Sermon for Married Couples: 
Three Purposes of Marriage

I. Introduction: My marriage

1. Julie and I have been married for 21 ½ years. 

a. Not perfect, but pretty good.  A-/B+.

b. Continually getting better
2. Our marriage has been a journey.  

a. It started very rough.

b. First 3 years, we fought so much that many times, I didn’t think we would make it.

c. Only God’s grace kept us going.

i. I would leave in the morning after fighting, and pray for help.

ii. By evening I would feel better, and we would make up.

iii. But this went on for 3 years.

d. I even bought a book titled Let’s Fight Well 3 years into our marriage.  

i. It said we would fight, so let’s at least fight well.
e. But it is continually improving.

i. We are a hope to those whose marriages are hard.

ii. If we can make it, anyone can.

iii. It’s getting better even now.

3. Given my family background, I should have been divorced and lonely by now.

a. I come from a deeply dysfunctional family and unhappily married parents.

b. My older brother asked my parents to divorce when he was in elementary school.

c. My mother did not divorce only out of her Christian conviction that God hates divorce, although she had all the biblical reasons to divorce.

d. My father became saved about 30 years ago, and now my father is even a better Christian, but it was not always so.

e. Given my background, I should be divorced and lonely, but God has been healing me and marriage as well.

4. I cannot talk about everything about marriage.

5. I will talk about the purpose of marriage.

a. Once we know the purpose, we can change/improve.

i. Right understanding of purpose sets us on right track.

ii. Wrong understanding sets us wrong.

b. For example, how many people think the purpose of marriage is happiness? 

i. It is not.

ii. That’s where we have it wrong.

c. BBC article on Valentine’s Day 2013: We look for in a spouse only what God can give us—to meet our needs.

i. We will look at the three purposes of marriage that the Bible shows.
II. Intimacy (from Song of Songs)
1. Romance

a. Ultimate purpose of our creation is romance.

i. Our life ends with romance in a wedding banquet with Jesus.

ii. We are the Bride and Jesus is the Bridegroom.

b. I used to be so work-driven that I thought romance was waste of time.
c. But once I learned that romance is the ultimate purpose of humanity, I changed.

i. I love chick flicks now.

ii. It makes me love my wife better, at least for an hour or so.
2. It’s important that we become romantic.

a. Buy flowers
b. Have date nights and spend time alone with spouse.

i. When couples have kids, often marriage takes back seat to kids.

ii. They have kids sleep in between mom and dad

iii. That is unbiblical.
c. Romance has to be cultivated.
i. Spend time, and money to cultivate romance.

d. Read through the Song of Songs, how romantic they are.

i. The man and the woman adoring each other.

e. Romance must be cultivated.

i. Five Languages of Love by Chapman

3. Sex matters also: Married couples must have sex regularly.

a. Even the Bible says, “Have sex with your spouse.  Refrain only to pray for a season, but get immediately back together lest you give a room for the devil.

b. Song of Songs is completely erotic, X-rated.

c. Learn to enjoy sex.  

d. Do not use sex as a weapon.

e. If you have problem, go see a counselor.

4. But it’s a journey.

a. Song of Songs: It doesn’t start that way.
b. That leads to the second purpose of marriage.
III. School where we learn to be Christlike (Eph. 5)

1. Gary Thomas’s Sacred Marriage
2. IL) St. Francis de Sales’ response to a young Christian’s question about whether she should marry or stay single.

3. Husband is like Christ as wife is the church.

a. Husband learns to lay down his life for the wife.

b. Wife learns to submit.

c. Both are forms of death.
4. Marriage is a school where we learn to die to ourselves.
a. Jesus said that in dying we live.

b. By his death he gave us life.

c. The same holds true in everything.  We give life by our death.

d. The fallen humanity is by nature selfish.  It is difficult to die.

e. Marriage is one place we cannot avoid by have to learn to die.

5. Purpose of marriage is not my happiness, but the other person’s happiness.

a. That is possible only through my death. 

b. The main cause of marital unhappiness: We try to use the other person for our happiness.

i. It is bound to create unhappiness.

ii. Two sinners get married, not saint and a saint, or a saint and a sinner but two sinners.
c. We come to marriage to learn to die.

6. Julie and I had a breakthrough in our marriage about 4 years ago.

a. Our marriage was not bad, but we always walked on thin ice.

b. And we would blow up.

c. We finally decided to go see a marriage counselor together.

d. Over about 12 sessions, we learned why each other behaved the way they did—because of our family backgrounds—and learned some helpful skills.

e. However, the main lesson for me was to die.

i. I would do my best to die.

ii. And then, she would twist the dagger once more.

iii. This happened over and over again, until my wife really felt that I loved her.

iv. It was accomplished only through my death.

v. This is where and the only place I think I can say, “I have been crucified with Christ.”

7. Do you want happiness?  Learn to die.

a. This is why I say also that more important than looks is character.

b. People of character are the ones that know how to die to themselves.

IV. To rule: helpmate to rule the world. (Gen. 1-2)
1. Two shall become one flesh to rule on earth.
a. The wife is the helpmate to bring God’s rule on earth.

2. What not to do:

a. Not to just increase economic prospect.

b. Not to have child idolatry.

c. Not that marriage would be an end in itself.

3. Serve the Lord together.

a. Church

b. Marketplace

c. Family: raising children

V. Conclusion: Rev. and Mrs. Kwangshin and Jennifer Kim 

1. Romantic husband: Before becoming a Christian, giving her $10,000/mo for spending money.

2. Everything together

a. Smoking together

b. Ministry together
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