Sermon for Singles: 
How to Find a Spouse: New Rules of Engagement
Introduction
1. “He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the Lord.” (Prov. 18:22)

a. Now we live in an equal society, so the truth goes both ways.  “She who finds a husband finds a good thing and obtains favor from the Lord also.”
2. Importance of marriage: Marriage is more important than career.  

a. My parents v. Julie’s parents

b. Career is easy to find: Find what you are good at and what you enjoy, and develop it, and you have a career.

c. Not so with a spouse: It is most important.

i. Bible pays much attention to finding a spouse.

ii. This verse; Abraham finding a wife for Isaac, etc.
iii. A person of strong marriage walks out strong; a person of troubled marriage cannot escape trouble.
3. I want to help you find a good thing in life.

a. As you can tell, I did well.  

b. People continually tell me that I got the better deal.  For that I am happy.

I want to begin with my story. 
1. Bachelor to rapture, while always talking about girls.

a. #1. Gift of celibacy is good and should be honored.
2. Not until 30

a. Meeting Julie: 

i. The car in accident: God overrides our prayers sometimes.

ii. My father: Deciding in high school to get their advice.
iii. #2. With many advisors you do not fail.
iv. I thought the devil was tempting me.

v. So, not by emotion.  At the end not emotion but character carries the day.

vi. One day I fell in love.  4 hours later, Julie fell in love with me independently.

b. #3. God finds you a spouse while you are seeking the Lord.

3. Marriage is hard work.

a. Finding a spouse does not make everything perfect.

b. Marriage is a school where we learn to truly love.  That is, to die to oneself.
c. IL) St. Francis de Sales’ response to a young Christian’s question about whether she should marry or stay single.

d. For that, you will have to listen to the next sermon for married people.
My advice on how to find a spouse: New Rules of Engagement
1. Prayer list: Pray before you meet the girl/guy.  Without emotion, choose characteristics you desire.  
a. Pray: A good spouse is a favor from the Lord.
b. My list

i. Joyful

ii. One I can talk to

c. Julie’s list: much longer
i. Even my height
d. Use mind, not emotions.

i. IL) This is where my method was right.  

ii. “Chemistry” is overrated.  You just want a pretty girl, or a pretty guy.

e. Character makes a good husband/wife, not good looks.

i. Prov 31: “Excellent wife”

-All about  character: hard work, wisdom, integrity, compassion
-“Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.”

ii. Pray specifically and look for the characteristics.  

2. Do not look for a finished product.  Look for a person with potential 
a. “Lord, have mercy on the man who does not find a perfect wife.  Lord have a greater mercy on the man who thinks he found one.”
b. If girls looking for spiritual leader in a man.  You will have to marry a pastor.  

c. Look for a person with potential, not finished product.  

d. Difference between wisdom and knowledge.  Knowledge sees what is there.  Wisdom sees what is not yet there, the potential you can help bring forth.

e. IL) Kun 

3. Stay the course with Gods purpose with your life.  

a. Do not veer from your calling.  Marriage is not everything.

b. IL) Jeanette’s story

4. Men should pursue.  

a. Do not be timid.

b. Learn to be rejected and be a man.

c. No asking by texting.  (“Sup,” or “You wanna hang out?”) Ask if she is worthy of asking out properly.  Spend the money, ask out for dinner, etc.
d. A girl can pursue also: IL) Ruth
5. Girls should give the guy a chance.  Look at the basic stuff.  

a. Unless the guy is a dork.
b. There is no perfect man.

i. IL) BBC News on 2013 Valentine’s Day: You are looking for something that only God can fulfill.
c. IL) So many girls rejected guys who are now leaders because they only saw the surface, not the potential.

d. Nerds make good husbands.  Players, those who know how to sweep off girls, do not.
Conclusion: Prayer of blessing
