Rev. Samuel Song
The City


June 2, 2013

Announcement on Men and Women’s retreats.

Luke 12 Charity drive – just pray.  


Should I give excess or something important to me?


If I sell my clothes and things it won’t bring much return, what shall I do?  

------


Jeremiah 29:11-12

For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.  Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.

I love Hong Kong.  God brought me to Hong Kong in 1992. I became a Christian in April 1992 and in May I was here playing basketball for 5 weeks with my university team.

(show pic – tall center).

I stayed the whole summer because I was also a volleyball player and SSI was having a volleyball program.  I was a coach for the HK Jr. National Girl’s volleyball team and traveled with them in their summer season, I interpreted for the Men’s Korean National Team, and I also did a lot of other fun things too.

(show pic – Jackie).

But most importantly I fell in love with God.  I received a love for His Word, learned how to hear God’s voice, and received a call to missions.

I came back in 1993 when I tore my ACL in my left knee, which led me to go back home to socal, and eventually led me to ministry.  I came back in 1995 with my youth group and again in 1999.

(show pic – shaved head).

I would pray for the people of HK all the time.  I would pray for cool weather because of the lack of AC.  In training for missions to HK I would sit in my truck with the windows closed and the heater full blast in the summer.

I have spent almost all my married life in HK except for 8 months.

My 3 girls were born in HK at a public hospital – Queen Mary.

And we have been privileged to pastor a great church in the City and now launch a few more – in HK among Indonesians, in Beijing, and now in Singapore.

I know God has a great purpose for this city.  God loves cities.  

Our vision at SP is to plant churches in world-cities to bring effectual change.

Today, for the first time in history more people live in urban centers (cities) than in rural or suburban centers.  People are moving to cities.  There is a concentration of people and an incredible opportunity for the gospel.

So how now shall we live under these changing times?  How can we be on the way in the places where we live and work?

That is the question and theme of this next series of messages.

1. God brought you to this city

Acts 17:26-27

And He made from one every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation, that they should seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us.

No matter where your “home” is God brought you to this city to find Him and His purposes.

Maybe it was birth, family, work or a relationship that was the impetus to move you to Hong Kong but understand that God was the architect.

There is a divine purpose for you in Hong Kong.

Paul tells us in the sermon on Mars Hill that God orchestrates where every person lives on the face of the earth.  

It is not a mistake that you are here.  Prosper where you are planted now.

2. God wants you to make the city your home
Jeremiah 29:4-6

Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, ‘Build houses and live in them; and plant gardens, and eat their produce.  Take wives and become fathers of sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; and multiply there and do not decrease.

This word comes in the midst of captivity.  The Israelites are sent to Babylon in not such a wonderful time but God commands them to make Babylon their home.  To be fruitful and multiply.  To build, plant gardens, and make this new place home.

Many of us have a rental car mentality.  This place is just a rental.  We think its wisdom that we have this mentality because only an idiot would put a new stereo, gps system, new rims, etc…in a rental car.  But what God is saying is this is not a rental.  This is for keeps.

Make Hong Kong your home.  Prosper where you are planted.  Get married, buy houses, make babies and prepare them to get married.  God’s word to Israel was multi-generational.

Don’t live in your last place.  I am from beautiful southern California.  When I moved here I was physically living in HK but mentally and emotionally still living in socal.  I couldn’t enjoy HK because I was living in the past.  I needed to move on.

I couldn’t see the beauty and joy in front of me because I was looking behind the whole time.  

Move on.  Make HK your home.

3. God wants you to make the city better

Jeremiah 29:7

Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf; for in its welfare you will have welfare.

The Message

Make yourselves at home there and work for the country’s welfare.  “Pray for Babylon’s well-being. If things go well for Babylon, things will go well for you.”

Seek – da-rash – require, work.

Welfare – shalom – peace but better is completeness, prosperity

Pray for HK, work for the completeness of HK, care for HK, take care of the city.  

If we do that God promises us that it will be good for us.  We will have completeness and peace.

Part of the Luke 12 anti-materialism drive is to take care of the city.

We will be discussing exactly how we can make HK complete in the weeks to come.  What that looks like.

Let’s pray for Hong Kong today and work for it’s shalom tomorrow.
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