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Luke 1:8-14

When Pope Julius I authorized December 25 to be celebrated as the birthday of Jesus in A.D. 353, who would have ever thought that it would become what it is today.

When Professor Charles Follen lit candles on the first Christmas tree in America in 1832, who would have ever thought that the decorations would become as elaborate as they are today.

When the Magi brought forth gifts who would have ever thought that gifts would be the primary reason people celebrate Christmas today.

It is a long time since 1832, longer still from 353, longer still from that dark night brightened by a special star in which Jesus the king was born. Yet, as we approach December 25 again, it gives us yet another opportunity to pause, and in the midst of all the excitement and elaborate decorations and expensive commercialization, which surround Christmas today, to consider again the event of Christmas and the person whose birth, we celebrate.

John 1:1-5

Logos – Divine expression.  Reason or intelligence that can be understood on human terms. 

A Greek philosopher named Heraclitus first used the term Logos around 600 B.C. to designate the divine reason or plan which coordinates a changing universe.

In John, denotes the essential Word of God, Jesus Christ, the personal wisdom and power in union with God, His minister in creation and government of the universe, the cause of all the world's life both physical and ethical, which for the procurement of man's salvation put on human nature in the person of Jesus the Messiah, the second person in the Godhead, and shone forth conspicuously from His words and deeds.

In a constantly changing universe God became flesh to give us a tangible, intelligent expression of who He is.

Hebrews 1:3

And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power.  When He made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

The exact representation of God.

In a time where there was such confusion of who God is, Jesus is sent into the world to show the world who God is.

In John 14, Jesus is trying to comfort the disciples as He lets them know about His upcoming betrayal.  Philip responds by asking to see the Father and Jesus responds, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father.” (John 14:9).
Jesus was to the disciples then and now the exact representation of God.  If we ever have questions about what God is like or what He would do – all we need to do is look at what Jesus was like and what He did.  
Why Christmas Matters

Jesus moves us from:

1. From Religion to Relationship

Jesus is always relating to God.  He used terms of endearment – Abba Father.  He was always going away to pray early in the morning to hang out with God.

All the Pharisees and Sadducees could offer was a dry set of rules and regulations.  Jesus upended all those rules.

· John 8:1-11 – woman caught in adultery.

· John 5:5-9 – healing paralytic on Sabbath.

· Mark 5:25-34 – woman with blood issue.

Jesus is constantly upsetting the religious leaders.  

Jesus showed the people that rules and regulations don’t get you to God.  Only a relationship through Jesus.  

In John 3, Nicodemus comes to Jesus at night because he realizes his religion can do nothing for him.  

John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

The birth of Jesus shows us how much God wants a relationship with us.  The King of kings and Lord of lords is not born in some majestic castle but in a barn.  God humbles Himself to meet with us.

The greatest purposes of God are always birthed in mangers.

2. From Natural to Supernatural

Jesus demonstrates the kind of life He would like His followers to lead.

Proclamation and demonstration.  

The Christian life is not just one of words but also of deeds. Deeds though that are not just about niceness but deeds of power.

Mark 16:17

And these sigs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it shall not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.

Jesus not only talked about God He demonstrated God’s power.

· Jesus feeds 5,000 and proclaims He is the bread of life.

2 Timothy 1:7


For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.

WWJD – What Would Jesus Do

Jesus would do whatever the Father would do.

John 5:19

Jesus therefore answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.
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