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The truly humble are rare in this world.  Booker T. Washington, the renowned black educator, was an outstanding example of this truth. Shortly after he took over the presidency of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, he was walking in an exclusive section of town when he was stopped by a wealthy white woman. Not knowing the famous Mr. Washington by sight, she asked if he would like to earn a few dollars by chopping wood for her. Because he had no pressing business at the moment, Professor Washington smiled, rolled up his sleeves, and proceeded to do the humble chore she had requested. When he was finished, he carried the logs into the house and stacked them by the fireplace. A little girl recognized him and later revealed his identity to the lady. 

The next morning the embarrassed woman went to see Mr. Washington in his office at the Institute and apologized profusely. "It's perfectly all right, Madam," he replied. "Occasionally I enjoy a little manual labor. Besides, it's always a delight to do something for a friend." She shook his hand warmly and assured him that his meek and gracious attitude had endeared him and his work to her heart. Not long afterward she showed her admiration by persuading some wealthy acquaintances to join her in donating thousands of dollars to the Tuskegee Institute.

Virtues – Behavior showing high moral standards.  
· A quality considered morally good or desirable in a person.  
· A particular moral excellence
Why am I talking about humility?  Do I think I have it so I am going to talk about it?  
I am here in Hong Kong pasturing this church because of 2 years of being humbled.

· 29 year old Campus Pastor

· Pursued by the Billy Graham Association

· So many doors open to me

I thought I was a big shot but felt God’s touch in my heart to learn to be a Son.  It was God’s way of humbling me.  

I was asked to move to HK much earlier but said NO!  “Do you know who I am?”

There is something so mysterious about this virtue: Everyone look to your neighbor and look humble. 

Numbers 12:3 

Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who was on the face of the earth. 
Crazy thing is Moses wrote it.

If I say I am humble many will think I am some kind of jerk.  Strangely the dilemma doesn’t seem to apply to other virtues.  I can talk about virtues like compassion or discipline or generosity and no one would bat an eye.  But there is something about advocating humility that makes me and others listening to me a little uncomfortable.

Humility stands alone among the virtues in that as soon as you think you have it, you probably don’t and yet the reverse does not follow as well.  Not thinking yourself humble is no indication that you are.  
As our theme this year is THE WAY I have thought long and hard about what that means.  The Way of God is humility.  

Only Christians have a God who humiliated Himself – the Cross.

I want to spend some time thinking through, defining, wrestling and coming to grips with the ultimate virtue of God – humility.  

It’s the Way of Jesus.  This is the way of the Cross.

Let’s define humility first.
The Western meaning of humility comes from the usage of the Hebrew-speaking Jews, Latin-speaking Romans and Greeks, in particular Greek-speaking Christians of the first century.

In all three languages the word used to describe humility means low as in low to the ground.

Hebrew – anawa
Greek – tapeinos
Latin – humilitas
Used negatively, these terms mean to be put low – to be humiliated.

Positively, they mean to lower yourself or to be humble.

The two uses are radically different.  One is the awful experience of being conquered or shamed and this was the dominant usage of the term in ancient times.

The other is the noble choice to redirect your power in service of others.  This became the dominant usage only late in the Roman period (second to fifth centuries AD).

I will talk more about how this word came into being next time.

John Dickson

Humility is the noble choice to forgo your status, deploy your resources or use your influence for the good of others before yourself.  

A humble person is marked by a willingness to hold power in service of others.

3 keys to this definition.

1.  Humility presupposes your dignity.

The one being humble acts from a height, as the lowering etymology makes clear.

True humility assumes the dignity or strength of the one possessing the virtue.

True humility should not be confused with having low self-esteem or being a doormat for others.

It would be impossible to be truly humble without a healthy sense of your own worth and abilities and a keen awareness of where those abilities came from.

1 Samuel 15:17                                                                                                                                  Samuel said, "Is it not true, though you were little in your own eyes, you were made the head of the tribes of Israel? And the Lord anointed you king over Israel

Being little in our own eyes doesn't mean we think we are worthless or that we have no abilities or good qualities. It does mean we have a profound distrust of our own abilities or goodness. 

· I suck

· I’m ugly.

· I can’t do this.

These are all forms of false humility.

When you are praised humility is not rejecting the praise but directing it toward the only one who is truly worthy of it—Jesus Christ.

True humility is not saying to yourself that you are worthless or constantly debasing yourself.  That is a personality disorder or character defect.

2.  Humility is willing
It is a choice. 

The Biblical prerogative is humble yourself (Psalm 113:6; Matthew 18:4, 23:12; Luke 18:14).
Luke 14:11

For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted.

It’s a choice otherwise it is humiliation.  You are humbled by your circumstances or failure instead of a choice.  Both work to bring us lower but one is humiliation and the other is humility.

In a sense there must be some sort of competence and self-awareness of that competence for one to be truly humble.
3.  Humility is social

True humility is not a private act of self-deprecation—banishing proud thoughts or refusing to talk about your achievements—that is modesty.

Humility is about redirecting your powers (physical, intellectual, financial, or structural) for the sake of others.

Philippians 2:3

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself.

Humility is more about how I treat others than how I think about myself.

Story of Joe Louis – heavyweight boxing champion of the world was sitting on the back of the bus and three teenagers started to verbally abuse him.  They kept at it then Louis got up and before exiting the bus gave the teenagers and card.  It said, Joe Louis, Boxer.
Why is this important?
What is the goal of our Christian life?

What are we here to learn to do?

Westminster Confession – Shorter Catechism

Question:  What is the chief end of man?

Answer:  To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.

Our life is about Him.  It’s to His glory.  Our lives belong to Him.  

It’s to know Him, to be like Him, and to make Him known.

Pride will take you away from glorifying Him and there will be no enjoyment.

What was David's greatest sin? Bathsheba? No.                                                                           2 Samuel 24 David is full of pride and counts the people of Israel. 

· Consequence: 70,000 people died.

· Bathsheba 2 died. 

Every person in the Bible who was used powerfully by God and had open access to God was also a person of great humility. 
· Daniel –Daniel 10:12
Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel, for the first day that you set your heart on understanding this and on humbling yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to your words. 

· Even Manasseh one of the most wicked kings in the history of Judah could get the Lord's attention by humbling himself – 2 Chronicles 33:12-13. 

Psalm 138:6 

For though the Lord is exalted, yet He regards the lowly, but the haughty He knows from afar. 

God is intimate with the humble and the proud He keeps at a distance. 

Humility is the pathway to intimacy with God, while arrogance leads to a spiritual desert. James 4:6 

...God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 
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