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Genesis 4:1

Now the man had relations with his wife Eve, and she conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she said, “I have gotten a man-child with the help of the Lord.”

As we are about to celebrate our 10th anniversary I thought I would speak about our shared vision as a church.

A few years ago when we started our vision fund a bunch of leaders got together for a few days and began to articulate what we believed God was doing with SP.

We came up with our Vision, Mission, and Values.  

Anyone remember our old Vision Statement?  I will give someone $1k to anyone who can recite the whole thing right now.

A Christ-like family that seeks after God’s heart, and transforms lives, communities and nations through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Obviously no one remembered so one afternoon as I was praying in my office I had a moment of inspiration and came up with our new Vision Statement:


A Church where people can encounter God.


Truth Encounter



Love Encounter



Allegiance Encounter

How important is it to encounter/experience God?

We all know how important it is for us to know God.  

Philippians 3:8-10

More than that I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

Having a proper knowledge of God and knowing Him was the life goal of Paul and should be for us too.

But what does it exactly mean to know God.  Is it a cognitive exercise or is there more to it than that? 

Yada – Hebrew to know occurs 1008 times in 872 verses in NASB.

Ginosko – Greek to know occurs 227 times in 205 verses in NASB.

The biblical concept of knowing God was rooted in experience.

Genesis 17:1-2

Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before Me and be blameless.  And I will establish My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly.”

When did the true knowledge of God’s name and nature, El Shaddai come to Abram and Sarai?  At the hearing of the words or by the experience of God’s power?

Remember they both laughed when God told them they would have a son.  

They didn’t believe so the man had to ask them, “Is there anything too difficult for the Lord?” (18:14).

Abraham and Sarah came to know God is the Lord Almighty, El Shaddai, when Isaac is born to them at 100 and 90 years old.

Genesis 4:1 – to know meant to experience.
God wants us to experience Him.  He wants to be in relationship with us and He wants to show us His love, truth, and power.  It’s His heart.

What we want as a church is to build an atmosphere where people can encounter God.

Atmosphere is important.  

Illustration - China trip with youth group playing in outdoor stadium.

We need to build an atmosphere where God is worshipped, Jesus is exalted, and the Holy Spirit is welcomed.  AMEN!

We believe there are 3 distinct ways that we can encounter God.

1. Truth Encounter

John 8:32


And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Again, it’s the truth that you know, the truth that you experience that makes you free.

In EG we learn that Truth is a Person.  Jesus is Truth.  

We need to have a revelation of Jesus.  A revelation of Truth.

It’s important that we dig into God’s word, that we pay attention during sermons and take notes.  It leads us to Jesus.

Ask the Lord for a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him (Eph. 1:17)

2. Love Encounter

1 John 4:19


We love because He first loved us.

God is love.  He cannot not love.  Everything God does in your life will be an expression of His perfect love.  

First time I recognized God’s love for me is when I received a revelation of the Cross.  I remember weeping and weeping as liquid love began to pour over my mind, body, soul.

The love encounter is not just being loved by God but also experiencing the love of the gathered community.

3. Allegiance Encounter

2 Peter 1:10

Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;

Probably the most important of the encounters as this is this happens every day.

This is where we “work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12).

Having a consistent quiet time, coming out to emp and praying, being holy, keeping ourselves away from any appearance of evil, being careful of what we lay our eyes on – this is all allegiance.

We don’t practice these things to get saved.  We practice these things because we are saved.  It’s the privilege of the redeemed.

Allegiance trains us and makes us to be more like Jesus.

Illustration – I had an experience this week that reminded me of my frailty and the need for me to soak more in God’s presence.

Let’s make SP a church where people can encounter God – truth encounter, love encounter, and allegiance encounter.
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