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Let’s take out our smartphones and send an email of our prayer requests…

A Church where people can encounter God.

Let’s talk about one of the most powerful encounters in the Bible.

1 Kings 18

Usually Israel and Judah's kings got one chapter at best but Ahab gets six primarily because of the introduction of Elijah.

Elijah was God's answer to Ahab and Jezebel.
God has an answer to evil.  For every Hitler there is a Churchill.  For every Goliath there is a David.  Will you be an answer?
1. Before the encounter there is always preparation.

The encounter was amazing but it was the chapter before that got Elijah ready to encounter.

Elijah is a Tishbite, a nobody but someone who has to overcome.
He announces a season of drought and has to live through it himself but God intervenes through a widow.

Elijah needed to learn to trust God himself.  

AW Tozer

It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly until He has hurt him deeply.

Malcolm Gladwell in the book, David and Goliath, talks about The Theory of Desirable Difficulty.

Psychologists and social scientists began to see a correlation between people who are successful in their adult life but went through difficulty as a child – parent died, had dyslexia, survived a life threatening experience, etc…

Cognitive Reflection Test (CRT) is the shortest intelligence test – 3 questions:

1.  A bat and ball cost $1.10 in total.  The bat costs $1.00 more than the ball.  How much does the ball cost?  Answer - $.05 cents.  The bat is supposed to cost $1.00 more.  If the ball is $.10 the bat costs $1.10 than it exceeds our total.

2.  If it takes 5 machines 5 minutes to make 5 widgets, how long would it take 100 machines to make 100 widgets?  Answer – 5 minutes.  100 machines take exactly the same time as 5 machines.

When researchers changed the font to make it more difficult to read the scores went up dramatically.  

MIT students did best at 2.18 correct answers.

Princeton students who answered 1.9 before now with the difficult font scored 2.45.  Students did better when they made the test harder.

Adam Alter, Psychologist

If they have to overcome a hurdle, they’ll overcome it better when you force them to think a little harder. 

Theory of Desirable Difficulty.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

2. Before the encounter there is always a decision.
1 Kings 18:21
And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you hesitate between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.”  But the people did not answer him a word.

The Israelites had to make a decision.  Most likely the thing you are waiting for needs a decision.  A decision to trust God, to let go of something or someone, 
3. Before the encounter there is always prayer.

Baal worshippers began to shout and cut themselves.

Not so different from some of us who are a bit more sophisticated but we do the same ... threats, plea bargains, hunger strikes, etc.

1 Kings 18:37-38

Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may know that Thou, O Lord, art God, and that Thou hast turned their heart back again.  Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water what was in the trench.

Elijah then goes to pray for rain after the pronouncement. Faith.

Verse 41.

Elijah just doesn't hear from God and then wait passively. He skips the food and wine and prays for rain.  Puts his face between his knees.  
Active faith.

What was Elijah's strength?

James 5:17-18

He was a man just like us, prone to suicidal thoughts, complaining, victimizing, but he prayed!

Prayer is vital!

Stones of Remembrance

v. 30

Drew the people to himself. This is what God does.

Repaired the altar of the Lord.

Altar was a reminder of what God has done for them.
We all have significant symbols with significant meaning.

My ring is a symbol of my commitment to be faithful to Lisa.  To love her, provide for her, protect her, and to be faithful to her with my eyes, hands, and heart.

My Bible is a symbol of my walk with God.  It was given to me on December 25, 1984.  Cover was damaged from sun but got a new cover.  Reminder of my mom’s faithfulness and prayers for me.  It will be 8 years later that I will trust Jesus the Christ to be my Lord and Savior.

To the Israelites the altar was a place to remember.  A powerful symbol of God’s faithfulness and His working in their lives.  

Joshua 4:20-24
The first stone was 1 Samuel 7:12

So Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen, and named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.”

God enabled the Israelites to defeat the Philistines.

Elijah repairs the altar.  He restores the 12 tribes.  They forgot God.

Sin is lawlessness but it is primarily an act of forgetting.  

Tonight we are going to gather at our altar, take a stone, and write something on it that is significant to you.  

I want you to place this stone on your desk at work or somewhere prominent in your home where you will see it often.  When you see it, pray.  Thank God for His faithfulness.  Remember His goodness.  Praise His Name.

Luke 19:40

And He answered and said, “I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!”

Totally out of context but I want these stones to cry out in your homes or office and cause you to prepare, decide, and pray.  
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