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Blessed are the Merciful

Matthew 5:7

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

The Beatitudes are central to the teachings of the New Testament.  They are the beginnings of relaying a central truth – the Christian gospel places all its primary emphasis on being rather than doing.  

The gospel puts a greater weight upon our attitude than upon our actions.

The stress is on who we are rather than what we do.  
Throughout the Sermon on the Mount Jesus is concerned about our disposition.  
He will talk later about actions but before that its about character and disposition.  

A Christian is something before he does anything and we have to be Christian before we can act as Christians.

Being is more important than doing and attitude is more important than actions.

Case in point – a right action can be robbed of all its spiritual benefit if done with wrong motives or a bad heart. 
2 Corinthians 9:7

Let each one do just as he purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.

In other words, we are not called to try to be Christian in various respects.  To be Christian is to possess a certain character and therefore be a certain type of person.  

Many people believe that the NT exhorts us to try to be Christian in this and that and try to live as a Christian here and there.

NO.  We are Christians and our actions are the outcome of that.

We are not meant to control our Christianity.  Our Christianity is meant to control us.

The idea is, to be truly Christian I must take up and use Christian teaching then apply it.  

NO.  My Christianity controls me.  I am dominated by the truth because I have been made a Christian by the operation of the Holy Spirit within me.

Galatians 2:20

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is not longer I who live, but Christ lives in me…

I am not a natural man trying to control my attitude and actions.  NO, I am a child of God filled with the Holy Spirit who controls me at the very center of my being and life.

The Christian faith is not something on the surface of our lives – a kind of a veneer or coating.  The Christian faith is something that has happened and is happening at the very core of our personality and who we are – created in the image of God and saved by the work of the Cross.

That is why the Bible talks about being born again, rebirth, and a new creation.  

That is what makes the Beatitudes so special and powerful.  It’s an inner disposition.  

It’s not something you put on but it is what you are.

The probing question here is, are we merciful?

The blessed man is the man who is merciful.

Let me define mercy with what it is not.

1. It is not being easygoing.  

So many people today think being merciful means to be easygoing.  Not to see things or if we do see them to pretend we didn’t.  A merciful man is one who smiles at transgression and law breaking.  They say things like, “let’s just move on.”

Remember the adjective that is used here is also applied to God.  

God is merciful but God is also righteous.  God is holy and just.

2. It is not a natural disposition

We must not think of the attitudes of the Beatitudes as some are born with it and others are not.  Sometimes we think people’s temperments give them an advantage.

This gospel is not a gospel for certain temperments.  No one has an advantage.  We all come short of the glory of God.

What is mercy then?

One of the best ways is to compare it to grace.  They are very similar but there are differences.

A mother once approached Napoleon seeking a pardon for her son. The emperor replied that the young man had committed a certain offense twice and justice demanded death.  

"But I don't ask for justice," the mother explained. "I plead for mercy."  

"But your son does not deserve mercy," Napoleon replied.  

"Sir," the woman cried, "it would not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is all I ask for."  

"Well, then," the emperor said, "I will have mercy." And he spared the woman's son.  

Grace is especially associated with men in their sins.

Mercy is especially associated with men in their misery.

In other words, grace looks down upon sin as a whole; mercy looks especially upon the miserable consequences of sin.

Mercy means a sense of pity plus a desire to relieve the suffering.

Not simply possessed of pity but actively compassionate.  Pity plus action.

A Christian has a feeling of pity or inward sympathy but also does something about it.

Great example is the Good Samaritan.

All the men had pity but only the Samaritan did something about it.  He was merciful.

Being merciful is not just feeling pity or sympathy.  It means a great desire to do something about it.

Our outreach ministries define this.  It’s a group of dedicated volunteers who have heard of the poor and suffering – that’s being sympathetic; but are merciful because they endeavor to do something to alleviate the suffering.

Today you will be given a chance to be merciful.  Not just aware of the wealth gap in HK but do something about it.  Mercy.

We can look to God as our example of mercy.

Luke 6:36


Be merciful, just as your father is merciful.

God looked down and saw our misery and pain as a result of sin and wasn’t just sympathetic and had pity on us but sent His only Son to die for our sins and relieve our suffering.

The Cross is the perfect picture of grace and mercy coming together.

Today, let’s not merely express pity toward the poor but express mercy by doing something about it.
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