MAY 19, 2013 HUMILITY V (THE HUMILITY OF MOSES)

Recap of what we’ve been talking about so far

We've been talking about humility for a few weeks now. Here's my brief summary of what I have gathered about humility through the sermons and through the HC discussions. 

1) FIRST, Humility is what GOD wants from us

· This is why we’re talking about humility

· so many passages that we've looked at already. 

· Micah 6:8 He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require of you But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?

· James 4:6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble

· This may be stating the obvious, but we're preaching on humility because humility is what God REQUIRES of us. 

Sometimes we can talk about something at church, but not live it out

· One of the HC questions: "Since the start of this series on humility, how have you humbled yourself?"

· This is the point! It's easy to talk about humility, to meditate over what it means, what it looks like, why it's such an amazing virtue.. but the POINT is to do it.

· so let us really consider, how humility can be LIVED OUT in our lives. 

2) So WHAT IS humility? This is the MAIN question.
· There is no easy definition of humility. It's hard to pinpoint to one behavior or one attitude and say, "THAT is humility." Now go and do it.

· Like other complex themes (such as LOVE or FAITH), there are many different dimensions to humility.

· What we can do is look at some EXAMPLES of humility to draw an understanding of what it means to be truly humble

· like puzzle pieces, as we see more examples, we get a better understanding 

· We've looked at Jesus washing the disciples' feet. We've looked at Jesus' death on the cross. We've looked at God's interaction with the nation of Israel through the prophecy of Micah, and what kind of response God desires from His people. We've looked at John Dickson's definition of humility "Humility is the noble choice to forgo your status, deploy your resources or use your influence for the good of others before yourself. A humble person is marked by a willingness to hold power in service of others." 

· BTW who is John Dickson? With an honours degree in theology and a PhD in ancient history; also a Senior Research Fellow of the Department of Ancient History, Macquarie University. He is committed to delivering creative, engaging content grounded in careful thought. John is also Co-Director of the Centre for Public Christianity, an independent research and media company promoting informed discussion about social, ethical and religious issues in modern life. Prime Minister Kevin Rudd praised CPX as “a welcome development in the spiritual and intellectual life of Australia.” 

· These examples point to humility, and gives us a FULLER picture of what humility is. But it's hard to define humility in one sentence. There's so much depth to it. 

Here's my take on humility. I can see at least three types of humility:
A) Humility before God
One aspect of humility is our attitude before God. 
· recognizing His glory and majesty

· bowing down before Him in worship

· Isaiah 6:1-4 (woe is me!) 

· recognizing that God is our everything

· this is what P. Eugene talked about. "I am your FATHER! Without me you don't have anything!!)

· trusting God. thanking God.

· lack of complaining 

B) Humility in regard to ourselves
There is another aspect of humility which is personal humility. It's how we see ourselves. Seeing ourselves correctly.
· seeing ourselves as completely in need of God (related to recognizing God is our everything)

· Acts 17:28 For in him we live and move and have our being

· John 15 Apart from Jesus, we can do nothing

· prayer, crying out to God (Jehoshaphat's prayer: "Our eyes are on You!" in 2 Chr 20) 

· seeing ourselves as who we really are: sinners saved by grace (a gift of God)

· Eph 2:1 & 4-And you were dead in your trespasses and sins... But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)

· Peter, after Jesus' resurrection, is an example of personal humility

· freely admitting our sin and walking in repentance
· Recognizing that it’s all about God

· No competition. No comparing. No boasting. 
C) Humility toward others (P. Sam's been focusing on this more) 
The social aspect of humility.

· John Dickson's definition

· looking out for the interests of others!

· Philippians 2:3-4Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 

· Abraham, giving the better land to his nephew Lot 

· Jesus' washing of the feet

· Jesus' laying down his privileges and dying for us 

· Forgiving others


All intertwined, but I think it generally will follow this order. Humility before God. Then humility in regard to ourselves. Then humility toward others. 

Last point before beginning the message
· there are many actions & behaviors closely related to humility: trusting God, obedience, serving, forgiving, worship, prayer, thanksgiving

· but humility is more than just a behavior. It's an attitude of the heart. A conviction in your heart. And behavior follows it.

· But the way we're designed is that our behavior actually changes our heart. "fake it, till you make it"

· Research: if you're happy you smile, but can smiling make you happy? Yes, in fact! 

· Tim Keller's story of loving people

· So I believe it'll be the same for us too with humility

Introduction
"Good looking, let's humble ourselves this week"
Today, I want to look at the life of Moses. It will give us one more example of humility, which will add to our picture of what humility is. 

Read Numbers 12:1-15 NASB
We will look at two situations and two responses of Moses that reveal his humility.

1) Situation 1 (v. 1-2): He is betrayed & falsely accused & slandered
· Betrayed by his own sister and brother

· falsely accused of pride: He acts as though he's the only one that God speaks to. Who does he think he is?

· slandered: He's not that special. We can do the same. 

· Have you ever been betrayed, falsely accused or slandered?

· It must have been painful for Moses.

· normally, people would respond to something like this in anger 
· Growing up, especially with siblings, you experience this

· I can't think of the specific example, but I can feel that emotion when you feel like something is unfair. When you've been misrepresented, and your parents decide wrongly that it's your fault, or it's both your fault, or whatever.

· IT'S NOT FAIR!!!! THIS IS INJUSTICE!! 
· Misrepresentation/False accusation does this

· many people think I am gentle and always happy, and that's generally the case

· but when I get really angry is when I feel like I've been misrepresented

· college roommates story of saying goodbye to my dad 
· Our natural tendency is to set the story straight and to defend ourselves 
· Even when we are RIGHTLY accused. As in we have done something wrong.

· we respond with anger

· we say, WHAT? Who do you think you are? And we say, "you're like this, you're like that!" You have no RIGHT to speak to me about this

· Here's a suggestion of how you can respond

· Take a moment to receive the criticism. It is probably true to some degree

· Thank God that if it wasn't for His grace, you would be hopelessly worse off than how you are now 
· And ask Him for more of His grace so that you can improve

· If we're inclined to defend ourselves even when we're rightly accused, how much more, when we're wrongly accused? 
· But how does Moses respond? 

2) Response 1 (v. 3): Silence
· It doesn't say what Moses actually does in response

· But the writer of Numbers puts this verse as an explanation of Moses' response (actually some scholars believe that Joshua or another writer went back to this passage and inserted this line sometime later)

· Moses doesn't do anything 
· Hebrew word for humble is ANAV

· it is translated MEEK, AFFLICTED or HUMBLE 
· Meek is defined "Quiet, gentle, and easily imposed on; submissive"

· interesting that these two are put together: Afflicted and Meek 
· Most of us, when we are afflicted, we lash out. You afflict me, I will afflict you right back

· this word is describing someone that is afflicted, yet is meek in that affliction. For some, it's because there's nothing they can do (the poor and the needy, justice conference)

· for Moses, he chooses to be quiet and gentle in this affliction 

· I want to talk about the discipline of silence for a bit

· Richard Foster "Celebrating the Disciplines"

· These disciplines are various means of grace. Meaning, through these disciplines, such as prayer, worship, fasting, meditation, solitude and silence, we are opening ourselves up for God's grace and His power to be released into our lives.

· The discipline of silence is not "not speaking for 40 days"

· it's rather learning when to speak and when to refrain from speaking (control is key)

· Here's an excerpt from his book:

One reason we can hardly bear to remain silent is that it makes us feel so helpless. We are so accustomed to relying upon words to manage and control others. If we are silent, who will take control? God will take control, but we will never let him take control until we trust him. Silence is intimately related to trust. 

The tongue is our most powerful weapon of manipulation. A frantic stream of words flows from us because we are in a constant process of adjusting our public image. We fear so deeply what we think other people see in us that we talk in order to straighten out their understanding. If I have done some wrong thing and discover that you know about it(or even some right thing that I think you may misunderstand), I will be very tempted to help you understand my action! Silence is one of the deepest Disciplines of the Spirit simply because it puts the stopper on all self-justification. 

One of the fruits of silence is the freedom to let God be our justifier. We don’t need to straighten others out. There is a story of a medieval monk who was being unjustly accused of certain offenses. One day he looked out his window and saw a dog biting and tearing on a rug that had been hung out to dry. As he watched, the Lord spoke to him saying, “That is what is happening to your reputation. But if you will trust me, I will care for you— reputation and all.” Perhaps more than anything else, silence brings us to believe that God can care for us—“ reputation and all.” 

Foster, Richard J. (2009-03-17). Celebration of Discipline (Kindle Locations 1659-1670). HarperSanFrancisco. Kindle Edition. 

· this is something practical that you can do to practice humility
· check the motive of your heart before saying something

· Silence is intimately related to trust. And trust is intimately related to humility. We are able to humble ourselves if we trust that God is our justifier. He is sovereign and He loves me. He's the one who fights for me. 
· remember, the discipline of silence is not referring to an absurd determination to not speak. It's not like you're WINNING an argument simply by not speaking. Not the silent treatment

· but it's having restraint on our inner need to justify ourselves. 
· if we were slower to speak, maybe we'll be quicker to hear what God is saying, even through what seems like a false accusation or misguided criticism. We might see that there is actually some truth to what the other person is saying, if we created space for God to speak, instead of jumping to defend ourselves. 

3) Situation 2 (v. 4-10): Moses is vindicated
· my favorite part because justice is served! 

· Revenge (movie Taken)

· What can we learn from this?

· The way God defends Moses is the way God defends us when we are falsely accused of something

· Why does it bother us so much if people misunderstand us when God is affirming us and He is happy with us? He loves us? 

· My response to reading this is: “Serves you right!”

· But how does Moses respond? 

4) Response 2 (v. 11-13): Forgiveness

· v. 13 is the first time Moses speaks in this passage

· This is amazing. This really points out Moses' humility. 

· there is no relishing in what God has done. no I told you so. no threats.

· he immediately intercedes for the healing of his sister

· Colossians 3:12–13

· So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
· John Piper: One of the implications of this text is that our humble willingness to forgive others their offenses is rooted in God’s forgiveness of us through Jesus. In other words, Christian humility is rooted in the gospel. True humility is gospel humility. It is not just copying Jesus in his willingness to die for others; it is enabled by Jesus because he died for us. Humility is rooted in the gospel. 
http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/greatness-humility-servanthood
· My initial thoughts after reading this passage was: if God vindicated me, like the way He did with Moses. It would be EASY to humble myself! I will let go of my need to defend myself. And I will forgive.
· But what the gospel tells us is this: maybe I actually don't deserve vindication

· I am, in fact a wretched sinner. What I deserve is death. But I received forgiveness.
· I've already been offered humility by Christ. I've been offered forgiveness. I should have no relationship with God. No peace. No sense of eternal purpose. But I was given all these things for free.

· In light of the gospel, this passage gets flipped around
· Actually, I'm not Moses in this story I'm Aaron. I'm Miriam. 
· I'm the one that deserves wrath, but Christ intercedes for me. 

· I'm not the one that deserves vindication.
· John Piper
Humility is the great opposite of a sense of entitlement. Humility is the opposite of “You owe me.” Paul said, “I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish” (Romans 1:14). In other words, they didn’t owe him. He owed them.
Why? Why do Christians walk through life feeling a humble sense that we owe service to people, rather than them owing us? The answer is that Christ loved us and died for us and forgave us and accepted us and justified us and gave us eternal life and made us heirs of the world when he owed us nothing. He treated us as worthy of his service, when we were not worthy of his service. He took thought not only for his own interests but for ours. He counted us as greater than himself: “Who is the greater,” he said, “one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves” (Luke 22:27).
http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/the-mind-of-christ-looking-out-for-the-interests-of-others
· So even if God doesn't vindicate my cause the way I want Him to, I can extend forgiveness

· I actually owe the world a humble response. Because I've experienced ultimate humility. 

Conclusion
1 Peter 2:21-23 NASB

For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

· although we've looked at the example of humility through an incident in Moses' life, this is also the example of Christ

· Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.

· Luke 23:34 But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”
