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Genesis 39:1-5

We have been studying Joseph during EMP this past week and it’s been so good.  I am really liking the name Joseph.

Joseph is exalting himself over his 10 older brothers.  He is sold into slavery and is sold into the house of Potiphar – captain of the bodyguards.  Even in difficult circumstances God was watching and preparing Joseph.  God needed a leader for His people so He puts him in Potiphar’s house to learn the ways of royalty and politics.  God needed Joseph to learn humility and trust so He puts him in prison for 3 years.

God had incredible plans for Joseph but Joseph needed to be ready.

In the midst of his affliction – Ephraim – Genesis 41:52

God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction

Most times when we are afflicted we feel God has abandoned us.  

May I suggest to you that it’s not a setback but a setup?

God wants to bless you.  His heart for His kids is to bless them.

Matthew 7:11

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!
Blessing - indication of God's favor or protection.

Deuteronomy 28:1-14

Let's look at the areas that God wants to pour out His favor on you...

• In your city

• In your country

• On your children

• On your crops

• On your land

• On the young of your livestock

• On your coming in and going out

• In your battles

• In your barns and workplaces

• In the respect you get from others

• On your finances

• On your leadership

• On your status

• In every good thing

Romans 8:31-32

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?

Blessing

Two unbiblical views on blessing in the church:

One sees God as a giant vending machine dispensing big bank accounts and BMW's. If you want blessing, then you have to put money in. The more you give, the more you get. The more money you want, the more money you put in - to their ministries.

On the other end of the spectrum, which is as unbiblical, is the idea that blessings are the natural result of hard work. In this view, the more diligently you apply yourself, the better you do, the more favor you'll earn from God. This view is very attractive to high achievers but at odds with the Bible.

Revelation 21:6

Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.

If you thirst for God's favor, you can have it for free. No donations, no hard work. All God is looking for is a hunger and thirst for Him.

God wants to bless you materially but that shouldn’t be our focus.

The prosperity movement errors in that they define blessing in such narrow terms – health and wealth.

The idea of salvation encompasses so much more than health and wealth.  

Salvation is every part of life coming into wholeness – soul > mind, will, emotions; family, relationships, work, health, finances, and eternal life.

God ultimately wants to bless you with perfect gifts.
James 1:17

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.

Good gifts are such as food, money, laptops, cars are good but they will eventually rust, break down, etc.

A perfect gift is one where that can't be stolen, keeps on working no matter what and never, ever fails. This is God's love for you.  I would rather focus on these blessings instead of the ones that get lost, rust, break down, and are forgotten.
The enemy’s job is to try and rob you of your blessings from God.
John 10:10

The thief comes only to steal, and kill and destroy; I came that they might have life, and have it abundantly.

The thief comes to stop the flow of blessing in our lives but Jesus came that we may overflow.

Over flood.
We were meant to be filled with the fullness of God! We were not meant to just contain it but to be constantly filled up and constantly pouring out.

My prayer is for every church member at SP to be so blessed by God that the world takes notice.  Joseph was so blessed by God that Potiphar noticed.  

I want the world to say, “What is going on with you?  Why are you so prosperous?  Why are you so happy?”
So blessed not so more money can come into church.  

Key is to have such a heart for God that the blessings don’t ruin you.  They enhance you.

If God can trust you then get ready for His blessings to flow.

2 Chronicles 16:9

For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His.

You are blessed to be a blessing.  Not to gain an empire but to do the will of God.

Does God trust you?  Can He trust you with His blessings?  If He makes you so prosperous will that prosperity ruin you?

Let the Holy Spirit speak to you.
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