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Psalm 34:8

O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

Feel, taste, see, and experience God with all our senses and emotions.  

Don’t be afraid of our emotions, follow them just don’t be controlled by them.

Martin Luther 
Most people have just enough of religion to feel guilty about our sins but not enough to enjoy the life in the Spirit.
What does it mean to be spiritual? 

· How many chapters of the Bible do I have to read everyday? 
· Church services? 
· Communion? 
· How long do I have to pray? 
· Fasting? 
· Mission trips? 
· Full-time vocational ministry?

Answer – Jesus.   Whatever the question, Jesus is always the answer.
2 Corinthians 11:3
But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led stray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.

*Personal Testimony: mid-life crisis. I don’t like myself. Really investigating Jesus. Upon looking at Jesus again I realized for years I put yokes on people. 

“Come to my place for dinner, the only thing is you can’t clean up first, as you come, I’ll clean you up.” 

Matt 11:28 
Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy & My burden is light. 

I realized Jesus and I think very differently.

John 6:28-29

What are the works of God? Believe in the One He has sent. 

That’s it? But God, I want to do some work for You. 

He says, “The work I want for you to do is believe.” 

I understand that part, let’s get on with winning the world! 

“No, if you believe, trust me, truly trust me the work will take care of itself.  The problem is you don’t really trust/believe me. You only talk believing.“
John Piper 
Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church.  Worship is.  Missions exists because worship doesn't.
We have missions because we are not truly worshipping.  If we were truly worshipping then missions would happen on its own.
Very troubling, Jesus says troubling things.  Turn the other cheek (slaps you on your right cheek – Matt 5:39)? 
Some misread this text as if it says not to oppose injustice; what it really says, however, is that we should be so unselfish and trust God so much that we leave our vindication with Him.  We have no honor or property worth defending compared with the opportunity to show how much we love God and everyone else.
This is what really got me thinking or re-thinking. 

Dallas Willard
Anyone can believe in Jesus. The challenge is to believe like Him.
Philippians 2:5 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus. 

Jesus thinks differently – 1st miracle: got people drunk.  John 2.

Jesus’ economics are so different than ours.

Mark 8:11-21 
7 loaves, fed 4000 people, 7 baskets leftover. 
5 loaves, fed 5000 people, 12 baskets leftover. 
2 loaves less, fed 1000 people more, 5 more baskets leftover.
What could He do w/ just one?  
We say, “But Lord we need all these resources.” 
Jesus says, “Just give me one or two.” 
When you say you’re not much and don’t have much, He says, “Hallelujah! You’re the person I want to use.”

Even in marriage, 1 + 1 = 1

Story we use to raise millions for missions is about a widow offering 2 copper coins. 

I want you to walk w/ me as I walk w/ Him
John 1:35-39

Jesus gets this great endorsement from John, “Behold the Lamb of God!” 
2 disciples follow & Jesus asks them, “What do you seek?”  They reply, “where are you staying?”
Jesus says, “Come & you will see.”  

And I say to you, “What are you seeking?  Come and you will see.” 
The key to following Him is not where you are going, but with whom you are going with. 

For this next month – come and see.  Take a journey with the pastoral staff and come and see.

Psalm 34:8

O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

Gospel
I’ll leave my place – incarnation
I’ll come to your place – sanctification
I’ll take your place – justification/crucifixion
Then I’ll take you to my place – resurrection/glorification 

See, Encyclopedia Britannica says Jesus is the Founder of the Christian movement. NO! 
Jesus did not come to set up a religious system.  He came to be with us.  To redeem us. 

In light of Willard’s quote…
What does Jesus believe about you and me?

1. Believers we are worth something

unworthy but not worthless

1.  Made in His image
Matt 22:15-22

How does He respond? Shoe me a coin – incredible. 
Cross-reference Gen 1:26-27
Only thing Caesar can put his image on is a coin.  But every human being bears the image of God. 
2.  He pays a price for me

The value of an object is determined by the price someone is willing to pay for it.

The buyer not the seller ultimately determines price.  

“Jesus went to the Cross to set the price on us so high that He can never be outbid.”

In the movie The Last Emperor, the young child anointed as last emperor of China lives a magical life of luxury w/ a thousand eunuch servants at his command. 
“What happens when you do wrong?” his brother asks. 
“When I do wrong, someone else is punished,” the boy emperor replies. 
To demonstrate, he breaks a jar and one of his servants is beaten. 
In Christianity, Jesus reversed that ancient pattern.

· In the world when the King sins, the servants are punished.

· In Christ when the servants sin, the King is punished. 

How would we live our lives if we believed like Jesus does about us? 
Sociologists have a theory called the looking glass self: 
You become what the most important person in your life (wife, father, boss, pastor, etc.) thinks of you. 
Story of little boy playing in the rain.

1 John 4:19 
We love because He first loved us. 
2 Pearls Jesus gives the Church:

1. A passion for Himself

2. The ability to receive His love and affection

We don’t need any more information.
We need transformation through an encounter with God! 
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