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Pray for Jon, Angie, Audrey, & JJ – Australia this Thursday.

--------------

Teachable moments. Che – apostle

Is office/function for today?

1 Corinthians 12:28.  

And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administration, various kinds of tongues.

Eph 4:11-14.  Have we as a church attained the unity of the faith, the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ?  Has the church been perfected?  NO. Then apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastor/teacher (shepherd/teacher).

Context of both passages deal with the Body and Body working well together.

Authority – Che is an apostle.  First time I noticed was The Call.  Story of Lou Engle and Che.

----------------

Healing.  

Own experience of healing:

· Mexico foot and Paul Cain meeting word of knowledge – foot.

· Prayed for ankles, knees, tumors, shoulders – all healed.

Question is does God heal all the time?

Important question because many blame themselves for not receiving their healing.  Blame personal sin, defective faith, unworthiness, lack of God’s love for them, or some other sort of problem.  No.  Here are 4 men who did not have any of these issues but were not healed immediately:

Biblical accounts of no immediate healing:

1. Epaphroditus - Philippians 2:25-30.  He almost died

2. Timothy - 1 Timothy 5:23.  Stomach issues.  Wine was used to settle stomachs.

3. Trophimus - 2 Timothy 4:20.  Was not healed so left him at Miletus.

4. Paul - Galatians 4:13-15.  Most likely an eye affliction.  Others suggest malaria or epilepsy.

5. Paul was afflicted - 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.
John Wimber (Power Healing) writes there are sometimes reasons people are not healed that do have to do with us:

1. Some people do not have faith in God for healing.  James 5:15

2. Personal, unconfessed sin creates a barrier to God’s grace.  James 5:16

3. Persistent and widespread disunity, sin, and unbelief in bodies of believers and families inhibit healing in individual members of the body.  1 Cor 11:30

4. Because of incomplete or incorrect diagnoses of what is causing their problems, people do not know how to pray correctly.

5. Some people assume that God always heals instantly, and when He does not heal immediately they stop praying.

If these reasons do not apply to your situation, then the question lingers…

What about the people who believe in healing and persevere for it and yet are not healed?

Theological Framework

Atonement – the doctrine concerning the reconciliation of God and humankind, especially as accomplished through the life, suffering, and death of Christ. 

Origin of the word – being at one or making at one – indicating a process of bringing those who are estranged from God into unity with Him.  Sin cuts us off from God but the Cross brings us into one with God.

Romans 4:25

He who was delivered up because of our transgressions and was raised because of our justification.

Jesus undid everything that the devil introduced to men and women at the cross – which of course includes sickness.

1 Peter 2:24

And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

Matthew 8:16-17

You may have heard this phrase, “healing is in the atonement.”  There is much debate about if that is true and what it means to be in the atonement.

SP’s view:

Healing comes to us through the atonement.  There is a difference between physical healing – disease, illness and spiritual healing – forgiveness of sin.
Reason being – Forgiveness of sin is based on covenant grace.  God intends that everyone who trusts in Him sincerely will experience forgiveness of sin.  No one will ever be denied this.  Physical healing is different – some will be healed and some will not be.

Colin Brown, Fuller prof

The New Covenant does not promise healing for all now.  It promises forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:28).  There is no specific, unqualified promise of health and healing in the New Testament to those who have faith.  But there are promises of forgiveness and grace to those who repent and believe (Matthew 11:28; John 1:12; 3:16-18; Acts 2:38-39; 16:31; 17:30).

The atonement is the basis for physical healing.  Physical healing is an outcome of the atonement.
If you believe and conclude all should expect and experience physical healing in this age, and if they are not healed it is always because of their flawed faith or sin.


Our souls are saved completely in this age, but we long for a time when we will be changed and the perishable will clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality (1 Cor 15:52-53).  

So if the body is not redeemed now it will be after Christ’s second coming in the fullness of the kingdom of God.

We live in a time that awaits the fullness of the Kingdom.  

George Eldon Ladd – the already and the not yet.  Kingdom of God is here and yet to come.

Understanding this is the interpretive key for understanding why some are not healed today.  His sovereignty, lordship, and kingdom are what bring healing.  Our part is to pray “Thy Kingdom come” and trust Him for whatever healing comes from His gracious hand.

Do not presume if you are not healed instantly that it is a defect of our faith or lack of God’s love and care.  He has secured your healing in heaven.

End with story of my mom

Oswald Chambers

Faith for my deliverance is not faith in God.  Faith means, whether I am visibly delivered or not, I will stick to my belief that God is love.  There are some things only learned in a fiery furnace. 

God is the healer.  He uses people but God is the healer.  

Healing is up to God.  Praying is up to us.
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