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Matthew 3:16-17

And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

Review – 

Jesus thinks differently than we do.  Our goal is to think like Him.

Philippians 2:5 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.
Jesus believes we are worth something.


Sociologists have a theory called the looking glass self: 
You become what the most important person in your life (wife, father, boss, pastor, etc.) thinks you are. 
How would we live our lives if we believed like Jesus does about us?
2 Pearls Jesus gives the Church:

1. A passion for Himself

2. The ability to receive His love and affection

We don’t need any more information.
We need transformation through an encounter with God! 

What does the Father truly think about you?

EG question – how would you rate your relationship with God on a scale of 1-10?

If God were standing before you right now how would God rate you?

What words would He use?  Disappointment, not good enough, angry?

Most of us in our heart believe that God is angry with us or disappointed in us.

Remember 1 John 4:19 - We love because He first loved us. 
So what does our Heavenly Father think about us?

I believe that God our Father is very different than what we think.

Nature vs. Character

God is holy in His nature and this has an affect.  He cannot be around sin.

He is also just and this also has an affect.  There must be judgment.

But God in His character or in His heart is very different.  His character doesn’t violate His nature but it reveals who He is.

Exodus 33:1-4; 12-19

Background:

God promises Israel that they will not leave Egypt empty-handed.  They leave with the spoils of gold, animals, and possessions.

Moses is at the mountain of God and the people get restless and make a golden calf with the gold given to them by God.

The anger of God produced by His holiness and justice is expressed.

God lets them know that they will go into the promised land but without Him.

The people are in mourning because God tells them that His presence will not accompany them.

Moses cries out for God’s presence.

Not unusual for Moses to do this.  His presence always accompanied them.

Exodus 3 – burning bush

13:21 - led out of Egypt by pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night

19:18 - He comes down to Mt Sinai

24:17-18 – covenant affirmed, glory of the Lord like a consuming fire

After all this sin abounds in the camp.

Exodus 32:22


…you know the people yourself, that they are prone to evil.

Golden calf - Aaron fashions it into a calf (32:4) but claims it came out that way (v24).

How would God respond?  They are in trouble.

But God reveals His character – the revelation of the God of compassion.

Exodus 34:5-7

And the Lord descended in the cloud and stood there with him as he called upon the name of the Lord.  Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in loving-kindness and truth.

First time God revealed to His people and the world what He is really like in His character.

Before the revelation was:

· Exodus 3:14 – I AM hayah – to exist, to be.  Abram – Abraham; Sarai – Sarah


The I AM – the ever-present One.

· 6:3 – El Shaddai – almighty, most powerful > Yahweh

· 15:26 – Jehovah Rophe – I am the Lord God your Healer

· 17:15 – Jehovah Nissi - I am the Lord God your banner.  Something lifted up high above to be seen from far away

All were descriptions of what He did, names representing who He is.

But Exodus 34 was the first time that we get a glimpse of God’s heart.  Who is this God?


…compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in loving-
kindness and truth.

God was waiting for the perfect opportunity to show Israel the kind of God that they are dealing with.

Showed them at the lowest point.

What kind of God is this?

Hosea 2:8-16

Instead of wrath, Israel got kindness and a promotion.

God has Hosea marry a prostitute Gomer who runs away to prostitution again and has him go back and marry her again.

Romans 2:4


Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and 
patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance.

I believe there is a teaching of doctrine that we should know better.

Doctrine of justification

God's act of removing the guilt and penalty of sin while at the same time declaring a sinner righteous through Christ's atoning sacrifice.  Righteousness from God is viewed as being credited to the sinner's account through faith alone, without works.
God takes His own righteousness and credits it to the believer.  Faith cannot be a meritorious work, it is simply the channel which receives God’s righteousness

Romans 4:2-3

For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not before God.  For what does the Scripture say?  “And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.

J.I. Packer

Justification is a judicial act of God pardoning sinners (wicked and ungodly persons, Rom. 4:5; 3:9-24), accepting them as just, and so putting permanently right their previously estranged relationship with Himself. This justifying sentence is God’s gift of righteousness (Rom. 5:15-17), his bestowal of a status of acceptance for Jesus’ sake (2 Cor. 5:21). 

John MacArthur

Justification by faith was the great truth that dawned on Luther and dramatically altered the church. Because Christians are justified by faith alone, their standing before God is not in any way related to personal merit. Good works and practical holiness do not provide the grounds for acceptance with God. God receives as righteous those who believe, not because of any good thing He sees in them—not even because of His own sanctifying work in their lives—but solely on the basis of Christ’s righteousness, which is reckoned to their account. 
Romans 4:5
But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness.

That is justification.

Jerry Bridges also exposes the same problem indicating that the doctrine of justification by faith has been relegated to the sphere of the unbeliever only.  When that happens, Christians turn from grace to personal performance as the basis for Christian living.

In Christ we are perfect.  Totally righteous not because of what I do but because of who I am in Christ.

This is revelation.  Perfectly illustrated in Jesus’ baptism.

Jesus has an encounter with the Spirit and the Father.  Every child of God needs to have these 2 encounters not just once but many times over but also a definitive moment.

Jesus has the Spirit descend on Him and then the Father’s voice of pleasure and acceptance.

What did Jesus do to earn this?  How many people did He heal, feed, or deliver?  How many messages had He given?  None!  

The Father was well-pleased with His Son because He was His Son.

As a father I understand this.  

My kids make pictures for me all the time.  Each one a work of art.  So precious.  Why?  Because they are my kids.

Show picture.  

You are God’s masterpiece.  He loves you just the way you are because He made you.  

Come and receive His love and affection.
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