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More people live in cities now than any other time in the history of the world.

Early Christian movement was primarily urban.  The original meaning of the word pagan (paganus) was rural person or better, country hick.  It came to have a religious meaning because after Christianity had triumphed in the cities most of the rural people remained unconverted.

Rodney Stark, Baylor University professor

Any study of how Christians converted the empire is really a story of how they Christianized a city.

Cities are valued by God.  

City is cited over 1,250 times in the Bible.  160 times in NT – polis and 1,090 times in the OT – ir.  

Cities are strategic to God in the working out of His plans.  Consider how often God addresses specific cities by name – Jerusalem, Babylon, Tyre.  Paul’s letters are addressed to cities.

In the NT, Jesus cried two times:

1. Death of His good friend Lazarus

2. Over the city of Jerusalem

The spiritual condition of the city moved the heart of Jesus.

He was born in a village but died in a city.  The Bible begins in a garden but ends in a city.

Matthew 5:14

You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
City on a hill

If God were to build a city from the ground up what would it look like?

Vision is important.  

Proverbs 29:18


Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained.

It gives us a picture of what we are working toward.  Where we should focus our attention on.

Going to Disneyland with Elyse and Emma.  Hannah was going to church.  Elyse, “you’re so lucky because you get to go to church.”  Mom, “so you’d rather go to church than Disneyland?”  Elyse, “yes, because church is where people can encounter God!”

Our vision as a church is to create an atmosphere where people can encounter God.

What is God’s vision for a city?  

Zechariah gives us a glimpse from the city of God.

Zechariah 8:4-5

Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Old men and old women will again sit in the streets of Jerusalem each man with his staff in his hand because of age.  ‘And the streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing in its streets.’

Isaiah 65:17-25
v. 19

Joy

Absence of weeping and crying

v. 20

No infant mortality

People live out full lives

v. 21-22 

Build own houses and live in them

Just property laws

People will sow and reap

Fulfilling and meaningful work

v. 23

Confidence children will face a better life – obesity

People experience the blessing of God

Inter-generational family support with family structures intact

v. 24

Rapid answers to prayer

v. 25

Absence of violence

This is a Christian concern.  Isn’t it great that governments and non-Christian organizations are concerned with what God is concerned about?

In 1990 the Population Fund Report on cities defined its strategies for livable urban areas that mirrors perfectly Isaiah 65:17-25.

Are we talking merely about a social gospel?  Good works and deeds in our community only?

Eric Swanson & Sam Williams

Conversion is our ultimate motive but not our ulterior motive in loving and serving others.  Ultimate motive means that we absolutely want every person on earth to be in a right relationship with God through Jesus.  But ulterior motives means that we do acts of love and service toward others so that they become Christians (which could signify that if they don’t become Christians, we stop loving and serving).  

We engage our community not so that they become Christians, rather we engage the community because we are Christians.

We don’t serve to convert; we serve because we have been converted.

The most fertile ground for evangelistic conversations is a servant-rich environment.

Sometimes selfless service does not always lead to salvation.  

Jesus cured 10 lepers but only one made the God connection and came back to thank Him.  But that didn’t stop Jesus from healing them.  

With that said, we cannot forget the greatest desire of God for a city is to be reconciled to Him.

Matthew 23:37

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!  How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.

What can we do for Hong Kong?  This is a question that I have been asking for a few months now and I will continue to ask God.  I don’t have many answers right now besides praying for my city and joining outreaches and encouraging people to reach out.

What can we do as a church?  What can I do as an individual?
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