The New Normal

Acts 1:6-11 & 2:14-21 (2/22/13, Solomon’s Porch)

I. Introduction

1. It is a great privilege for me to speak at Solomon’s Porch, especially for your 10th year anniversary.
a. I have known Pastor Sam for about 15 years and have heard of the great work he has been doing here for some time.

b. Our church is indebted to your church also.  

i. Five years ago, the Lord led us to change the paradigm of our church, and we began to plant new sites.

ii. We planted a second site five years ago, and as we planted that the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart that we would plant the third site in two years.

iii. I thought the third site would be in NJ just like the other two sites, but shortly before the decision, I received a prophetic word that made me think otherwise.  Then, one of our leaders ran to me after a service and said, “Pastor Danny, we must plant the third site in New York City.”  I looked at her incredulously.  Why would I plant a church in NY?  Churches die there!  But because I respected her, and because of the prophetic word I received, I began to think about it, and eventually we started the church in Manhattan.  The church is doing very well, and we have had many amazing miracles.  Just last Sunday we moved to a larger site.

iv. Shortly before I came here, the lay leader who prompted to plant the church in NY told me that she received the inspiration to plant our church in NY while she visited her friend here at Solomon’s Porch.  So, our church is indebted to your church.
2. The New Normal is a NBC comedy that began airing last fall.  In the show, a gay couple hires a single mother as a surrogate mother to have their baby.  

a. The meaning of the title is obvious: The producers want to form a new consciousness in our mind about what family is.  

b. They are saying, “This, not the traditional family, is the new normal family.”

c. Whether that will be the new normal or not, we will see.

3. However, there is a new normal in the Christian world.

a. Most Christians have a picture of a normal Christian life: attending church, maybe attending Bible Study, trying to be a nice person, etc.

b. However, this is not the picture that the Bible gives us.  

i. This is not normal.  It is sub-normal.  

4. The book of Acts portrays what a normal Christian life is.  

a. Acts is Part II of Luke’s writing.  Luke, a highly educated man, a physician, wrote the history of the church.  

b. In Part I, the Gospel of Luke, he covered the origin of Christianity, that is the prophecies, birth, life, death and resurrection of Christ.

c. In Part II, Acts, Luke shows us the early church.  

d. The Christian life in the Bible is utterly different.

i. Christian life is powerful.  People heal the sick, cast out demons and even raise the dead.  

ii. People have profound fellowship with each other.  

iii. They were persecuted and martyred.

iv. Christian life was paranormal.  They encounter angels and saw Jesus.

v. The church is an army that conquers territories and advances.

e. This is the new normal that Jesus unleashed that we see in Acts.  

5. When we talk about New Normal, you may feel uncomfortable.  Most of us feel uncomfortable with things we are not used to.  So you may feel uncomfortable.

a. But we must be relentlessly biblical.

b. We must not let your experiences or their lack be the yardstick of truth.  

c. Our standard of truth is the Bible.  Do not let your experience define truth.  Be relentlessly biblical.  

II. Passage
1. Acts 1: The main point of today’s passage is the importance of the Holy Spirit.

a. After rising from the dead, Jesus orders the disciples not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for the promised Holy Spirit.

b. How important is the Holy Spirit?

i. These disciples were trained by Jesus Himself.

ii. They had witnessed the death and resurrection of Jesus.

iii. Yet, Jesus ordered, “Wait until you receive the Holy Spirit.”

c. How important is the Holy Spirit in a Christian life?  Most important.

d. Christian life without the Holy Spirit is like a Ferrari without gas.  It looks great, but there is no power.  Christian life without the Holy Spirit doesn’t produce fruit.  The Holy Spirit is most important.  

2. Acts 2: The Holy Spirit falls on the people.  When people gather, Peter stands up and preaches to explain what’s happening.

a. Peter had never seen something like this before.

b. There is no record of tongue speaking in the entire Bible until this moment.  So, all this is new, but by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter understands what is happening and explains.

c. Peter declares, “This is what Joel prophesied.”

i. Prophet Joel had declared some 500-900 years before that God would usher in a new era, called “the last days,” when He will pour out the Holy Spirit on all God’s servants.  

ii. Last days designate the time between the ascension of Christ and His return.
iii. The main importance of Joel prophecy is that in the last days the Holy Spirit is poured out on all believers, indiscriminately and abundantly.
1. On all flesh…on all God’s servants.

2. Sons and daughters…young and old…male servants and female servants

3. In the last days, the new era of God’s work, God will pour out His Spirit indiscriminately.  

a. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was given only to the select few, prophets and kings.

b. But in the new era, the Holy Spirit is poured out on all believers, on all God’s people.  

c. This indiscriminate outpouring nature of the Holy Spirit is the distinguishing mark of the last days.

i. God is on a move.  The Holy Spirit is poured out on all people.

d. And they will prophesy and perform miracles.

i. Visions and dreams all signify prophetic activities.  

ii. All God’s people will prophesy.  That is, they will hear God and speak from Him.

4. In our church, it has begun to take place.

a. We had seen healings from mainly guest speakers and occasionally by pastors.

b. However, since last year, the Holy Spirit began to work powerfully through lay people.

i. One layperson has healed more than 80 people since last Nov.

ii. Another just began to heal.

iii. Others are moving in prophetic gifts: God is giving word of knowledge to waiters and even strangers on a bus.  We once received an offering from a man who was ministered to by our member in a bus.  
5. This is the great news: the time that Joel prophesied is here, the time has come, when God pours out His Holy Spirit upon all God’s people.

a. So, guess what the devil does.  The devil seeks to minimize the damage to his kingdom.

b. So, devil has gone out spreading the lie that the Holy Spirit is not poured out.  That the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, gifts like prophecies or miracles, is for select few, just as in the Old Testament.

c. The devil fears rightly that if believers find out that the Holy Spirit is poured out for all believers and if they ask, they will receive, then the people of God will become a mighty army, filled with supernatural power, moving with prophetic guidance.  Then, God’s people will be unstoppable.  The devil will not have one Moses or one David to deal with but millions of them.  That is a scary prospect for the devil.

d. So, the devil keeps spreading the lies so that Christians would expect less than what God desires, and live sub-normal Christian life.

e. The devil wants powerless Christian life: “When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will receive power and be my witnesses.”

6. Do not believe the lie of the devil.

a. The Holy Spirit is poured out on all God’s people, all God’s servants, not only for special few.

b. All God’s people can prophesy.  All God’s servants can move in signs and wonders and miracles.

c. Believe the Bible.  Do not believe the lie of the devil.

7. I have a vision of Christians.  

a. We are transforming our cities and nations.

b. We are passionate for Christ, and do not live for ourselves but for Christ and eternity.

c. We are focused and undistracted by the pleasures of the world.

d. We move in the power of the Holy Spirit.  We receive prophetic words not only for church people, but also for work people.  We give them the words, and their world gets rocked.  They realize that God is real and He knows and cares for them.  We pray for the sick at work, or at a mall and they get healed.  You get divine strategies that turn your company around.  You become the COO.  God reveals that your boss’s child has a terminal disease.  You pray for him, and he is healed.  The Jewish CEO becomes a Christian.  The company changes.  We win the world and transform it in Christ.

III. Some questions and answers
8. Do people have to speak in tongues to be filled with the Holy Spirit?

a. The answer also is a No.

b. Nowhere does the Bible say one must speak in tongues to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

c. Speaking in tongue is one of the most common manifestations of the coming of the Holy Spirit, and St. Paul says that he wishes that everyone would speak in tongue, but it is not the only manifestation of the Holy Spirit and one does NOT have to speak in tongue to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

i. So do not fake it if you do not have it.

ii. If you desire it, ask for it.

9. Isn’t God a God of order?  What happened when the Holy Spirit came is a creative chaos.  

a. The noise—whether the sound of the wind or the tongue-speaking of the people we do not know—was so loud that other people came to see what was happening, thousands of them.  

b. Some among them saw the disciples speak in tongues and said that they were drunk with new wine, apparently because they acted drunk.

c. In other words, when the Holy Spirit comes, do not expect everything to be neat.  

i. There will be a measure of chaos, but the Holy Spirit is in control.

ii. Where life is, there is chaos.  Organic life has its order, but it is not the static order of machine.  When life is, there is the appearance of chaos.  The order of life is dynamic.  It is always changing.

IV. Conclusion: Pray.
10. We are living in the exciting time.

a. Jesus had said that it is better that he goes away because then He will send the Holy Spirit to all believers.  

b. As the result of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, the Father has poured out the Holy Spirit.

c. The Holy Spirit is for all believers, to be filled with Him, to hear God’s voice intimately and move in His power to bring God’s Kingdom and set those who are under the devil’s lies and oppression free.

d. Do not listen to the devil that says such life is not for everyone.  Today’s passage shows it is for everyone.

11. Instead, ask, seek and knock.  Keep praying until you also receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  

a. That’s what the disciples did.  They devoted themselves to prayer.  Acts 1:14 tells us, “with one accord [they] devoted themselves to prayer.”

b. This is the same thing that Jesus taught the disciples to do in Luke 11: “Keep on asking God.  Keep seeking.  Keep praying…and God the Father will send you the Holy Spirit.”  

c. So, together in one heart the disciples devoted themselves to prayer.

12. The good news about praying for the Holy Spirit is that God promised that if we keep asking, He will send us the Holy Spirit.

a. So we pray with confidence that if we do not give up, God will one day send the Holy Spirit.  

b. We keep praying until He sends us the Holy Spirit.
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