140202 GOING BACK TO THE FATHER HEART OF GOD

Psalm 103:1-14 (NASB)
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
And all that is within me, bless His holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
And forget none of His benefits;
3 Who pardons all your iniquities,
Who heals all your diseases;
4 Who redeems your life from the pit,
Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion;
5 Who satisfies your years with good things,
So that your youth is renewed like the eagle.

6 The Lord performs righteous deeds
And judgments for all who are oppressed.
7 He made known His ways to Moses,
His acts to the sons of Israel.
8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.
9 He will not always strive with us,
Nor will He keep His anger forever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins,
Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.
12 As far as the east is from the west,
So far has He removed our transgressions from us.
13 Just as a father has compassion on his children,
So the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.
14 For He Himself knows our frame;
He is mindful that we are but dust.

Introduction
Explaining Reboot
· why do we reboot? didn't really get it until P. Sam's explanation
· often times, when a computer or phone is slow, we reboot, in the hope that it will get rid of all the junk that's running in the background, free up RAM, and it will run more smoothly
· sluggish, weighed down by a lot of unnecessary things --> getting back to the CORE (what is necessary)
· focusing on what is important. Going back to the first things (when you first really met God and began to fall in love with God). To the FUNDAMENTAL things. 

For me, it's the father heart of God. This is one of the things that CHANGED not just my relationship with God, but also my life. It is something that DEFINES the way I live my life.



Not knowing Father God's love VS knowing His love. Life looks very different. 
· Not knowing His love, we look for this love in other things. Parents. Friends. Lovers. Career. Success. Entertainment. 
· Not knowing His love, I looked for that affirmation from other people. I often felt I wasn't good enough. I often struggled with a sense of insecurity. Inferiority. - Comparing myself to others. Measuring myself against other people. 
· Also, with God, I wondered if He was pleased with me. I mostly felt bad. I worried often. 

Knowing His love, sets me free. 
· Obviously not an overnight change. Began at DTS. "God is pleased with you" Hearing that over and over again. So thankful. 
· Over time, little by little, I am becoming more and more whole by the love of the Father.
· Still hard at times, but it's not something I would call a huge issue anymore. 

Why reboot to this? 
1) Fundamental to our Christian walk
2) I know I'll need more of it as I strive to accomplish God's purposes in my generation. Acts 13:36
3) I miss Him. Bob Sorge's illustration of a gas station relationship with God. As a Father, He probably wants to spend time with Him. Mon's dad's remarks. 

This is my Reboot. Let me teach a bit on the father heart of God. 

I. What do I mean by "the father heart of God"?
John 1:12
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name

Romans 8:16
The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God

Simple: if you believe in Jesus Christ, and have accepted Him as your Lord and Savior, you are a child of God. God is your Father.
· sometimes people like to say, we are ALL God's children. Everyone in the world. 
· Tim Keller clarifies that there are two aspects of fatherhood:
· one is biological, physical sense. Source of existence. 
· in this way, yes, we are all God's children. Acts 17, Paul says this

· but second aspect is relationship. The word "father" denotes a particular kind of relationship. 
· "you were never a father to me" 
· this aspect is more fundamental than the first. You could be a biological father, yet not truly be a father (Always My Father But Never My Dad)
· with God, this particular relationship is only gained through Jesus Christ. John 1:12. You become a child, even though you are in one sense. Romans 8, the Holy Spirit (who is in every born-again Christian) testifies.



II. What does it mean that God is our Father? 
A) God is EXTREMELY in love with us
· the love of a father is amazing
· even imperfect fathers display incredible love for their children
· EXAMPLE? 1992 Barcelona Olympics 400m race Derek Redmond
· we're moved to tears at the extreme love of an imperfect father
· Finding Nemo is all about this theme. Life is Beautiful also. 
· how much greater is God's love for us

Psalm 103:11-13 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.
12 As far as the east is from the west,
So far has He removed our transgressions from us.
13 Just as a father has compassion on his children,
So the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.

· as high as the heavens... infinite. 
· "compassion" is used to describe God many times in the Old Testament
· it's a very emotional and passionate word
· 1 Kings 3:26 "deeply stirred" or "deeply moved out of love for her child"
· The woman whose son was alive was deeply moved out of love for her son and said to the king, “Please, my lord, give her the living baby! Don’t kill him!”
· there is passion, a stirring in His heart when He sees His children

John 17:20-23
20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.

· Amazing truth. If this truth can touch our hearts, it should really move us. 
· Father God loves us, as He loves His Son, Jesus Christ. 
· Father God loves me, like He loves Jesus Christ
· let that sink in for a moment & let it secure your heart

B) God is EASILY pleased with us
· This is a very common theme in movies: Our pursuit to please our fathers, the effects of not getting your father's approval
· from Little Mermaid, to How to Train Your Dragon, to Austin Powers, to Indiana Jones Last Crusade, to Magnolia, Little Miss Sunshine, this theme is so popular because it resonates within us. We all long to know that our parents are pleased with us
· How great would it be to hear God's voice tell us "I am genuinely, deeply pleased with you."
· that would settle us. Strengthen us.  Empower us. 



I often struggle with doubt, so it's good to see through scripture

Psalm 103:8 
8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.

· it takes a long time for God to get angry, but He is quick to be pleased with us
· same with children: any little thing they do, we're quick to be thrilled (P. Eugene & Elijah's poop)
· They're babies. We expect them to cry, poop, make a mess, throw up, keep us up at night. (all the parents say it's horrid, but it's awesome)
· the younger they are, the slower we are to get angry & the quicker we are to be excited.
· That's key. 

Psalm 103:13-14
13 Just as a father has compassion on his children,
So the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.
14 For He Himself knows our frame;
He is mindful that we are but dust.

· He knows what we are made of. He knows that we are but dust. So He's slow to anger. He's full of compassion. He's quick to love and be delighted. 
· we feel like we should be better than this or that, and so we feel bad, but God knows differently

Mike Bickle distinguishes between rebellious heart & immature heart
· rebellion is when you have a deliberate hate towards God. Deliberate rejection of God. Deliberate disobedience of God's commands. That displeases God. 
· immature love is SINCERE and REAL love, that comes up short. You love God genuinely, but you don't always fully obey. You make mistakes. You sometimes even knowingly disobey. You are overcome with sinful desire. But your sincere & deep desire is to obey God and please Him. 
· that pleases God. 

· if you live your life with a desire to please Him, and you come to a place in your life, where you are concerned about whether or not He is pleased with you, that's a sign that you have sincere love. 
· He is pleased with you. You are struggling and immature, but your love is sincere
· Rebellious heart simply doesn't care.

III. What happens when we know God as our Father? (When we know that He is EXTREMELY in love with us and EASILY pleased with us? )
A) Confidence before God
· We won't be worried so much any more
· uncle story (kind of a crazy uncle... not really.. just a bit quirky, but he has a confidence before God and confidence before man)
· knowing God's father heart gives us this kind of confidence with Him. 
· common theme in Jesus' teachings: if an earthly father does this, how much more... 
· P. Sam Kim's story about Noelle
· He knew what she needed and He was delighted to give that to her
· if earthly fathers can do this, how much more!!

Luke 15:3-7
3 So He told them this parable, saying, 4 “What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ 7 I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

· rejoicing right away!
· not a "probation" period or a stern warning to the sheep, etc
· He's rejoicing right away!

B) Confidence before man
· when we know and hear God's approval over us
· who cares what anyone else says!!!
· the world (someone like Oprah) says you must listen to yourself, and that may work for a bit...
· but often, it's yourself that has the worst things to say about yourself
· We need God's love and approval over us
· then we can say, who cares!

IV. How can we experience the father heart of God? 
1) Open your heart to Jesus. Accept Him. Receive Him. 
· this truth applies to those that are in covenant relationship with God
· without Jesus, Psalm 103:10 & 12 can't be actualized

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins,
Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
12 As far as the east is from the west,
So far has He removed our transgressions from us.

· It is THROUGH Jesus, BECAUSE Jesus took our transgressions, and our sins, and our iniquities, that this verse stands true. He took what we deserve. 

2) Mark 1:10-11
10 Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; 11 and a voice came out of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.”

· you need to experience this for yourself
· it may be dramatic like Jesus or like P. Sam
· it may be more gradual and subtle and everyday, like me or someone like Henri Nouwen



3) Psalm 103:1-2
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
And all that is within me, bless His holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
And forget none of His benefits;

· who is the Psalmist directing this Psalm to? To himself! His own heart.
· We need to keep meditating on this truth. Let this truth sink in deep
· We need to pursue this revelation, and keep reminding ourselves and praising God for it
· [bookmark: _GoBack]keep the wonder of this truth
· Free up some space in our Emotional hard drive, to grab a hold of this truth

