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The Sermon on the Mount is an introduction in many ways to the rest of the New Testament.  The thoughts of Jesus’ words are not only in Matthew but also all over the epistles.

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

The Sermon on the Mount is nothing but a great and grand and perfect elaboration of what our Lord called His ‘new commandment.’  His new commandment was that we love one another even as He has loved us.  The Sermon on the Mount is nothing but a grand elaboration of that.  If we are Christ’s, and our Lord has meant that word for us, that we should love one another even as He has loved us, here we are shown how to do it.

When we read the beatitudes our theology will dictate how it applies to our lives.

Is Jesus talking about a present reality or is this something I should look forward to in heaven?  

The proper way to read the beatitudes must be with a clear understanding of the Kingdom of God.  Is it now or later?  It’s both.

Kingdom of God theology

What is the kingdom?  It is the reign and rule of Christ.

The reality of the kingdom of God is now is displayed through:

1. Jesus’ life and ministry

2. Jesus’ reign following His resurrection and ascension

3. Powerful working of Holy Spirit in and through the lives of the Church

The kingdom of God is here now.

Mark 1:14-15

And after John had been taken into custody, James came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand’ repent and believe in the gospel.”

At hand – to join one thing to another.

Luke 17:20-21

Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look here it is!’ or, ‘There it is!’ For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst (within you).”

The kingdom of God is also yet to come.

Matthew 13:47-50

Jesus speaks of a future day when Christ will bring the fullness of everlasting life to His people and judgment on the wicked.

1 Corinthians 15:22-26

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is death.

Paul teaches us that there is a day, ‘at His coming’ when Christ will hand the kingdom back to God the Father.

v. 25 teach that Christ is reigning right now, but we await that final triumph at His second coming.

Until – denotes that something is currently taking place but there is more to come.

The kingdom has come, the kingdom is coming, and the kingdom is yet to come.

The kingdom of God is here now and yet to come.  One of the greatest truths I have learned.  Senior year at university in my Christian Ethics class as a new believer with so many questions.

David W. Baker

Pulling the future into the present and previewing the future in the present.

So what?  One of my questions had to do with healing.

If healing is in the atonement then how come everyone is not healed?

Sometimes it’s the now and sometimes its the yet to come.

For every person who is not healed in this present time there is a future glory – glorified resurrected body that is promised.

_______________

Matthew 5:4

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

A present and future reality.

Happy are those who mourn.  So different than the world’s thinking.

The philosophy of the world is to forget your troubles, turn your back on them, avoid them at all cost.

The parallel passage in Luke 6 is stronger.

Luke 6:25


…Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.

Comforted – parakaleo – to encourage, to strengthen, exhort.

Comfort here is not a passive, just giving in to the hurt and tragedy but it is being lifted up regardless of circumstances.

Psalm 34:18


The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

I believe God will comfort us who have lost loved ones.  I experienced this myself

But the mourning that Jesus is talking about is not in the physical sense but spiritual.  The poor in spirit is not talking about materially poor but spiritually poor.  It’s the same context here.

What is Jesus point?  What is He trying to tell us by blessing those who mourn?

1. Defective sense of reality  

Church history has is full of seasons of false piety.

To be a religious was to be miserable.  Today there is a violent aversion to that.  Whereas before there was an outward display of misery it is now replaced with an outward display of joy and brightness.

How are you doing?  I am great – when your marriage is falling apart, your bank account is near zero, troubles at work, troubles at home, etc…

The idea of mourning is to be real.  Don’t sugar coat life.  

2. Defective sense of sin

There is no longer a deep sense of conviction of sin.

Jeremiah 6:15

“Were they ashamed because of the abomination they have done?  They were not even ashamed at all; they did not even know how to blush…

So how does God respond to Jeremiah?  He tells Jeremiah to go back to the ancient paths.  

Conviction precedes conversion.

A real sense of sin must come before there can be a true joy of salvation.

Psalm 51:12


Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation and sustain me with a willing spirit.

To mourn is something that follows being poor in spirit.

As I confront God and His holiness and contemplate the life that I am meant to live, I see myself and my utter helplessness.  I see the quality of my spirit and immediately it makes me mourn.  I must mourn the fact that I am like that.  I mourn over my sin.

We have these moments but we are superficial that we run away from those moments or completely disregard them and we don’t grow.

That mourning turns us to Jesus.  We run to Him and He restores our soul.  The moment we run to Jesus our happiness and joy return.  The man who mourns is truly comforted and true happiness comes.

Romans 8:14-25

We groan and hope for the future glory.
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