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In many churches members of the congregation hold small crosses made of palm leaves to remember the palms people laid before Him and the cross which He died.

Some display the crosses from that service in their homes during the year as a symbol of their faith. The crosses are then burned at the start of Lent the next year to provide the ash for Ash Wednesday.

Too many followers would get in behind Jesus on the road to the throne, but they would not follow him on the way to the cross. They would wave palms before the coming king, but they would not obey the Suffering Servant.

·  Are you willing to follow Jesus to the throne and to the cross?

Review:

1 John 4:19 - We love because He first loved us. 
Nature vs. Character

God is holy in His nature and this has an affect.  He cannot be around sin.

He is also just and this also has an affect.  There must be judgment.

But God in His character or in His heart is very different.  His character doesn’t violate His nature but it reveals who He is.

The cross is the perfect picture of what I am talking about.

God’s vengeance is satisfied and His mercy is expressed.

Before Exodus 34 the revelations of God were all descriptions of what He did, names representing who He is.

But Exodus 34 was the first time that we get a glimpse of God’s heart.  Who is this God?


…compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in loving-
kindness and truth.

God was waiting for the perfect opportunity to show Israel the kind of God that they are dealing with.

Showed them at the lowest point.

Finished with Matthew 3:16-17.  God’s voice of approval and love and the power of the Spirit descending on the Son – not because Jesus did anything but because He was His Son.

We all need to hear that voice of approval and love and the power of the Spirit.

The Romance of God

Song of Solomon 4:9

You have made my heart beat faster, my sister, my bride; You have made my heart beat faster with a single glance of your eyes, with a single strand of your necklace.

This verse is significant because this is the verse God gave me in a quiet time I was having when God spoke to me about my future spouse and the verse I used at our wedding when I was reciting my vows to my wife. 

Things didn’t start well.  I am bold.  I used to say exactly what’s on my mind but thankfully now I have a filter.  That boldness and raw truth telling ability is good in some areas but not in counseling or in dating.

“I am a great counselor for people who don’t need counseling.”

I seriously offended Lisa the first time we ever met.  Thankfully she got over it and after our very first date Song of Solomon 4:9 happened.

Husbands, we should continue to pursue our wives as if we are trying to date them.

God is madly in love with us.  He pursues us with reckless abandon.  

Isaiah 62:5

For as a young man marries a virgin, so your sons will marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so your God will rejoice over you.

Rejoice – suws – exultation, joy, display joy

Zephaniah 3:17

The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior.  He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.

It contains the suggestion of ‘dancing for joy’ or ‘leaping for joy’, since the verb originally meant ‘to spin around with intense motion.  God dances for joy because of His people. 
When God thinks of us He starts to dance and rejoice.

Psalm 139:13-18

Key v. 17-18

How precious also are Thy thoughts to me, O God!  How vast is the sum of them!  If I should count them, they would outnumber the sand.  When I am awake, I am still with Thee.

1. How precious are the thoughts of God over us.

Song of Solomon 4:9 corresponds with 2:9

My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag.  Behold he is standing behind our wall, He is looking through the windows, He is peering through the lattice.

God is on the other side of the wall.  He is waiting for us and peering in the window and the lattice.  Just the thought of us looking back makes His heart beat faster—with a single glance of your eyes.  We don’t even go to the window or to the other side of the wall but just the thought of us looking at Him stirs His heart.

What an incredible romance.

2. How precious we are to God.

God loves everyone.  He thinks everyone is precious which means no one is.

Syndrome from the Incredibles

If everyone is super then no one is.

John 20:11-18

God stops the world for one person.

John 17 in the Highly Priestly prayer the culmination of Jesus’ ministry will soon be coming to a close and Jesus asks the Father to glorify Him.

17:5

And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, Father with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.

Genesis 1:26


Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…

Jesus was there from the beginning in glory and now the time is coming for Him to be in glory again.

Glory is the most exalted state or condition.  It is the eternal condition with God the Father in heaven to which Christ was raised after He had achieved His work on earth.

This is the condition of blessedness that is promised to every true Christian who trusts Jesus as Lord and Savior.

This was supposed to be the condition of man but man sinned.

Romans 3:23


For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

In John, Jesus is enroute to glory but He stops everything for just one person.

He will stop traffic in heaven just for you and me.
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