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Philippians 2:1-5

We can choose to humble ourselves or choose humiliation. 

John Dickson

Humility is the noble choice to forgo your status, deploy your resources or use your influence for the good of others before yourself.  

A humble person is marked by a willingness to hold power in service of others.

Philippians 2:3

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself.

Humility is more about how I treat others than how I think about myself.

I was walking to work one morning and praying and felt that God spoke to me about this last message.  I feel that God speaks to me in regard to all the messages that I preach but this particular one He laid out pretty well.

Enemies of Humility.

What is it that keeps us away from being humble?  Of course we know pride and arrogance but what else that digs a little deeper?

1. Insecurity

1 Samuel 15:17-24

Saul’s beginnings were very humble.  Unfortunately he forgot he was the king and he feared the people and listened to their voice.

Insecurity will lead us to under-value ourselves.  We feel like we have to prove we belong and we end up listening to the wrong voices.  Proverbial chip on our shoulders.

Insecurity will lead us to do something very prideful – Arab children in Israel.

Another definition of humility – agreeing with God.

God says you are the king of the universe you reply, Yes I am.

God says you are the scum of the earth you reply, Yes I am.

We need to find our security in the Lord.  There is security in the arms of the Father.

Zephaniah 3:17

The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior.  He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.

In God, we have nothing to prove.  He delights in us.

2. Self-Reliance

Jeremiah 17:5

Thus says the Lord, “Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord.

Insecurity will lead us to under-value ourselves.  

Self-Reliance will lead us to over-value ourselves.

God helps those who help themselves - Benjamin Franklin but from Aesop’s fable, Hercules and the Wagonner.

This is not in the Bible.

Cleanliness is next to godliness.  

Moderation in all things – Aristotle

To thine own self be true – Shakespeare

The idea espoused by Franklin has had a tremendous amount of influence in our world today.  It placed man in the driver’s seat.

The Bible teaches us something very different.

Proverbs 28:26

He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but he who walks wisely will be delivered.

Romans 5:6, 8


For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Is your trust in yourself or in an unfailing God?

Do you rely on yourself or on God?

Personal litmus test – prayer.

3. Materialism

Luke 12:16-34

This one surprised me the most and I questioned God about it.  But it makes sense.  If humility is social.  In other words, its not just an internal struggle in our minds and hearts but there is an aspect of humility that has a social dynamic then materialism will stop humility in its tracks.

How much do we really need?

I was talking to Lisa about this when an SP sister asked for clothes and toys for her daughter.  It was so hard for her to give away.  We realized how materialistic we were.

We are a blessed people and congregation.  How much do we really need?

Are we deploying our resources for the good of others before ourselves? 
GK Chesterton

There are two ways to get enough: One is to accumulate more and more, the other is to desire less.

v. 33

Sell your possessions and give to charity…

Don’t freak out, notice it doesn’t say sell all your possessions but it does say sell your possessions and give to charity.

Let’s do that.

Folly of investments.  I am for investments.  I think its smart but some of our “investments” are merely a convenient excuse for materialism and greed.  Every investment we make should be wrapped in prayer.  Maybe God has an eternal purpose for those funds and we can deploy it to help others.

I want to challenge our body to pray firstly and see if there things that maybe God wants us to sell and give to charity.  Then do it.  

I would like to have a Luke 12 charity drive.  Sell it and bring the proceeds of the sale to church on June 30.  This gives us a month. 
The world is full of people who are making a good living but living poor lives.
Let that not be us.
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