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            October 20, 2013 
Hungry for Righteousness

Matthew 5:6

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Ecclesiastes 3:11

He has made everything appropriate (beautiful) in its time.  He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end.

God has put eternity in our hearts, which means we have a God given longing for something outside ourselves.

We try and satisfy that longing with accomplishments, activity, movies and entertainment, sexual exploits, sometimes even drugs but still the longing remains.

It’s restlessness.

St. Augustine


Thou madest us for Thyself and our heart is restless, until it rest in Thee.

Isaiah 55:2-3

Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy?  Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in abundance.  Incline your ear and come to Me.  Listen, that you may live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you…

Many of us today are like this.  Your soul is hungry and your heart is thirsty.  You feel an insatiable longing for something.  You are restless.  We are running towards temporary pleasures but find that those pleasures lead us eventually to pain and guilt.

We eat the bread that does not satisfy.

CS Lewis

If I find myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.

What are we hungry for?  What are we longing after?

In the Antarctic summer of 1908-9, Sir Ernest Shackleton and three companions attempted to travel to the South Pole from their winter quarters. They set off with four ponies to help carry the load. Weeks later, their ponies dead, rations all but exhausted, they turned back toward their base, their goal not accomplished. 

Altogether, they trekked 127 days. On the return journey, as Shackleton records in The Heart of the Antarctic, the time was spent talking about food -- elaborate feasts, gourmet delights, sumptuous menus. As they staggered along, suffering from dysentery, not knowing whether they would survive, every waking hour was occupied with thoughts of eating. Jesus, who also knew the ravages of food deprivation, said,

"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for RIGHTEOUSNESS." We can understand Shackleton's obsession with food, which offers a glimpse of the passion Jesus intends for our quest for righteousness. 

If you are new to SP, welcome.  Every year we fast.  I usually have a lot of grace to fast but a few years ago it was really tough.  I found myself watching Man v. Food episodes over and over again.  

If you have been an SPer for a few years you will know what Sir Ernest Shackleton and his team knew as they dreamed of food.  

Jesus is asking us to focus our God given longings in pursuing righteousness.

I want to for the rest of this message define righteousness and then talk about what Jesus is trying to tell us through it.

1. Defining righteousness

Dikiosyne – in a broad sense, the state of him who is as he ought to be, righteousness, the condition acceptable to God.  The doctrine concerning the way in which man may attain a state approved of God – justification.

Integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking, feeling and acting.

In a narrower sense, justice of the virtue which gives each his due.

Much more than a general civility or morality.  Best way is to look at the way Jesus uses this word in the Sermon on the Mount – 6 times (5:6, 10, 20, 6:1, 33).

There are eight beatitudes with verse 10 as the last one and verse 11 as an expansion of it. The first beatitude (verse 3) and the last beatitude (verse 10) give the same words of assurance: "For theirs is the kingdom of heaven." It looks like a kind of sandwich: the top piece of bread and the bottom piece of bread both say, "Theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

There are two groups of four, and the first four and the second four end with a reference to righteousness.  The first group of four ends with verse 6: "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness."  And the second group of four ends with verse 10: "Blessed are those who are persecuted the sake of righteousness."

Then look at the next three beatitudes after hunger and satisfaction:

· Verse 7 "Blessed are the merciful".  Now the blessed person is full and overflowing in mercy. He is not merely broken and sorrowful and meek. He is now active and overflowing with deeds of mercy. 
· Verse 8 says that he is pure in heart.

· Verse 9 says that he is not just peaceful, but a peacemaker. 

Then this second group of four beatitudes ends with another reference to righteousness. Only this time it is not a hunger for righteousness which we were lacking, but a persecution for righteousness with which we are overflowing. 

Do you see the structure? The first four beatitudes describe the broken, grieving, quiet person who hungers and thirsts for righteousness.  And the next four beatitudes describe the merciful, pure peacemaker who gets persecuted for his righteousness. Doesn't this structure, then, give us the definition of righteousness? 
If we were hungering for righteousness in verse 6 because we were empty, and then we get persecuted for righteousness in verse 10 because we've been filled, isn't it proper to define righteousness as that with which we have been filled? —namely, mercy, purity, and peacemaking?
Well, let's look at one other use of "righteousness" in the sermon to see if it confirms this understanding. 
Matthew 5:20

For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Then what follows in the rest of chapter 5 are six illustrations of how our righteousness must surpass the righteousness of the scrupulous law keepers of the day. 

· In verses 21–26 we must not only not kill, but more, we must not sustain anger against a brother but seek peace.

· In verses 27–30 we must not only not commit adultery, but more, we must not look upon a person lustfully.

· In verses 31–32 we should not condone divorce just because there is a legal provision for it in the Old Testament. We should surpass the righteousness that makes peace with hardness of heart, and keep our covenant commitments and not marry those who don't.

· In verses 33–37 we should not only keep our oaths, but more, we should be the kind of people who do not need to take oaths in order to be believed.

· In verse 38–42 we should not only not poke out an eye because one of ours was poked out, but more, we should turn the other cheek and return good for evil.

· And in verses 43–48 we should not only love our neighbor, but more, we should love our enemy and pray for those who persecute us.

So it is pretty clear what Jesus meant back in 5:20 when he said that our righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees.  It has to do with showing mercy, and being radically pure in your heart, and making peace instead of retaliating. 
Righteousness is showing mercy to other people
Righteousness is being pure in heart before God who alone can see the heart
Righteousness is the effort to make peace. 

2. Jesus asks us to change our focus
In the world, we generally pursue happiness.

Jesus says you will be happy if you pursue righteousness.

We are not to hunger and thirst after happiness.

If we put happiness and blessedness as the one thing we desire, we will always miss it.  It will elude us.  

According to the Scriptures, happiness is never something that should be sought directly; it is always something that results from seeking something else.

Whenever you put happiness before righteousness you are doomed to misery.

Going back to our God-given longings.  If we long for righteousness Jesus says we will be satisfied.

Think of all the things we pursue to fill that void.  Try righteousness – showing mercy to others, being pure in heart before God, and making peace.  If we do that we will be satisfied.  The end result of our pursuits that end in emptiness can be changed to satisfaction.  This is God’s blessing.

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

A man who hungers and thirsts for righteousness is a man who wants to live out the beatitudes.  
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