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Thank you for the bday wishes.  I was feeling good about my age until Elyse asked:


So, Appa, how long do you think you are going to last?

Thanksgiving holiday started by Lincoln during the civil war to proclaim “thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.”

The Pilgrims in Plymouth celebrated first Thanksgiving in 1621 with Squanto and the Native Americans.  Celebrating the harvest.

Effective prayers.

1 Timothy 2:8

Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.

It’s not just good enough to pray, we want our prayers to be effective.

James 5:16b 

The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

I. Pray

I want the men in every place to pray…

First thing in order to pray effectively is to pray.

You have to shoot to score.  Never shoot, never score.

John Bunyan

You can do more than pray after you have prayed but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed.

Where are the men?

In this year of prayer as we ask, “Lord, teach us to pray” are you praying?  

Do you believe in the vision of God for SP?  Do you believe in what we are trying to do?  PRAY!

SPBJ, SPNK, SPSeoul, SPSing, Community Outreach – new building, full house churches, saved lives, saved marriages, life being lived out in community.

Let’s not sit down on the job but stand and contend.

Are you too busy to pray?

Martin Luther

If I should neglect prayer but a single day, I should lose a great deal of the fire of faith.

Challenge yourself.

II. Right relationship with God

…Lifting up holy hands…

Second thing is to be in right relationship with God.  

Psalm 66:18


If I regard wickedness in my heart, the Lord will not hear.

Regard – ra’ah – to see, consider, and gaze at.

We must lift up holy hands.  Hands represented the heart.

Psalm 134:2


Lift up your hands to the sanctuary and bless the Lord.

Psalm 22:

Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord?  And who may stand in His holy place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart…

If we want our prayers to count, we must be in right relationship with God.

III. Right relationship with others

…Without wrath and dissension.

Third thing is to be in right relationship with those around us.

Matthew 5:23-24

If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.

God takes very seriously that we live in harmony with one another.  You cannot love God and hate your brother.

1 John 4:20

If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.

Forgive not for their sake but for your sake.  Unforgiveness, bitterness, strife kills the spiritual life.  Forgive – release that person to God who is the righteous Judge.

If we want our prayers to count, we must be in right relationship with one another.
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