’s the private versus public.

1 Corinthians 14:26

What is the outcome then, brethren?  When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has an interpretation, let all things be done for edification.

Church in Paul’s time was very different than church in our times.  Think house churches where everyone who came in participated in the service.  

The gathered community waited on God for revelation, teaching, inspiration, and prophecy.  Now we have pastors who teach, worship leaders who lead in psalm, etc…

If someone were to stand and pray in tongues without interpretation that would be unhelpful to the church.  

But if someone wants to pray in his prayer language during worship to himself quietly then it is not error.

If that same person prays in tongues in the service so everyone can hear without interpretation then it is error.

The whole of 1 Corinthians 14 deals with the Corinthians using tongues as an end all and using it in a way that did not build up the church.  When there is interpretation then the church is built up.  But you may still pray in your spiritual language when it is not for the whole church.  Remember, one who speaks in tongues does not speak to men but to God.

Question – Is there a difference between the gift of tongues and our personal prayer language?

Answer – Yes, I believe so.  

The first part of 1 Corinthians 14 seems to talk about a personal spiritual prayer language and the second part deals with operation of the gift.

The difference may be in line with the where and when the speaking in tongues is happening – church service.

Personal prayer language aids us in prayer.  Something flowing out of us.  The gift of tongues in the church service is an induement of power that comes from above.

These are just my thoughts reinforced with my discussions with Dr. Macchia.

He mentions that speaking in tongues for Paul was primarily for private prayer and self-edification.

Broken language for a broken people.

3. Speaking in tongues is a language.
There is an idea floating in the church that speaking in tongues is not a language, but only gibberish. 

It's a mistake that some writers have described speaking with tongues as irrational speech.  To pass such judgment is to presume the observer knows every one of the earth's nearly 6,000 tongues--not to mention the possibility that beyond this planet a few heavenly languages may be spoken. 
To indict tongues with the charge of gibberish is also to acknowledge one's ignorance of the innumerable times that tongues spoken by Spirit-filled people have been recognized by hearers. 

The exercise of tongues is an intelligent act. Not that the language is known, but that the choice to speak is known (1 Cor. 14:15), the Person being spoken to is known (1 Cor. 14:2), and the content of what is spoken is sometimes perceived after the fact (1 Cor. 14:13). 

Though spiritual language is not irrational speech, it may be described as suprarational: It is not an aberrant or ignorant exercise, but it does exceed the limits of the mind's unaided capacities. 

Reversal of Babel.  People want to get to heaven on their own power so God scatters by confusing the people and making many languages and at Pentecost God releases the language of heaven and gathers people together in Christ.

Question – does speaking in tongues have to be in a known language then?

Answer – No but it does sometimes happen.  I personally know 2 people who have spoken in tongues in a known language.

Xeno glossolalia – foreign tongues.

The subsequent passages of Scripture relating to speaking in tongues makes no mention of xeno glossolalia.  The whole of 1 Corinthians 14 makes it clear that speaking in tongues is an unknown language.  There would be no need for an interpreter.

Some scholars have noted that Pentecost’s miracle was not in the speaking in tongues but in the hearing in foreign languages.  Very similar to the gift of interpretation where the speaking in tongues is translated for us so we can understand.  The miracle is not necessarily in the speaking but in the hearing.

In conclusion, praying in the Spirit is a gift for today, meant to edify the prayer if done privately and edify the church if done publicly with interpretation.  It is not gibberish, but a language given by God that we should pursue as Christians.  

Praying in the Spirit helps us to pray.  If this is the year of prayer I can use all the help I can get.
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