The New Normal 3: Christianity with Power
Acts 3:1-26 (JOY, 2/10/13)
I. Introduction

1. Last time we saw, the Holy Spirit was poured out onto the believers.

a. Church was born by the coming of the Holy Spirit.

b. Church is a supernatural entity.  Church is born by the Holy Spirit, empowered by the Holy Spirit and led by the Holy Spirit.

i. Without the Holy Spirit, church is just another human organization, no different from a social agency.
ii. It is the Holy Spirit that makes a church a real church.

2. The last part of chapter 2 gives the description of the early church: “And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.”
3. Today’s passage shows one of the wonders and signs that the apostles did.

II. Passage

1. Peter and John were going to the temple at the regular prayer hour, 3pm.
a. As they walked up they saw a man born lame.

b. People carried him before the temple so that he could ask for alms.  He had been sitting there for many years.

c. He asks Peter and John for alms.  Peter looks at the man, and my guess is that he heard God say that He was going to heal the man.

d. Peter declares, “I do not have any money, but I give you what I have.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”

e. Peter is so confident that he picks the lame man up by hand.
2. Thomas Aquinas, one of the great theologians of church history, once called upon Pope Innocent II when the pope was counting a large sum of money.  “You see, Thomas,” said the Pope, “The church can no longer say, ‘Silver and gold have I none.’”  “True, holy father,” said Thomas, “and neither can she now say, ‘Arise and walk.’” (Bruce, Luke 84)

a. God’s Kingdom is not about money, but the Spirit’s power.

b. But today many churches have become businesses where they rely on money and human strategies to advance the God’s Kingdom.  

c. The church must be restored to original state where we rely on the Holy Spirit to advance the Kingdom.  

3. Now look at this man.

a. As Peter lifts him up, he feels power come to his leg and ankles.  

b. He feels he can walk.  He begins to jump up and down.  He is so happy.  He is like a child.  He shouts praises to God.
4. All the jumping and shouting attract the crowd’s attention.
a. People knew this man because he begged there everyday for decades.  People begin to ask, “What happened?”
b. As people gather, Peter seizes the opportunity and preaches a bold message.  He accuses them of killing the Messiah and calls them to repentance.  
c. Many turn to Christ that day.
5. This is the pattern of preaching we see in the Bible:  God gathers people by demonstrating His power through miracles.  

a. In Jesus’ first ministry in Mark 1 Jesus casts out a demon of a man in the church.  People marvel, “A new teaching with authority!  He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him!” (Mark 1:27)  

b. In chapter 2 he heals a paralytic, and people marvel, “We never saw anything like this!” (Mark 2:12)

c. News about Jesus spread like a wildfire because of miracles.
6. This is how it happens in many parts of the world today also
a. All over the world God manifests His power, and opens up people’s hearts.

b. Even in our own church, God has used Alpha to bring many to salvation.  What happens at Alpha?  Often it is during the Holy Spirit weekend that people encounter God in prophecies and healings.  Typically they are not even major healings or prophecies, but even the little ones demonstrate to these non-believers that there is a God, and He is good, and He loves them, and that is enough.

c. People are hungry for God.  They just need to know that He is real and He really loves them in spite of their sins.
7. Listen to Peter: He asks, “Why are you surprised?  You should not be surprised by this healing.”  In other words, “This kind of things is normal. ”

a. Normal to whom?  Normal to God!  To God miracles are normal.

b. In fact, what should surprise people is when this type of things does NOT happen.

i. Mark 6:5-6 says, “[Jesus] could not do mighty work [at his hometown]…and he marveled because of their unbelief.”
ii. Jesus was surprised that people would not believe.  

c. What should surprise God’s people is not that miracles happen, but they do NOT happen.  God is a wonder-working God.  If He is present, why doesn’t it happen more often?

8. Continue to listen to Peter.  “It’s not our power or piety that healed this man.”  In other words, he says, “It’s not us!  It’s God.”
a. Do not ascribe the power to anyone’s specialness, or holiness.  It is entirely God.  It is simply the Holy Spirit working through us.
b. When someone moves in power, do not think that person is necessarily pious or spiritually mature.  

i. It is the power of God working through him, regardless of who he is.   God can use anyone to heal another, but it is always God.
ii. It’s like Samson.  He was immature, but God used him anyway.

9. Jesus said to the disciples, “Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest….” (John 4:34)

a. Do you really feel that the harvest is ripe, that people are ready to turn to God and be saved?  

b. Probably not.  Probably you think that people are unripe.  They are not ready to believe in Jesus.

c. Have you thought maybe the ripe people are like this lame man?

i. Lame in life: Maybe physically ill.

ii. But a person is not lame only physically.  He may be emotionally lame.  Maybe spiritually lame.  Maybe he is demonized.

10. People in desperate needs are everywhere.

a. Just this week, there was another gun violence in a middle school.  

b. All these troubled people: people who are clinically depressed, suicidal, homicidal, giving themselves to drinking and drugs, broken marriages, trouble with kids, financial troubles…all these people are people who are ripe for harvest.

c. And just as this lame man was in full view of people in front of the temple, they are in full view of us all around us. 

d. Then, what is the difference between Peter and us?  Why isn’t there harvest for us?  It’s because we do not have the power.
i. If we had the power, we would be looking for people to heal.
e. What if we had the power of the Holy Spirit to cast the depression out of a person, drive out the suicidal or homicidal spirits out of the people, heal the broken hearts and bodies?

i. We thank God that these things are already happening at JOY.

ii. But we cry out for more that many will be healed and saved.

III. Conclusion
1. When I was in college, I served as the large group coordinator for a Christian group called InterVarsity.  One time we invited a local pastor.  After sermon, he said, “Let’s pray.”  Then, as he began to pray for some people, the people began to fall under the power of the Holy Spirit.  Many people in our fellowship had never seen anything like this, got offended and began to walk out.  I had to manage the mess as the large group coordinator.  But in the midst of the mess, one of my friends, a girl who had just begun to show interest in Christianity, got deeply touched.  She was a Korean-American but had told me that she hated being Korean and wanted nothing to do with Korean things.  Apparently something had happened in her life.  The Holy Spirit touched her that night, and she was never the same.  Her broken relationship with her father—I think her inner brokenness something to do with the father—and she eventually went to Korea!  After that night, I resolved in my heart, “The Holy Spirit thing can be messy, but I will take the mess if it means the radical transformation of lives.  If the Holy Spirit heals people as he did my friend, I will take the mess.”  
2. May God move powerfully to heal broken hearts, bodies and lives.  And if power comes with mess, we will take care of it.
3. Let me end with a quote from Graham Cooke.  I hope you will agree: “We have decided that teaching the Gospel without demonstrating the Gospel is not enough.  Good preaching, good doctrine, being good people is not enough.  A good church club is not enough, good fellowship—it’s not enough….  Just making it to heaven is not our goal.  Knowing about God without truly knowing Him and experiencing God is meaningless.… Power without character is futile, singing songs without worship is hollow, meeting without God showing up is pointless, faith without works is not enough, having works without love is not acceptable….  Holy Spirit filled, Holy Spirit led and Holy Spirit empowered, anything less doesn’t work for us.  We are a battleship, not a cruise ship, an army, not an audience, special forces, not spectators, missionaries, not club members.  We value both pioneers and settlers, pioneers to expand our territory and settlers to build on those territories.  But we are not squatters—people who take up space others have fought for without improving it.  To be infectious instead of innocuous, contagious instead of quarantined, deadly instead of benign.  To be radical lovers and outrageous givers.  We are a mission station….”
Suggested Questions for Discussion

· What in the sermon caused you to think?

· Peter said to the crowd who were amazed at the miracle, “Why are you surprised?”  And Jesus marveled that people would not believe that he could do miracles?

· Why should we not be surprised that miracles happen, and instead be surprised that they do not happen as often?

· Peter said, “It’s not our power or piety that healed this man.”  Why do people usually think it is the person that is healing the person, or his/her piety?  

· How can we change that wrong thought?

· What is the implication for us that it is not our power or piety that heals?  (That anyone can do it.)
· Jesus said, “Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest….” (John 4:34)  

· Who are the people that are ripe for harvest that you see?
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